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; Each drooping Saint ſhall feel the Power Divine; 

| Black clouds ſhall break, and orient beams ſhall ſhine. 
Efulgent rays and cryſtal ſtreams of grace, 

Shall ſhine and flow through blood and righteouſneſs, 


k For a ſmall moment have I forſaken thee, but with great 
mercies will I gather thee, 1/2. liv, 7, 
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TO THE 
HONOUR axo GLORY 


OF HIS PRECIOUS 
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AND ADORABLE 
S A. V4 8 0 
S þ AND TO THE 
COMFORT A SUPPORT 
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HEAVEN BORN 
M EMRBAE AS 
ä 
MYSTICAL BODY, 
1 | IN THIS LOW LAND STATE, 


W. AUGUSTUS CLARKE. 


THEIR UNWORTHIEST SERVANT, 


HUMBLY DEDICATES THE FOLLOWING WORK. 
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76. THR 
CHURCH or CHRIST, 
NOW ASSEMBLING IN 
REDCcRoss-ST REET, LONDON; 


Whereunto the Author of the enſuing doth 
bear the Relation of an-under Shepherd. 


PEE — — _ a 


Beloved in ChRISTH IEsus, 


I Think it is my incumbent duty while 
42 providence may continue me in the 
miniſtry, and in pilgrimage to aim ar 


redeeming precious time, and to uſe my 


ſmall ralents and weak abilities to the 


glory of my great Redeemer, and the 
precious lambs and ſheep redeemed with 
his invaluable blood. I often mourn 


A 4 when 


1 when I reflect how little I have done for 
8 the honour and glory of Him who has 
done ſuch great things for my ſoul. 
Loved me, I know he has, with an 
everlaſting love'! and with loving kind- 
neſs he has effectually drawn (unworthy 
ſinful) me unto himſelf, and has helped 
me to drink of his ſpiced wine and the 
Juice of his pomgranate promiſes, pre- 
cious promiſes which has been nouriſh- 
ing breaſts to my drooping head and 
fainting heart, at thoſe times when the 
waters have come into my ſoul, and riſ- 
ing fighs and ſorrows has been like the 
{wellings of Jordan. O! how wonder- 
fully has my glorious Lover appeared 
for me when I have been toſſed with 
tempeſt, and when the blaſt of the ter- 
rible ones has been as an awful ſtorm 
againſt my diſtreſſed ſoul ; then has my 
Savior comforted me with his kind words 
of promiſe, and has made me ſweetly to g 
experience, that a word ſpoken in ſea- a 
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Non by the power of the Holy Ghoſt, 
is truly good. — — 

- The following work i is the ſubſtance 
of ſeveral ſermons, which were preached 
unto you at different times who have 
attended on my miniſtry, in which the 
great and glorious doctrines of grace 
are maintained, the ſinner debaſed, and 


. Chriſt alone exalted in his perſon, work 


and precious official characters : like- 
wiſe ſupernatural agency vindicated in 
the bleſſed work of regeneration, and 
in carrying on the bleſſed work of ſanc- 
tification, in meetening and preparing 
the veſſels of mercy for ultimate and 

eternal glory. — The nature alfo of real 
Chriſtian experience is ſtrictly attended 
to, the various viciſſitudes which the 
recipients of grace paſs through in their 


frames, while in this vale of ſorrow and 
tribulation : the wiſdom of God ſet 
forth, and ſovereignty in cauſing of his 


dear children to paſs through ſuch amaz- 


| ing 
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ing changes in their paſſage way to the 
eternal ſtate of reſt. | 
Further, you will here find the vari- 
ous manuvers and meanderings of pro- 
vidence in ſome degree elucidated and 
ſet forth as working all for real good 
to all the ſubjects of diſcriminating 
favor _ | 
The ancient mountain of myrrh, or 
hill of frankincence, or in other words, 
the EMINENT ACTS OF JEHOVAH in coun- 
<il and covenant, are faithfully main- 
tained, and in ſome meaſure proved 
and defended as the origin of all real 
ſolid comfort to the ſubjects of the grace 
-of God white in this wilderneſs world. 
— Underfall tranſactions thou wilt find 
are ſtrictly attended to as originating in 
the great love and wiſdom of Jehovah, 
their precioulneſs, glory and beauty, 
ſpoken to for the comfort of the Re- 
-deemed and heaven born Souls, who are 
coming up out of this wilderneſs world, 


ADDRESS A 


looking unto Jeſus the author and fi- 
niſher of faith, who will keep the feet 
of his ſaints, while the wicked fit ſilent 
in darkneſs. _ | 

My deſire has been white writing the 
following treatiſe, that under the pre- 
cious influence of the divine Spirit, 
ſome comfort might be miniſtered- to 
poor diſtreſſed mourning ſouls, who are 
crying out in real ſorrow of ſoul, «© 0 
&« that I knew where to find bim! even 
Jeſus the compaſſionate Saviour, whoſe 
bowels of mercy are ever ſounding to- 
wards poor labouring heavy laden ſouls, 
who are longing to ſay, My Beloved is 
mine, and I am his. Cluſters of pro- 
miſes far more ſweet than Eſcbols grapes, 
are made in covenant love to ſuch as 
are mourning at the dear Redeemer's 
feet, and longing to feel ſome kind re- 
alizing word of power to alleviate the 
forrows of their mind. 

The tempted children are — | 
larly addreſſed, ſuch as know what fore 
temp- 


a 


i aD DL ES $S- 
temptations mean, Many of the dear 
family of - Jeſus are painfully exerciſed 
with awful fiery ſhafts from the bows of 
infernal archers, and in thoſe times of 
ſore conflict, are bowed down beyond 
expreſſion, but temptation ſeaſons, how- 
ever boiſterous, ſhall eventually work 
for the real ſpiritual advantage of all 
thoſe dear tried people of God; for 
with every temptation the eternal Lover 
will make a way for their eſcape, and 
they ſhall ſweetly glorify his name for 
being kept by his mighty power. 
The poor and afflicted followers of 
the Lamb, I hope will find ſome crumbs {| 
of comfort in the following reflections. 
The greateſt part of God's children are 
a poor and afflicted people, being born 
to. trouble as the ſparks fly upward. 
1 But O! how ſweet and reviving are 1 
thoſe bleſſed words, in all their affiic- 
tions (our bleſſed God has condeſcended 
to tell us that) he was affiiffed; and his 
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pitying eye and tender heart is ſtill the 
ſame, and his bowels melt with love. 

Neither are the poor backſliding chil- 
dren, whoſe backſlidings now, or may yet 
reprove them, forgotten by the Author. 
If any remonſtrances or addreſſes from the 
eternal Jehovah, may be conſidered as. 
breathing greater ſympathy, tenderneſs, 
and compaſſion than others, in my view of 
things, 1t appears to be to poor return- 
ing children, under a ſenſe of their per- 
fidious conduct; there is nothing ſo pow- 
erful as the language of love to humble 
the ſpirit or break the heart of a poor wan- 
dering ſheep. O! that we who profeſs, 
to know the goſpel, were more importu- 
nate with our Lord at a throne of grace, 
that, we may live under the ſweet in- 
flüence of it, which is love to God, and 
to all the lambs and ſheep. of the great 
and adorable Shepherd, who has re- 
deemed his flock with his own blood! 

Now my dear reader, let me humbly 
intreat thee to read this work (not in a 
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partial way, but to read it) impartially, 
looking unto Jeſus for his preſence, and 
ſweet influence of his holy Spirit, that 
rhou may underſtand what thou read- 


eſt.—Conſcious I am in ſome meaſure 
of my own weakneſs, and the filthy 


channel of my own heart, therefore 
whatever imperfections thou ſhalt meet 
with in what is before thee, it comes. 


from myſelf, but if any comfort comes 


ſtreaming into thy ſoul from what is 
here ſet before thee, it is not mine, but 
the dear Redeemer's. I therefore leave 
the whole of my poor labours to be 


ſucceeded and proſpered by the bleſs- 


ing of the Holy Ghoſt. 
| 5 1 64 


No. 16, Red Croſs Street, W. A. Clarke, 


near Cripplegate. 


an unworthy Servant in the 
Goſpel of Canis. 


INVITATION 


(COME weeping Child, each tear 8 
Saviour knows, 

Thy riſing ſighs and ſoul diſtreſſing woes; 

Each penctential tear is dear to Him, 

Whoſe blood aton'd for all thy guilt and ſin. 

No grief, no tears for ſin could e er begin, 

Till wounded by the Lamb who once was. 
ſain! 

Look up dear child, thy wounds ſhalt 
have a cure, 

And thou ſhalt ſing of heating grace and 
pow'r, 

Of ſweet redeeming love ! and pleading; 
blood! 

And glory in a reconciled God. 


a 
2— 


Ol] thou aſflicted, toſſed with tempeſt, and not 
comforted; behold, I will lay thy ſtones with 
fair colours, and lay thy foundations with PT. 
1/aiah xi. 54. 
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CHEAT 5 
THE Spouſe of Feſus deſcribed in many wilder- 
neſſes, in this wilderneſs world; yet coming 
up from the wilderneſs, leaning upon her beloved; 
which implies wearineſs, willingneſs, love and con- 
Jidence. 
C HAP. II. 
Ghrift Jeſus, the glorious Lover of his ſaints, is ſet 
forth as the covertand hiding place to his redeem- 
ed ones from the wind and tempeſt. 


CHA-P. III. | 
Feſus the ſaviour of his children, is ſet forth as 
rivers of water, for their refreſhment and con- 

ſolation in their way to eternal happineſs. 


CHAP. IV. 

The compaſſionate Lamb of God, 1s ſet forth as the 
ſhadow of a great ruck in a weary land; in 
which his heaven-born children may reſide and 

' dwell ſafely, 
CHAP, V. 
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CHAP. V. * 
The dear Redeemer comforteth his forrowful diſct ples, 
prior to his ſufferings and death with, let not your 
heart be troubled. And gave them to underſtand, 
that alths* he maſt leaue them that be would comt 
to them again. 


CHAF, FL 


The ſaints deſcribed as riding ſafe at Anchor in the 
fea of tribulation, their Anchor being caſt within 
the vail, both ſure and ſtedſaſi. 


CHAP. VIL 


The eternal Jehovah will ſupply all the wants of 
his beloved and redeemed children, according to 
the riches of his glory by Chriſt Feſus, who is 
the grand medium of — tual communion. 


CHAP. VIII. 


The rag di ;ſciples of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt fall 
have tribulation in this ungodly world ; and like- 
wiſe in the elec} world, redeemed with precious 
Hood. 

3 H A P. IX. 

The tender and ſweet Carriage of Chriſt % Feſus, the 

- ſhepherd of his redeemed Hack, is. fot forth in his 


feeding. 
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CONTESTS 


feeding and leading them, and in ſupplying all 
theer wants out of his precious ſulneſs, 


CHAP. X. 
The glorious Bridegroom, is ſet forth as helping his 
ſpouſe out of her undone condition, in raiſing her 
up by his love, grace and power, to ſing in the 
heights of Zion, Salvation to the Lord, 


CRAP. XE 


The church of Chriſt, which is compoſed of ſub- 
feats of grace, is ſet forth under the appellation 
of a lily among thorns. Her lily nature is 
elucidated, and her bramble thorny nature deſ= 

cribed. Likewiſe the growth of that tender 
flower, in the midſt of thorny profe Yrs, and 
bramble perſecutars. 
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CRUMBS or COMFORT 
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DROOPING AvD DEJECTED SOULS. 


r L 
ho is this that cometh up out of the wil- 


-derneſs, leaning upon her Vell-belou'd ? 
CANT. viii. 5. 


FTFUVHE Spouſe of the heavenly Bride- 
14 groom is a traveller; and it is 
her Mercy that ſhe is not left to travel 
alone. Jeſus the glorious Lover once 
travelled for his Spouſe from Bozra, 


with garments died in Boop! to re- 
B deem 


2 Comfort for Dejected Souls; or, 
deem her out of the hands of her Ene- 
mies, and to bring her to know the 
iweetnels, and bleſſedneſs, of being 
iaved in him with an EVERLASTING 
SALvariox. Jeſus the precious Bride- 
groom, will ſee of the travel of his ſoul, 
in all the jewels of his love, and be ſa- 
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tisfied. The Biide of Chriſt in all ages 
has had her wilderneſs ſeaſons, but has 
never reſted there, ſhe has ever been 
coming up, and that not alone, leaning 
on her B:Lover'! and he only can bear 
her up in the midſt of all her wilderneſs 
trials and ſorrows. The way to the 
heavenly Canaan is through this wil- 
derneſs- world, and it is the Bridegroom's 
pleaſure to allure and bring his Spouſe 
into the wilderneſs, and then to ſpeak 
comfortably to her. | 
A wilderneſs, you know, is a place 
uſt in its nature-ſtate, where the huſ- 
bandman hath not tilled the ground 
a nor can the reaper fill his band, 
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the Saints Anchor-hold in all Storms. 3 
A wilderneſs is a place where there is 
no beaten road for the traveller to fol- 
low, nothing to guide him in his way, 
he is loſt in the wilderneſs, and cannot 
find his way out. 

A wilderneſs is a place of danger, 
.there dwells the young Lion, the Cock- 
atrice and the Adder together, each: one 
ſearching for his Prey. $ 

A wilderneſs is a ſolitary place; no 
beaten paths, where there is no compa- 
ny but the Oſtriches and the Owls, and 
the creeping things of the earth. A 


wilderneſs is a place of great want; no 


food for the hungry, nor water for the 
thirſty. Such a wilderneſs, (in a ſpi- 
ritual point of view) the dear Spouſe of 
Jeſus the glorious Lover! hath had, 
and may yet have, cher dwelling 1n, in 

her way to her.reſting-place. 
The heavenly BRIDEOROOM, ſeeks 
and finds his Spouſe in the wilderneſs 
of / In, every elect ſoul is born in this 
B 2 wil- 


4 Comfort for Dejected Souls; or, 4 
wilderneſs, therefore by nature are wil- 
derneſs-children, or in the words of in- | 
ſpiration, children of wrath, even as others, | 


while in this wilderneſs-ſtate of in, we | 
are unclean, filthy, and vile, or in the i 
Prophet's language, from the ſole of the | 
foot even unto the head, there is no ſoundneſs a 
in it, but wounds and bruiſes, and putri- 
Hing ſores: | 
There is alſo a wilderneſs of ſoul- con- 
trition or heart felt ſorrow for ſin, 
which every awakened ſinner 1s brought 
to know by the operations of the Ho- 
ly Spirit in this wilderneſs of in, the 
ſoul cries out, Lord, ſave or I periſh, or 
what Hall 1 do to be ſaved ? in this ſitua- 
tion the ſoul is diſconſolate beyond ex- 
preſſion, ſeeing no way of relief from 
ſo great diſtreſs, till Jeſus, the glorious 
Lover, in mercy draws near by his 
ſweet arm of Salvation, ſaying, Come 
my Beloved, I am thy way out of this 
wil- 
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the Saints Anchor-hold in all Storms. 5. 


wilderneſs, on me will enable thee to 


lean, for my love and grace ſhall bear 


thee up, I will fweetly and powerfully 
draw thy foul to myſelf, by the ſilken 
cords of my Love and Mercy, for Iam 
thy true Lover ! thy well-beloved, and 
thy well-beloved ſhall be for ever thine: 
thou ſhalt never drown in Marab's wa- 
ters, thou ſhalt be brought ſafe through 
all the dangers of the wilderneſs, and 


thou ſhalt glorify thy unchangoadee 
Lover and Bridegroom. 


The Spouſe of Jeſus is ſometimes in 
the wilderneſs of affliction, the Bride's 
way to the eternal ſtate of reſt, 1s 
through the wilderneſs of tribulation; 
many prickling thorns and - grieving 
bryars grow in this wilderneſs. The 
wilderneſs of affliction in which the 
Bridegroom's redeemed Spoule is called 
to paſs through, is ſomething like the 
coat of (tried) Joſeph, (viz.) of many 
colours. Paul, that great apoſtle of 

B 3 the 
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6 Comfort for Dejected Souls; or, 


the Lord Jeſus, has given us to under- 
ſtand how it were with the ſaints of old 
in the wilderneſs of affliction. They 
wandered about in Sheepſkins, and Goat- 
ſkins, being deſtitute, affliffed, tormented, | 
they wandered in deſerts, and in mountains 

and in dens, and in ca ves of the earth; of ; 
whom the world was not worthy, but 3 
they all came up out of this wilderneſs. 
leaning on their SWEET BEetoved ! come 
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＋ F then, redeemed traveller, look unto thy 
Ti olorious Lover! thy Bridegroom and 4 
1 thy Friend! who is leading thee about in 
or this wilderneſs to do thee good, and to 
' bring thee ſafe into the eternal ocean 
1 of his boundleſs love and matchleſs 


goodneſs. | 
Another wilderneſs, which the Bride, 
the Lamb's wife, is ſometimes brought 
into, 1s the wilderneſs of temptation, 
the holy Bridegroom himſelf was once 
tried in this wilderneſs. He was led in. 
72 
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the Saints Anchor-hold in all Storms. . 


to the wilderneſs, to be tempted of the 
Devil. It is well for thee, dear Spoule; 
that thy precious Huſband' who is thy 
Way ! has been in that wilderneſs; in 
conſequence of which, the wilderneſs of 
temptation will never prove a loſing 
way to thee: thy glorious Lover was 


tempted in all things like unto thyſelf, 


thy Jeſus knows how to ſympathiſe with 


thee, and has ability alſo to ſupport thee 


under every temptation ; therefore with 
every temptation he will make a way for 
thy eſcape ; for there is no weapcn formed 
againſt thee ſhall proſper, therefore thou 


ſhalt come up out of this unpleaſant 


wilderneſs of temptation leaning on uy 
WELL-BELOVED FHusBAND. ; 
Another wilderneſs that the Bride is 


ſometimes brought into, is the wilder- 


neſs of deſertion, or the hidings of her 
| heavenly Bridegroom's face; in this- 


wilderneſs, the Spouſe'slanguage is, thou: 
B 4. hideſt. 
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$ Comfort for Dejefted Souls; or, 
hideſt thy face and I am troubled, or 
verily thou art a God who hideſt thyſelf, 
O God the Saviour. In this wilderneſs 
alſo, thy GLORIOUS BLEEDING LOVER, 
once appeared for thy ſake, O! Spouſe, 
breathing out from his. righteous ſoul, 
under the heavy and awful preſſure of 
all thy fin and guilt, my God, my God, 
why haſt thou forſakeu me? In this wil- 
derneſs the Church tells us, that ſhe- 
fought him, whom her ſoul loved; ſhe ſought- 
but found bim not. In this wilderneſs it 
is with the Brice as it was with Mary, 
when ſhe ſaid, hey have taken away my 
Lord, and I know not where they have 
laid him. O Spouſe of Jeſus, thou art 
for ever laid in the loving boſom of thy 
glorious and precious Bridegroom, and 
he has laid himſelf, in thy heart by the 
life of grace and love! So that the 
Bridegroom and Spouſe are for ever. 
one. Every elect ſoul belonging to 
PRECIOUS CHRIST, muſt go through. 
many 


the Saints Anchor- hold in all Sturms. g 


many a wilderneſs in this time- ſtate: 
earth is the ſaints deſert, and the whole 
of their Pilgrimage is in this wretched 
Meſhech, but this is thy comfort, O! 
bleſſed Hephzibab, that through abound- 
ing grace, and the ſtrong arm of ho- 
van Jxsus, thou ſhall come up out of 
every wilderneſs into the heavenly Ca- 
NAAN of unbounded pleaſures. 


CHAP Vu 


And a man. ſhall be as an biding-place | 
from the wind, and a covert from the 
tempeſt, Iſaiah xxx11.. 2. 


THE myſtical and ſpiritual ſenſe 
of theſe precious words, are to be 
underſtood of the Logp Jesvs CHRIST, 
_ who is King of Zion! a glorious Prieſt 
and Prophet of his Church. The words. 
are a ſweet cordial. for drooping and 
dejected 


10 Comfort for Dejected Souls; or, 
dejected ſaints. The dear lambs and 
ſheep. of Jeſus are liable to be weary, 
and faint (like Gideon's little army) and 
to meet with great ſtorms and tem- 
peſts in their journeying towards the 
heavenly kingdom. The King's high- 
way to the Canaan of delights, is thro? 
the ſea of tribulation, and redeemed 
pilgrims ſhall come out of all their tri- 
bulations, glorying in their glorious 
Guide and UNCHANGEABLE Lozp and 
Lover! 5 
The holy Jeſus is the MioRHTY Goo, 
therefore a fit Hiding-place * for his 
dear people, into which, through the 
power of the eternal Spirit, they ſhall 
be helped to run and be ſafe. The name 
of JEHovan 1s a ſtrong tower, the righ- 
reous runneth into it and are ſafe, 
It is an inexpreſſible mercy in all 
ſtorms and tempeſts, to have a hiding- 
place: 


* If the Lox D Jesvs ChRIisr were only Man 
he would want an hiding: place for himſelf, there- 


Tore could not be a hiding place for poor ſinners, 
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place: this is thy glorious priviledge, 
redeemed ſoul, to him mayeſt thou ever 
be helped to fly as thy precious refuge 
and ſhelter, and to ſing that ſweet tri- 
umphant ſong, Behold, God. is my ſal- 
vation,. I will truſt and not be afraid, for 
the Lord Jerovan is my ſtrength, he al- 
o is became my Salvation. Heaven-born. 
ſoul, thy MicaTy JEsus, is able to ſave 
thee to the uttermoſt, for as Gop-Man, 
he is thy Saviour, ſanctuary and cover- 
ing SHELTER, in dangers, trials, and 
temptations. Jzsus, the dear La MB or 
God, in Love to the ſouls of his dear 
Children, willingly put himſelf in their 
Law-place in order to die a ſacrifice for 
ſin ; that the divine Law and Juſtice, 
might be ſatisfied, Jzsus. by his active 
and paſſive obedience, openeda way for 
manifeſtive juſtification (by that faith 
which is of the operation of the Holy- 
Spirit) and by the free flowings of his 
Brood! which is become — 
WE” | leſ- 
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bleſſed covert and hiding-place to 
his Jewels, from the Wind, and from 
the Tempeſt: 

The moſt eminent Saints recorded in 
the holy ſcriptures, had their ſtains as 
well as the heaven-born fouls now in a 
ſtate of Pilgrimage, yet are they reſ- 
cu'd and freely faved from guilt and 
condemnation by the precious BLood 
or CHR1ST! Blood was the price which 
divine juſtice required, and that price 
the great Redeemer paid. Redeemed, 
faith the HoLy-Gnosr, by Peter, with 
the precious blood of CnrIsT, as of @ 
Lamb without blemiſh and without ſpot. 
All the ſin of Gop's elect family was 
CHARGED TO CHRIST's ACCOUNT, for he 
was made fin for us, who knew no ſin, that 
we might be made the righteouſneſs of God 
in him. Therefore the dear and imma- 
culateJesvs, is a moſt bleſſed and preci- 
ous hiding-place to his Spouſe, from all 
ſtorms of ſin or guilt. Jzsvs the Al- 

mighty 
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mighty ſurety, has paid Divine Juftice 
the utmoſt farthing, therefore juſt ice it- 
ſelf cannot lay any thing to the charge 

of Gop's elect, for CHR 15T has died and 
cancelled the bond that was againſt 
them with his own blood. Redeemed ſoul, 
art thou burdened with thy ſin? art 
thou wounded and pained in thy ſpirit? 
O! conſider what Jeſus hath: done for 
poor ſenfible finners: Ixsus has bore 


the curſe due to chy fin and guilt, juſ- 
tice 1s forever ſatisfied, thy precious Sa- 


viour has anſwered for all thy debt and 
load of fin and iniquity, therefore is 
thy ſure hiding-place ; thou art hid in 
his life! yea, bound up in bis LOVING 
HEART. 
The dear 2 has hid his dear 
Children from the reign of ſin, ſin is in 
every heaven- born veſſel of mercy, and 
at times creates a kind of a fever in the 
breaſt, and this is the ſoul's diſeaſe, this 
is its malady. Indwelling ſin, will give 
pain 
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pain to each ſubject of grace, but tho 
ſin is in the Spoule of Jzsvs, it ſhall 
not have dominion. Foil'd, fome of the 
moſt eminent Saints have been, their falls 
were foul and great, but they were all 
recovered again, for they were loved 
with an everlaſting Love! and under- 
neath them were everlaſting arms, there- 
fore CHRIST was their glorious hiding- 
place. There is no fury in the Lorp 
againſt his people, he is fully ſatisfied 
for all their offences, there is no wrath 
in him to purſue. Gob hath ſaid, that 
he will be angry with his people no 
more for ever, for he has received ſuch a 
plenary ſatisfaction for the ſins of all his 
people paſt, preſent, and to come, that 
his juſtice cannot deſire any more. He 
'hath ſaid, I am well pleaſed, for my 
righteouſneſs ſake, for he (viz.) CHRIST 
has magnified the Law, and made it 
-honorable. 


Jesus 
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Jesus, the mighty Redeemer, will hide 
his dear elect from the wrath of the 
Prince of the power of the air. Levia- 
than, that piercing, crooked ſerpent, 
muſt pierce through the Logp Jesvs 
CHRIST, before he can give thee a mor- 
tal wound, but this Satan can never do, 
for the Spoule's life 1s bound up in the 
life of her GLORIOUS Lover, her Hus- 
BAND, and her Friend. Satan, may ſhoot 
his fiery darts with infernal rage, 
againſt thee, redeemed ſoul, yet will 
thy merciful Saviour quench them all, 
and not ſuffer them to touch thee, to 
do thee any harm; he hath reſcued 
thee from Satan's power, and will fave 
thee in himſelf, with an EVERLASTING 
SALVATION. Come then, dear Heph- 
2:bab, for thou art truly bleſt! thou art 
truly ſecure! for the Arcana of thy 
BRIDEGROOM S-HEART, is thy Hiding- 
place. 
CHAP. 


e 


s 
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. 


The glorious Redeemer, fhall be as rivers 
of water in a dry place. Iſa. xxxil. 2. 


| HE infinitely precious and adore- 
1 able Redeemer, is as rivers of wa- 
ter to his Children in dry places, waters 
were appointed of old by a Gop of love, 
for healing of bodily diſtempers, as well 
as for other uſes: we read in the goſpel 
according to Jabn, of a pool called Be- 
theſda, which healed (at certain times) 
all manner of diſeaſes ; when the Angel 
went down into the pool, and troubled 
the water: the Log D JESsus CHRIST is 


appointed by the Almighty Father as a 


precious and bleſſed fountain, not only 
to cleanſe, but alſo to heal wounded 
and diſtreſſed ſouls: Precious CnRISr 
was anointed by him for this purpoſe, 
Zo heal the broken hearted, and to bind up 
all their wounds. By the ſtripes of Jesvs, 


we are healed, neither is it poſſible for 
us 
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us to have healing any where elſe, but 
in and from him, who 1s the precious 
PhySsICIAN OF VALUE :— He is as a 
fountain ſet open for ſin and uncleanneſs, 
to which, redeemed and awakened ſin- 
ners come for healing.—Here all kind 
of ſinners made willing in the day of 
Chriſt's power, come for Salvation, and 
to be healed of foul diſeaſes: Here all 
ulcerous fores, and ſtinking wounds, 
can, and ſhall be ſtopped and cleanſed; 
for that precious ChRISTH who cured all 
manner of diſeaſes among the people 
when on earth, 1s now going about by a 
preached Goſpel, and the virtue of his 
blood, to cure all bleeding-hearted ſin- 
ners. Dear reader, art thou a wounded 
ſoul? O cry then for the ſweet help of 
the holy Spirit, that thou mayeſt haſte a- 
way to dear and precious Jztsus, by 
whom thou ſhalt be healed: remember 
that all time-things, are but as dry places 
that have no virtue in them, to heal, or 
| C to 
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to help thee ; but precious CHRIST, he 
has a virtual plaiſter for every ſore, and 
ableſſed medicine for every ſoul diſeaſe; 
if thy diſtemper be the awful riſings of 
pride, or a hard unbelieving heart, or 
tender-eye'd, like Leah, Jesus the great 


and only wiſe Phyſician of value, can 


and will effect a perfect cure: go then, 
poor ſin- ſick and wounded ſoul, to this. 
precious river Chriſt for healing. He re- 
jects none that comes to him, for he hath, 
aſſur'd us, that all that come to bim, be will 
in ns wiſe caſt them out, and he has pro- 
miſed to give to him that is athirft, of the 
water of Life freely: but ah! methinks. 
J hear one poor diſtreſſed ſoul ſaying, 
woe 1s me, for | have nothing to bring 
to CHRIS but filthy wounds and loth- 


ſome diſeaſes: dear diſconſolate foul, 


come, O come to Jeſus, juſt as thou art 


he will not ſpurn thee from his footſtool, 


for he is a precious river of water, ap- 
pointed. to heal every ſuch diſtreſſed ſoul 


as. 
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as thou art; all the ſaints in heaven are 
indebted to this precious river CarisT. 
Fzsus, for healing and cleanſing: they 
ſweetly ling anto bim that loved us, and 
waſhed us from our fins in his own Blood, 
and hath made us Kings and Prieſts unto 
God and his Father; to bim be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. 

Dear ſoul, there is nothing but love 
in the tender heart of Jeſus, towards 
thee; continue then to plead at the 
throne of mercy till thy quickened foul 
feels what David did, when he ſaid, O 
Lord my God, 1 cried unto thee, and thou 
haſt healed me. 

The adorable and almighty Jeſus, 7s 
as a river for cleanſing : Rivers are good 
to waſh in, to cleanſe and carry away 
lothſom filthineſs and pollutions, of this 
precious uſe is the dear Redeemer to. 
heaven-born ſouls: CHRIST as a precious 
river, takes pleaſure in cleanſing all that 
he heals; and will make them as a beau- 

| 2 tiful 


by. 
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tiful lock of ſheep, which go up from the 
waſhing, The holy Spirit operates by 
lovereign power on the ſubjects of diſ- 
eriminating favor in bringing them to 


the glaſs of inſpiration, in order to 


diſcover unto them their original im- 
purity and awful deformity; then the 


ſoul cries out, oh, what vileneſs do I ſee 


in my nature, I ſee thy law is immacu- 
late, but I am ſinfully unclean: I ſee 
that I have added to my original conta- 
gion, actual unrighteouſneſs, which can- 
not be waſhed away, but in a Saviour's 
blood: I am convinced in my foul of 
the verity of thoſe words of infpiration, 


(viz.) tho" thou waſh thee with nitre and 


take thee much ſope, thine iniquity is mark- 
ed before me. I am conſcious that I am 
a poor filthy ſtinking ſinner, from the 
crown of my head to the ſoles of my feet, 
thereis no ſoundneſs; my wounds and brui- 
{es, and putrifying ſores, conſtrain me 
to complain in my ſpirit to a God of 

Love 
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Love and mercy, for there is no place 
free from pollution, ſo that I have rea- 
ſon to ſtand afar off with the lothſome 
Lepers, and cry out, unclean, unclean: I 
have the filtheneſs of fleſh and ſpirit up- 
on me. O,come dear ſoul, to precious 
Jesvus, look athis promiſes, theyare great, 
free, and full, and are ſweetly ſuited to 
thy caſe; the dear Lamb of Gop, will 
waſh and cleanſe thee in the fountain of 
his blood, and make thee whiter than 
ſnow, ſo that thou ſhalt enter into the 
eternal ſtate of perfect viſion and unin- 
terrupted happineſs, truly clean and ho- 
ly. My redeemed friend, be looking 
for the ſweet influence of the bleſſed 
Spirit, to enable thee to depend on 
CHRIST's faithful word of promiſe, while 


my arduous prayer is for thee, that thou 


mayeſt be a witneſs of the free flowings 
of his invaluable and precious blood. 
Holy and bleſſed Iss, is as a river 
to his elect Children, for ſpiritual fruit- 
| 3 fulneſs, 
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fulneſs, while they are travelling in this 
law-land ſtate of ſorrow and tribulation. 
Rivers, cauſeth thoſe trees to grow and 
1 thrive that are planted by the ſides of 
TY them: the waters melowing and ſoften- 
F ing the earth, cauſes their roots to ſpread 
forth and flouriſn.— Of this uſe is the 
11 ALMIGHTY and COMPASSIONATE JESUS to 
"8 poor ſouls that are mourning over their 
F' 4 barrenneſs and dryneſs. ELECT SOULS are 
taken out of the wild field of nature and 
are brought to know by the operationsof 
the Holy Ghoſt, that they are ingrafted 
in CaRisT, by vital union in conſe- 
quence of a prior union, (v1z.) ancient 
and virtual, that 1s they were che/en, 
and blejjed in Chriſt 7eſus, with all ſpi- 
ritual bleſſings, before the foundation of the 
world, therefore were virtually united 
to him antecedent to their natural and 
ſpiritual birth. Now in conſequence 
of this manifeſtive ingrafture by grace 
operations, the Heaven-born ſouls are 


ſaid | 
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aid to be like a tree planted by the river 
of water, that bringeth forth fruit in due 
ſeaſon, and his leaf fhail not wither: 
CHRLTST JEsvs is a precious river of liv- 
ing water, to make his redeemed plan- 
tation to flouriſh and grow in the di- 
vine life; he hath ſaid, that he will pour 
Water upon him that is thirſty, and floods 
upon the dry ground; and the precious 
and bleſſed effect of ſuch a rendundancy 
of grace, is moſt ſweetly expreſſed by 
 Tſaiah (viz.) they ſhall ſpring up as graſs, and 
as willows by the water courſes. All hea- 
ven born ſouls are in CHRIST, and the 
holy-Spirit has taken up his abode in 
their hearts, therefore in Jzsus is their 
fruit found. Reader, art thou born of 
Gop? if ſo, thou well knoweſt that all 
barreneſs is from thyſelf, but thy fruitful- 
neſs is from ChRIiSTH the precious and 
truly bleſſed vine, who bled ar thou 
mighteſt live. 

924 The 
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The infinitely precious and imma- 
culate Ixsus, is as a river of water unto 
his dear Lambs and Sheep, for comfort 
and conſolation. 

A river is truly profitable and de- 


lightful, to all them who are ſituated 
near it, of this uſe is the holy Redeemer 


to all his ſaints, in this wilderneſs world: 
Jzsvs is called the conſolation of Iſrael, 


and with the greateſt propriety he may 


be ſo called; their pure, ſolid, and ſub- 
tantial joys, flow ſweetly from him. 
There are no real pleaſures nor comforts 


but thoſe that flow from this precious 
river CRISTH Jesus ; the bleſſed ſtreams 


that come from him make glad the city of 
our gracious God. There are conſola- 


tions in CHRISTH Jesus, that are un- 
ſpeakable and full of glory, and his 
conſolations are neither few nor ſmall. The 
comforts and ſpiritualjoys, that low from 
this holy river, are beyond expreſſion, 
for they are heavenly; whereas, other 

Joys 
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joys are like the fading flower, or fal- 


ling leaf: I acknowledge that true be- 


lievers in Chriſt, do not always rejoice, 


neither have they at all times, ſenſible joy, 

yet they have always ground for rejoic- 
ing: grace in the ſoul is a precious ſeed 
of heavenly joy, ſo that heaven- born 
ſaints, though they may want the com- 


fortable influence of the ſun, yet having 


covenant grace in their hearts, may tru- 
ly glory in the God of their Salvation. 
Your hearts (ſaid our Loxp to his diſ- 


ciples) ſhall rejoice, and your joy no man 


taketh from you; tho' true believers in 
Jesvs, (in the view of the ungodly 
world) may be the moſt uncomiortable 
people on earth, yet have they from the 

ever precious and glorious Redeemer, 
ſuch ſpiritual joy and ſoul conſolation, 
that ſt; angers intermeddle not with, The 
members of Ca«1sT's myſtical body, ſhall 
always be ſupported by him, though 
not in joyous extacy, they ſhall have fo 


much- 
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much of the aid of the holy Spirit as ſhall 
keep them from ſinking ; beſide, under- 
neath are everlaſting arms to ſupport 
them, therefore the wiſe and holy 
Lover will not leave his ſpouſe comfort- 
leſs in this ſad wilderneſs of ſin and ſor- 
Tow. Herein appears the great love of 
God, in providing CHRIST JEsus as a 
river of water, to heal, cleanſe and com- 
fort our ſouls in this vale of tears and 


tribulation. Reader, is bleſſed CHRIST 


ſuch a river unto thy never dying ſoul? 
if ſo, thou art among the bleſſed of the 
Losp, who ſhall be ſaved in him, with 
an everlaſting ſalvation, and ſhall ne- 
wer be confounded, 
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n IV. 


Tranſcendentiy glorious, and ſuperlatively 


precious Chriſt, will be unto his dear chil- 
dren, as the ſhadow of a great rock in a 
weary land. T/atah xxxii. 2. 


& | HE elegance of ſcripture ſimili- 
tudes are apparent to every hea- 
ven-born foul, therefore ſhall conſider 
of what uſe CarisT Jzsus is unto his 
- ſaints as a great rock in this wilderneſs 
world. The redeeming and almighty 
Saviour, is a rock to his e/e#, for founda- 
tion to build their Salvation upon: 
Rocks are firm and immoveable, and 
ſo are truly fit for foundations to build 
upon: ſuperſtructures raiſed upom rocks, 
ſtand againſt ſtorms and tempeſts, hence 
he his reckoned a wiſe man that builds 


his houſe pon a rock: precious Jeſus is 


a firm and glorious rock, a ſure foun+ 
Cation 
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dation for redeemed and called fouls to 
build upon: It is ſafe and comfortable 
building on Chriſt for Life and Salva- 
tion, but it 1s truly dangerous if we 
atempt to build any where elſe, for no 
other foundation can any man lay, than that 
which is laid, (viz.) Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord, he is a tried and a firm rock, and 
they that build upon him, infernal leg1- 
ons ſhall not prevail againſt them: ſin- 
ners of all diſcriptions who are helped 
by the Holy Garosr to build upon this 
foundation, and lay the ſtreſs of their 
whole Salvation upon it, the powers of 
Hell, nor the rage of apoſtate angels, 
ſhall never be able to ſubvert or deſtroy 
their ſouls: For they that truſt in him 
ſhall never be confounded: Satan muſt 
firſt daſh the rock Chriſt in pieces, be- 
fore he can overturn the faith of Gop's 
elect. 

The holy Redeemeris compared to a 
rock, as a ſure foundation in reſpect of 


his 
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his glorious perſon : he is not only man, 


but God over all, bleſſed for evermore; 


therefore is a firm and ſure foundation, 
he 7s the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for 
ever: there is no mutability in him; no 
not ſo muchas the leaſt ſbadot of turning 
with him: dear Children, whatever 
changes you find in this houſe of your 
Pilgrimage, CHRIST 1s and will be ever 
the ſame, ſo that he 1s a precious firm 
foundation for you to build yourſelves. 
Upon. 

TheLamb of God is immutable in his 
mercy and love: his precious love ſhall 
be perfected in us, but ſhall never be 
ended; his loving-kindneſs is everlaſt- 
ing, he loves his redeemed ones to the 
end: the mountains ball depart, and the: 
hills be removed, but my kindneſs ſhall not 
depart from thee, ſaith the Lord, neither 
ſhall the covenant of my peace be broken < 
Here ſubjects of grace may reſt ſafe and: 
ſecure, for Jeſus having fixed his love: 

upon 
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upon them, he will never remove it 
from them as the objects of his de- 
lights: Jeſus is not an inconſtant Lover, 
creatures are fickle Lovers, but Jeſus 
is the ſame in his love for ever: No- 
thing can, nor ſhall alter his love to 
his dear flock, for he that hath loved 
them, for his own name-ſake, will un- 
doubtedly love them for the ſame cauſe 
to the boundleſs ages of eternity. —The 
_ adorable Saviour may ſometimes with- 
hold from his ſaints, the light of his. 
countenance, but then he will never 
take away his LOVING-KINDNESS; ſo 
that he is a ſure foundation to build 
upon in reſpect of his affection and 
precious Love. Jeſus muſt ceaſe to be, 
ere he can ceaſe to love the purchaſe 
of his blood; perſuaded I am that there 
is nothing without us, nor within us, 
that can or ſhall alter his Love, 
, who ſhall ſeparate us from the Love of 
vat ? ſhall tribulation, or diſtreſs, or 


perſecution, 
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perſecution, or nakedneſs, or peril, or ſword? 
No, faith an inſpired watchman, none of” 
them ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the: 
Love of God, which is in CHRIST JESUS.. 
True believers in Jeſus may ſafely caſt 
Anchor in, and reſt upon, precious. 
Chriſt's Love, for it is unchangeable, it 
knows no viciſſitude: the love of- 
friends often change, they that fmile- 
upon us to- day, may hate and deſpiſe us 
to-morrow: but of a Saviour's love 
there can be no end; if any thing could 
alienate and change his love, one would 
think it ſhould be ſin, but (glory ! glory! 
to the matchleſs. love of God our Re- 
deemer,) this can never do it; for he 
loved. them when they were enemies, 
when they loved iniquity, even then he 
loved them; ſure then their ſinful in- 
firmities and weakneſs, can never cauſe 
him to change in his love: Peter's ſin- 
ing was not the undoing of his. ſoul, 
tho' it proved the wounding and diſ- 
aduiet 
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quieting of it. CarisrT's bowels of com- 
paſſion went out after poor Peter, when 
he ſaid, go tell my deſciples, and tell Peter, 
concerning my glorious reſurrection 
from the grave. Poor ſinning Peter muſt 
not be left out, for the tender heart of a 
loving Jeſus was towards him ſtill, yea, 
his love was as great to Peter in his fall, 
or ſininng times“, as it was when Peter 
ſaid, Lord thou knoweſt all things, thou 
knoweſt that I love thee. I ſpeak this for 
your ſouls conſolation who are real be- 
lievers in Jeſus, not to encourage any 
of you in ſin, but to excite you to ad- 
mire with gratitude the fecurity of your 
ſtanding in the love and friendſhip, of 
your UNCHANGEABLE LovxR and Bride- 
groom. Reader, art thou a ſound be- 
liever in CHRIST the Saviour of ſinners? 


If 


Dogs will cry out againſt this bleſſed truth, 
as if the honor of Jehovah was not ſupported, 
but Children who know the grace of the goſpel, 
will ſweetly feed on God's loving at all times, 
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If fo, he is thy precious foundation to 
build thy hopes and confidence upon, 
for all ſpiritual ſupport and confolation. 
Tk 11.LuUSTRIOUs Lover CHRIST JE- 
SUS, is faithful in his promiſes, upon 
which he hath cauſed his people to hope: 
not a word of his ſhall ever fall to the 
ground, all that he hath promiſed to 
his dear Children, they ſhall aſſuredly en- 
Joy; for he will not fail of his preci- 
ous word, nor depart from it. This 
firmneſs and immutability of precious 
Jesvs, in his Perſon, love and promiſes, 
may diſſipate all your fears, and help 
you with ſoul pleaſure, to build upon 
him as the bleſſed rock of Salvation. 
All thole elect precious fouls who are 
built on precious CHRIST, are ſaid to be 
like Mount Sion, that ſhall never be remov- 
ed; he is a firm and glorious founda- 
tion laid in Zion by the Father of mer- 
cies, for all poor mourning ſinners to 
build theirhopes upon for comfort here, 
| D | and 
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and future and eternal glory. Reader, l 

art thou in the heart of a dear Saviour? = 
art thou helped to build upon him, as 
God's approved foundation? If ſo, dear 
ſoul, thou ſhalt never periſh; for preci- E | 

| -ous CHRIST and thou, art for ever ONE. 

| The adorable EMaNnuEL, is as the ſha- 1 

1 dow of a great rock, to his for habitation; 

4] |  ewwhere they may ſweetly ręſide, and dwell 


han. bl 


_ ſafely : the Spouſe of Ixsus, is ſaid to be 
in the clifts of the rock, which we are to þ 
| underſtand, is the LoRD JESUS CRRIST, 
Wl and the clifts of this rock, the wounds 
fi | of precious CHRIST, where redeemed 
and heaven-born fouls ſafely dwell. Jz- 
4 sus is their ſpiritual-habitation to dwell 
n in, their precious ſanctuary and hiding- 
„ place from all the aſſaults of Satan, of 
ſin, and the world; from theſe formi- 
dable enemies there is no ſafety, but in 
the wounds of the bleeding Lamb. In 1 
him, dear elect Children, you are and 'F 
| ball be for ever ſafe, while others are 
. ex poſ- 
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expoſed to the fury of Satan, the curſe 
of a righteous law, and the awful wrath 
of a fin avenging God. 

The Almighty. Saviour 1s a rock for 
defence to all his dear Children; againſt 
all their enemies, fears and dangers: 
therefore he is faid to be to them; as 
the ſhadow of a great rock in this weary 
land, This wilderneſs world is full of 
ſnares, floods of temptations, and com- 
plicated trouble; againſt which the holy 
Jesvs is a precious rock of defence and 
ſecurity to his dear redeemed ones on 


all occaſions. He is ſaid to be a frength 


to the poor and needy in his diſtreſs, and a 
refuge from the ſtorm, and a ſhadow from 


the heat, when the blaſt of the terrible one 


is as aſtorm againſt the wall. Rocks were 
of old made uſe of, for defence againſt 
dangers and enemies: thus David for 
ſecurity againſt Saul's rage, got into a 
ſafe rock and hid himſelf. Of this uſe 
is the redeeming Lover to all poor 

| D 2 mourn- 
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mourning ſinners, that fly to him for 
refuge and ſhelter: they that fly to this 
great rock Jeſus for refuge and ſhelter, 
under the divine influence of the holy 
Spirit, and make him their defence, 
need not fear the wrath of men, nor 
what all the powers of Hell can do unto 
them: he is a mighty rock, for a glori- 
ous foundation, and ſo able to ſecure his, 
for a bleſſed eternity. Theſe ſaints in 
Jeſus are ſo ſafe, that they cannot be 
hurt nor overcome, neither can the gates 
of hell prevail againſt them, It 1s pro- 
miſled by a covenant God, as the privi- 
lege of heaven born ſouls, they ſhall 
dwell on high, they ſhall be ſet out of 
the reach of all enemies, and their place 
for defence ſhall be the munition of rocks. 
Reader, art thou a ſubject of grace? 
art thou exerciied with the corruptions 
of thy wicked nature? and art thou 
troubled with diſtreſſing fears, and with 


the temptations of ſatan? and art thou 
wounded 


R 


1 
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wounded and pained with heart back- 
ſliding? well, tried Child, thy ſtanding 
is ſecure in precious CarisT, who is 
thy bleſſed rock of refuge. Jeſus 1s inte- 
reſted in thee, therefore he will preſerve 
thee atall times, to encourage thy faith, 
and ſubdue thy unbelieving fears, and 
will make all things to work together 
for thy ſpiritual good. Thy God and Sa- 
viour, has ſaid for thy ſoul's comfort and 
bleſſed ſupport, fear not, for I am with 
you, when thou paſſeſt thro' the waters ®, 
Iwill be with thee, and through the rivers, 
they ſhall not overflow thee; when thou 
zwalkeſt through the fire, thou ſhalt not be 
burnt, neither ſhall the flame kindle upon 
thee. Dear foul, what can a precious 
Chriſt ſay more to aſſure thee of his pro- 


tection under thy amazing variety of 
D 3 tribu- 


yo It is ſaid of Cæſar's men, that they were un- 
daunted, and did not fear drowning in a ſtorm, 
having Cæſar with them in the boat. And ſhall 


heaven-born ſouls fear drowning, who have Jeſus 
with them 1n the ſhip? 
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tribulations, to ſtrengthen thy faith in 
his loving-kindneſs and faithfulneſs. 
Dear child, this rock will follow thee all 
the way through this wilderneſs world, 
as it did 7/7 ae!, holy Jeſus will help thee 
ere long to put off thy mourning 
dreſs, never to put it on more; and lay 
down the croſs, for ever to wear the 
crown; and at laſt, ſafely bring thee to. 
that glorious reſt above, which flows, 
with milk and honey. Then, O then, 
thou wilt for ever behold thy Lord in 
the beauty of holineſs, and know the 


riches of glory, as well as the riches of 


grace, and glorify him to all eternity, 
for his ſetting his love upon thee, and 
redeeming and waſhing thee 1n precious. 
blood! and cloathing thee with gar- 


ments of Salvation, and the long white 


robe of ſpotleſs righteouſneſs. A robe 
far more glorious than what bright An- 
gels wear, in which thou now ſtandeſt 
compleat, and ſhall ſhing in the man- 

ſions. 


. 
4 
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fions of perfect viſion and cloudleſs day, 

an eternal day, a day of uninterrupted 

joy and boundleſs conſolation. - There 

thou wilt drink of the river of God 
which is full of water, and ſhall be 5 
growing in knowledge to all eternity. 
Dear ſoul, while I addreſs thee as one 
who is bound for eternity, my own ſoul. 
longs to be meetned for that precious 

and bleſſed reſt. O wiſh'd for day, O 
wiſh'd for moment, to fall afleep in 
Jeſus, and to be for ever in the arms 

of his love. 


— 
WE 


- 


n Ae v6: 


Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe 
in God, believe alſo in me, John xiv. 1. 


Y TUHESE precious words are part of 

1 our dear Redeemer's farewell to his 
beloved diſciples, a very little while 
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before his paſſion. The occaſion, or 
ground of theſe words, 1s this, our Sa- 
viour had diſcovered a hypocrite; one 
who eat bread with him, and was of his 
neareſt ſociety; not only one of his fol- 
lowers, but one of the twelve; one who 
was never before diſcovered, or any inti- 
mation given by the LoxD JEsvs of him, 
to any of his diſciples; inſomuch, that 
none of them ſuſpected him; but rather, 
every one ſuſpected himſelf, as men- 
tioned by the evangeliſts Luke and Jobn. 
Again, our Saviour had told them that 
he was preſently to be taken from them; 
alſo added, that they could not come 
to him whither he went. Now theſe 
things began to trouble their hearts 
with fear and grief; wherefore our Lord 
ſpeaks to them theſe words, Let not your 
hearts be troubled. 

Tribulations our dear Redeemer has. 
appointed his redeemed children unto, 


in this {ad vale of tears, in the world ye 


ſhall 


I» 
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ſhall have tribulation ; alſo, that we muſt 
through much tribulation enter the kingdom 
of Gop. But our Lord being full of 
compaſſion, gave his diſconſolate diſci- 
ples a precious cordial to eaſe their 
troubled hearts, with Let not your hearts 
be troubled. The heart indeed may be 
touched, and feel, when objects of fear 
and grief preſent themſelves : Chrift 
himſelf was ſenſible of ſuch things: and 

without it, a heaven-born ſoul would 
become a ffoick. Nor would it be any 
exerciſe or trial of grace, if the matter 
of fear and grief were not perceived 
and felt by the heart: wherefore Chriſt 
would have his elect children to be 
touched; and feel the objects of fear 
and grief: but chides an inordinancy in 
thoſe affections. 

They might be ſore troubled at Chriſt's 
departure, as he was their friend, com- 
panion and maſter, &c. a good ground 
for a moral grief, and as he was their 

Redeemer 
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Redeemer and Saviour, they had a good 
ground for a ſpiritual grief, in that they 
loved him, and ſo deſired his ſweet pre- 
ſence: yet there was no ground or cauſe to 
fear a 10% by his departure, as if all their 
ſafety and comfort had been entailed to his 
bodily preſence : this trouble, on wrong 
grounds, Chriſt forbids ;. ſo that the. 
meaning of this charge 1s, that they 


ſhould not be troubled with more fears 


or ſorrows, than there was true cauſe. 
for. The diſciples affliction, change or 
loſs, was truly great: for the Lord Jeſus. 


was to be taken from them by a ſhame- 
ful death, and not only ſo, but they 


had one of the twelve who proved a 
vile and awful hypocrite. Beſides, they 
had upon them the guilt of much un- 
fruitfulneſs, under the wiſe miniſtra- 
tions of the LoxD Jesvs CHRIST. Vet 
Chriſt adreſed them with, Let not your 
hearts be troubled. Troubles frequently 
ariſe in the hearts of God's people, ei- 

ther 
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ther from ignorance or unbelief, in not 
underſtanding the glories of IEHOVAN 
in the oECONOMY of a free grace cove- 
nant, which covenant ſtands faſt in 
ChRIisr, and is opened in its beauty, 
preciouſneſs and glory, by the HorLy | 
GHaosrT, to all them that ſhall be ſaved 
in the Lord with an EVERLASTING SAL- 
VATION. The Almighty Father's ever- 
laſting decree about the elect world; 
the Saviour's union with them and head- 
ſhip to them, in a-virtual and covenant 
way, before the foundation of the world, 
and his invaluable merits and wonder 
ful interceſſion; the Holy Ghoſt abid- 
ing in them, and glorious offices to- 
wards them, to work all their works for 
them, until he hath made them mete 
for ultimate glory: all which is ex- 
preſſed in the covenant of grace; in 
which they are aſſured that nothing ſhall 
befall them but for their real good: 
that the corruption. of their nature ſhall 
be 
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be ſo ordered and over-ruled, both be- 
fore and after converſion, as that it ſhall 
end 1n and turn to God's glory and their 
eternal good: and that the Lorp Jzsvs 
CnrisT hath made atonement for all 
ſin, paſt, preſent and to come, inaſ- 
much as all the ſins of the elect were 
laid on him, or met in him, according to 
Jaiab, and the Lord laid on him the ini- 
quity of us all. | 
And that the Joly Spirit ſhall dwell 
in them for ever, and they ſhall never 
finally fall away, for they are clothed 
with the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and are 
God's adopted children, therefore ſhall 
be kept by the power of the Divine 
Loves, through faith unto ſalvation. 
Hence Chriſt's words come in as a ſweet 
cordial, Let not your hearts be troubled. 
Afflictions of grief and ſorrow, are as 
winds to a ſhip; ſpiritual ſeamen are 
called to conſider the reaſon why they 


are troubled and caſt down, this is to 
find 
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find out the cauſe of the diſeaſe. And 
then they will conſider the reaſons 
againſt the affliction or trouble: this is 
to find out the remedy of the diſeaſe. 
Hence we are called to look at the 
grounds of comfort, which are greater 
than the grounds of all our trouble; 
for it is conſolation that is the only an- 
tidote againſt trouble. Now thus to 
comfort redeemed ſouls in the immedi- 
ate work of the Holy Ghoſt, He by his 
orient beams irradiates and enlightens 
the grounds of comfort, and draws out 
our faith to act on them, in order that 
we may have ſweet and precious refreſh- 
ings from the glorious preſence of our 
Lord and Saviour, whom to know eis 
eternal life; and whom to love, 1s hea- 
ven brought into our ſouls. This love 
will abundantly comfort our troubled 
Hearts. 

Again, though grace abide in every 
heaven- born foul as a living principle, 
yet it cannot act or move itſelf; without 
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the concurrence or aſſiſtance of the Holy 


Ghoſt : every act of faith requires the 
power of God adminiſtered afreſh ; what 
Paul calls fulfilling the work of faith with 


power : ſo that without the Spirits aid, 


nothing can be done in a way of faith, 
as in praying, it muſt be in the Holy 


Ghoſt, that is, in his ſtrength and aſ- 


ſiſtance : ſo alſo, muſt it be in living 


on divine faithfulneſs : therefore Jude 
Joins building up in faith, and praying 


together, as two golden links of the 


golden goſpel chain of ſalvation. 


Conſider alſo, that the divine Spirit 


-aſſiſts, only as he is Chriſt's Spirit, that 
is ſent from him as he is the Head of 


the church; for in no other way or re- 


ſpect, doth the Holy Ghoſt afford his 
gracious influence: wherefore all that 
he doth, is ſaid to be of Chriſt; and 
it is called Chriſt's ſtrengtbening; where- 
as it is the Spirit which doth it, for He 
teſtiſies of Feſus in his glorious operations. 
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It becomes us to be exceeding care- 
ful to conſider, that the Hol u Gos 
aſſiſts us as members of Chriſt's myſti- 
cal body, by virtue of ancient union, - 
and our being vitally united to him by 
a living faith. Our election of God muſt. 
be evidenced by faith, and our title to 
Chriſt and all goſpel promiſes; there- 
tore we cannot be comforted againſt 
troubles till we are bleſt with the evi- 
dence of faith: true faith is ſaving faith, 
but the evidence only brings conſola- 
tion into the ſoul, agreeable to thoſe 
ſweet words in the goſpel according to 
Jobn, Theſe things I have written to you 
that believe, that ye may know that ye have 
eternal life, and believe. It was a ſweet 
faying of one (v1z.) that it is not the 
ſtrength but the truth of faith, which 
evidenceth our intereſt in precious ELEC- 
Tron Love. Let us then be looking 
for the ſweet help of the Holy Spirit, 
that we may -be-comforted from thoſe 
| precious 
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precious words of Jeſtis, Let not your 
hearts be troubled, ye believe in God, &c. 
Again, to be more explicit for the 
comfort of thoſe ſaints: it is obvious 
from divine revelation, that aLL changes 
which come upon heaven-born ſouls, 
come from the DECREE of IEHOVAR. I 
aver that all afflictions come upon them 
from the Lord: this truth is ſo appar- 
ent, that it is generally granted accord- 
ing to the tenure of holy ſcripture, to 
raiſe us up to ſee and acknowledge God's 
FL hand in every affliction ; whatever in- 
ö ſtruments thereof have been, they were 
by the appointwent of God. It is evi- 
dently demonſtrated by ſcripture and 
reaſon, that the very fins and ſorrows 
of God's elect, were predeſtinated be- 
fore the foundation of the world; yet 
is the Lord no way defiled, or his glo- 
1 rious attributes diſhonoured thereby; 
Wilt neither is ſin extenuated, or the /inner 
my excuſed by it in the leaſt, "Ie 
wo Let 
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Let us ſtrictly obſerve this one rule, 
(viz.) that whatever is the iſſue of any 
trouble, and upon it brought about by 
the wiidom of IEHOVAEH as the end there- 
of; that was the chief ground and rea- 
ſon of God's bringing en that trouble: 
for the end of a thing is. the ground 
and moving cauſe of that whereby it is 
brought about. Now the holy word is 

full of infances of ſins and ſorrows which 
befel heaven-born children; the end 
and iſſue of all which, was for their 
real good and ſpiritual advantage * : 
therefore in all their changes both by 
ſins and ſorrows, Gop's grand end, was 
boundleſs bleſſedneſs to his choſen, and 
an eternal revenue of glory to his wiſdom 
and grace. JEHOVAH'S WILL is the 
womb that conceived and whence ſprings 
E all 

bes N Pelagians, Arminians and carnal 
hearts, will abuſe this ſcriptural doctrine, with 
proves that it leads to licentiouſneſs; yet I will 


be bold to aver, that real Saints will draw other 
zn ſerences. 
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all things that ſhall ever tranſpire in a 
way of grace or in a way of providence, 


in a way of mercy or judgment, in the 


breaking out of ſin or healing wounded 
fouls with the precious blood of Chriſt, 
and meetening by all their changes for 
.an eternal ſtate of inconceivable glory. 
Chriſtian reader, conſider the follow- 


ing in the moſt diſpaſſionate way and 


Manner: 


Abraham was ſorely tried by J ERHo- 


van's calling him to offer up Jaac, but 


the glorious end of it was not the un- 


doing of him in whom was all his hope 
of the promiſe, but confirming by an 
-oath the promiſes to him, ſo that inſtead 
of being a ſufferer, the pramiſes were 
more ſurely ſettled on him. 

Jacob, that ſervant of the Lord, was 
often and ſorely tried, fo that he once 
ſaid in a fit of unbelief, al! the/e things 
are againſt me; but the iſſue of every 
one of his trials was a farther revelation 


of 
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of Gon, and a ſweet ratification of the 


_ glorious covenant to him. 


_ Joſeph, that illuſtrious type of the 
Lozxp Jesus Curry, was caft into a 
deſperate ſituation when fold by his 
brethren, but the iſſue of all was his great 


_glory in being raiſed by the hand of pro- 


vidence to be the Viczrov of Egypt. 

Job had«croffes and loſſes and ſharp 
Troubles, but the end was bleſſedneſs 
and honour, children with a length of 
days, and feeing Go prepitious with 
an eye of faith, who before but heard 
of him by the ear. IJhave heard of thee, 


(faith Fob by the hearing - of the ear; but 
uoteo mine eye ſeeth thee, wherefore I ab- 


Hor myſelf and repent in duſt and aſhes. 
The church of Gob had a loſs in Eli- 


jab being taken away, but it made way 
for the bringing forth Elia, en whom 


a double portion ef the divine Spirit 
Aid deſcend, which enabled him to do 


2 2 many 
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many greater things for J/rae! than his 
predeceſſor, 

Once more: The Lok Jzsus CHRIST 
was taken away in his bodily preſence, 
from his diſciples, but then that made 
way for his ſpiritual preſence, which 


was more for their ſoul's comfort and 


heavenly conſolation. 
3 ſjne!l now ſpeak a little concerning 
che good, the great and glorious ends, 
which jEnovan had in view in decree- 
ing the origin of ſin; for the emanant 
act muſt neceſſarily be antecedent to 
the covenant of grace, and yet in con- 
nection with that wonderful and glori- 
ous covenant of grace, life and ſalva- 
tion, which was ordered in all Sings 
and ſure. 

I think it is obvious to every heaven- 
born child, who is well taught in the 
ſchool of Cnalsr, that every change or 
trouble which befalls the ſaints in this 
houſe of pilgrimage, either by fin or 


aflic- 


Jon 
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#ffiition, is like the cloud between the 
Jraelites and Egyptians, it hath a black 
and bright fide, (viz.) the Lord and 
themſelves, or the creature in it, Now 
they ſhould not only behold the dark, 
but alſo the bright ſide, If promiſes 
and experience are wilely attended to, in 
one, JEHovan /a:th, and in the other, 
Jenovan doth, that which opens the 
true grounds, ends and effects, of all 
that befall the ſubjects of covenant grace, 
by any acts of impunity * or heart af- 
fecting ſorrow, in this wilderneſs-world. 
No elect ſoul ſhall be tried with any {in 
or ſorrow, but what 1s incident to other 
ſaints; and ſo is that which may ſtand 

E 3 :; -. with. 


Many great Divines have acknowledged that 
God is willing SIN ſhould be, and that he or- 
ders circumſtances about its production, and over- 
rules it, and hath an hand in, and is the author 
of the phyſical or moral a@ in, and with which 
fin is: but in the eſſence of jin, the pravity or ir- 
regularity of the act, which is the ſinfulneſs of it, 
God hath no hand, neither is it poſſible, but it is evi. 
dent that fin was included inthe decrees of 7-hovah, 


\ 
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with their grace and ſalvation, for there 
is none ſhall befall them but what ſhall 
eventually do them reał good. 

Sins make way for ſore afflictions, but 
the afflictions are but ſubordinate, and 


means to thoſe great ends of good, 


which Gop has brought about by the 
ſins of his people. And the greater 
the changes have been, the greater good 
hath been brought to them: this is as 
obvious to an impartial reader of the 
holy ſcriptures, as a fun beam at noon- 
day. Hence the general and chief end 
of all that diſcipline of the children of 
Jrael, for forty years by affliftiens and 
fins, is ſaid to be to try and humble and 
do them good at laſt. 

The falling of the elect, or loſing 
their nature image, through the ſin of 
their federal head, opened a way for 
CarisT's glorions righteouſneſs and life 
eternal, of which Adam in /* inning was a 


type or Kur. | 
The 


2. 
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The fin of Jgſepb's brethren in ſelling 
their brother into the hands of the . 
maelites, brought about a providentiat 
ſalvation for them and all their families 
from a dreadful ſeven years famine. 
David's great fin of numbering the peo- 
people, gave him to know the very place 
where the material zemple ſhould be 
built, which he ſo longed after. David's 
affecting tranſgreſſions reſpecting Urtah's 
death, and defiling his wife, which were 


crimſon fins, made way for Solomon, whom 


Gop had long before promiſed by name, 


to ſucceed him, and build the zemple, 


and to be a moſt wonderful and emi- 
nent type of the Logp Jzsus CHRIST, 
reſpecting his wiſdom, glory, and peace- 
able reign. 

Heaven-born Hezekiah, came by is 


in to be humbled in the very duſt, and 
to know all that was in his Heart, that he 


might ſee how much he was indebted to - 


| unchanging love and abounding grace. 
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That fin of the Jews, in crucifying the 
Lord JEsus CnrrsT, which they did 
finfully againſt him, is ſaid to be de- 
termined before, by Gop's counſel and 
hand; that is, a decree that was con- 
curring in power to effect what it deter- 
mined, Yet is not this any extenua- 
tion of the ſin. The ſinner, he eyes not 
the decree of Gop in his ning, nor is he 
moved by a reſpect toit; but he doth it 
out of his own vile, evil, wicked heart. 
Jenovan works not fin, but abhors it 
infinitely ; for it 1s moſt contrary to his 
immaculate nature: all fin ſprings from 
an evil root, and riſeth upon a weak or 
evil ground; that is, as the mind is 


-moved to fin, out of an evil imbred 


principle of inherent luſt, or, from a 
weakneſs and mutability of nature. To 
work fin, argues an imperfect and pol- 
luted nature; but the devil and fallen 
man works iniquity,-Gop who is infi- 
nitely holy, neither hath a will or hand 

IR 
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in fin, as ſin is moved to, or effected by 
a means that is ſinfu] : Therefore when 
Goo willed that 4hab ſhould fin, in go- 
ing to Ramath Gilead, he would not pur- 
ſuade him to it, but aſked who of his 
evil minifters would do it; and one of 
the infernals undertook to do it, by fil- 
ling his prophets with lyes, ſo as to be 
a lyar in them (I will be a lying ſpirit.) 


Thus God neither does nor can act any 


l means to bring about fin, as the de- 
vil did to draw Eve to tranſgreſs, by be- 
guiling her with lyes; though Gop may 
will it ſhall be done by them that are 
evil. Now as ſin reſpe&s evil ends, 
(viz.) God's diſhonour and the creature's 
hurt: Gob neither can will or work it, 
for then it would be evil; for the end 
of an action in moral things gives the 
name. Thus in theſe reſpects, God wills 
not, works not, neither can be the au- 
thor, in the leaſt degree, of any ſin, but 
it is of Satan; for we are told, that Sa- 
tan ſtood up againſt Iſrael, and provok- 

el 
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ed David to number the people; thit is, 


Satan from an evil mind, by evil meins, 


to an evil end, namely, to hurt 1/raet, 
as they were God's children, provoked 
David to that ſin : in theſe reſpects, it 
was Satan, and not the Lord, wherefore 
David chargeth the fin wholly on him- 
felf and not on God. 

Now fin may be willed for good ends, 
(viz.) to diſcover the creature's mutabi- 
lity and weakneſs, and a leaving the 
| ſubjects of grace to it, ſhews that the 
Lord is in no way bound to ſuperadd 
an aſſi cance and ſtrength againſt it. 

It is true the Lord could have pre- 
vented the ſinful workings of the infir- 
mities and breakings out of the lothſom 
ſpots of leproſy which defiled his peo- 
ple of old, and undoubtedly would have 
prevented, if he had not willed the falls 
of his people in his wiſe and wonder- 
ful pecrees. Jehovah's gracious ends 


has ſwallowed up and will ſwallow up 


the 
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the little evil ends of his children; for 


inſtance, Jo/eph's brethren, in their ſin- 
ning, aimed at ſatisfying a revengeful 
luſt of envy, but God's determination 
was that much good ſhould come un- 
to them all by that very afflitive pro- 
yidence; therefore it was the Lord more 
than they, for of Jehovah is all good. 
Wherefore, let redeemed and heaven- 
born ſouls, pray that they may be hum- 
bled before the Lord, and mourn before 


him for their fins which come from their 


curſed nature, and grieve the holy Spi- 
rit : Now for grief and affliction for ſin, 
Foſeph, that type of the LoxD Jesus 


CHRIST, did not take off his brethren, 


nor Chriſt his diſciples, when he ſaid, Let 
not your hearts be troubled, for trouble is 


good and profitable to the ſaints, and 
is one of the greateſt evidences of grace 
in the ſoul. Now the trouble which 


Foſeph diſſwaded his brethren from, was 
that of a deſponding nature, and drew 


their attention to God's great and good 


end, 
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end, for the cordial Joſeph gave them 
was this, (viz.) Now therefore, be not 
grieved, nor angry with yourſelves, that 
ye fold me hither ; for God did ſend me 
before you to preſerve life, Chriſt alſo 
diſſwaded his 4i/ciples from that dejection 
an 4 trouble, which might naturally ariſe 
from his departure from them after his 
unexempled ſorrows and ſufferings, 
which he was to go through for the re- 
demption and ſalvation of his children; 
therefore he ſpeaks theſe ſweet words 
with power, to calm and ſupport their 
minds, Let not your heart be troubled, 
and then gave them a moſt precious cor- 
dial, 1 go and prepare a place for you. 
Again, Iwill come again and receive you 
myſelf, that where I am you may be alſo. 
Poor Peter's ſinning time was foretold 
by our Lord, with a Yerily, verily, I ſay 
unto thee, the cock ſhall not crow, till thou. 
haſt denied me thrice. In the aforeſaid 
prediction PE Peter's tall, Chrift 


worded 
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worded his will, therefore Peter's fall 
muſt have been predetermined ; hence 
it is obvious to every ſpiritual and im- 
partial reader of the inſpired word, that 
Peter had thoſe ſweet cordials miniſter- 
ed unto him along with the other diſci- 
les which are mentioned above, prior 
to his fall; therefore ſaid Jeſus unto his 
diſciples, Let not your * heart be troubled. 

O what extraordinary tender com- 
paſſion did the Lord Jeſus ſhew towards 
his dear diſciples; ſo ſoon as he perceiv- 
ed trouble begin to ariſe in them, he 
abounds and overflows with tender care 
to prevent it; even as a tender hearted 
mother, who is all carefulneſs to eaſe her 
troubled or afMicted child. 


7 


The 


„ There appears a great deal of ſweetneſs in 
theſe words, namely, what our Lord ſaid unto his 
diſciles, Let not your heart, which I think points 
out that union onenels that there is in real /aints, 
as if one heart poſſeſſed them all; ſo in Luke xxiv. 
32. And they ſaid one to anotler, did not our heart 
burn within us. The life and love of Jeſus in hea- 
ven-born ſouls, makes them one. 
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The dear Redeemer was taken up 
with trouble, about the trouble of his 
diſciples, even when he was entering in- 
to his own great /ea of unutterable tri- 
bulations and ſorrows; he had even now 


ſet his foot on its borders, and touched 


the brim of that /e into which he was to 
be plunged; it was then nearer than the 
ſorrows of his diſciples, for theirs was to 
follow after his; for a 4apti/m of ſuffer- 
ing is appointed for all the ele# childres 
, Gov, in this wilderneſs world. 


Now the ground of all the Redeem- 
er's tenderneſs and bowels of mercy to- 
wards his diſciples, is from his nature, 
For his nature 1s love and mercy ; there- 
fore he gives vent to the whole ocear 
of compaſſion that is in his nature, 20 
flow out upon them as a father, brother 


and huſband; in ſhort, all that may in- 


dear, Chriſt is made unto his dear dam 
and ſheep; for he is their Saviour and 
Guardian ; yea, he is made one with 

them, 
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them, for they are. fleſh of bis fleſh, and 
Bone of his bone ; and nearer ſtill, for they 
are united to bim by one Spirit, therefore 
he cannot but love and delight in them. 
O how full is the precious goſpel of the 
infinite compaſſion of the Lonxèd Jesus 


CHRIST. 

Nov this great tenderneſs and inex- 
preſſible compaſſion which Jeſus ſhewed 
to his diſciples of old, and which he is 
ſtill ſhewing to his dear followers in our 
day, teaches all true believers (but eſpe- 
cially members of goſpel churches) to 

ſhew forth abundant compaſſions to- 
-wards their brethren, in their afflictions 
and tribulations. Real ſaints are anoint- 
ed with the precious unction of the holy 
Spirit, therefore ſnould have the ſame 
*bowels of tenderneſs that Chriſt hath. 
Now church members, are not only 
done body in a ſpecial reſpect, but they 
are Chriſt's in a ſpecial union relation; 


n are called to put an bowels of 
mercy 


64 Comfort for Dejeed Souls ; or, 


mercy and kindneſs, as the elect of God, 
holy and beloved. O what a ſweet 
member was Paul, what bowels did he 
feel for his brethren in Chriſt Jeſus ; if 
any believers were weak, as being preſt 
with any burthen or ſorrow, he alſo for 
their ſakes, became weak alſo: And 
if they were defiled or hurt by any fall 
into ſin, O what ſoul compaſſion had 
that man of God towards them, ſorrow- 
ing on account of their fin, and pray- 
ing and hoping for their recovery. 
Therefore members of chriſtian churches _ 
ſhould pray to be kept in the ſpirit of 

love, ſo that in a ſpecial manner they 
may be Chriſt-like.—But alas! alas! 
where is this ſweet conformity to the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt to be found ? few, 
very few indeed, that have real compaſ- 
ſion one of another, that truly feel for 
brethren in tribulation or adverſity, and 
fewer {till that drop the tear of ſorrow, 
or tender word, for the poor backſlid- 


ing 
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ing children: but the merciful ſhall find 


- mercy ; and I may further aver, for the 
comfort of poor ſorrowing, dejected, 
wounded and caſt down children, that 
although the bowels of all ſhould be 
ſhut up towards them, yet here is a 
ſweet cordial for them to comfort their 
ſouls in the way to glory, (viz.) the Re- 
deemer's bowels, which can never be dried 
up, nor his precious ſprings of love and 
mercy fail; therefore will he ſay to his 
deay children, Let not your heart be trou- 
_ Sled. — The holy Jeſus, as he was at this 
time in his diſciples troubles, ſo is he, 
and ever will be, with his heaven-born 
ſons and daughters in all their tribula- 
tions, for although Chriſt is now glori- 
fied, he has ſtill the ſame tender ſym- 
; pathy to his dear chofen people ; there- 
- = fore, ſaith Paul, He is not one that can- 
1 not be touched, but is moſt tenderly touch- 
ed with the feeling of our infirmities, in- 
aſmuch as he was once tempted as we are; 
F and - 


66 Comfort for Dejected Souls; or, 


and thoſe impreſſions by his ſweet and 
precious experience remain, though we 
cannot conceive the manner of it, yet it 
is ſo, Our Saviour feels more than we, 
for he is our bleſſed and glorious Head, 
our head of wiſdom and gracious influ- 
ence ; therefore he feels more than we 
can poſſibly conceive. Therefore he 
will help us, and according to ancient 


ſettlements, comfort and refreſh our re- 
deemed and heaven-born ſouls, at the 


times predetermined, and give us to 
know the ſalutary nature of thoſe ſweet 
cordial words, Let not your heart be trou- 
bled. | 

Reader, art thou troubled on account 
of thy manifold infirmities and ſoul- 
weakneis? Or art thou mourning be- 
cauſe thou haſt gone many days with- 
out the ſun? Or art thou ſorrowing 
over the ſad depravity of thy nature ? 
Or art thou mourning over thy perfidi- 
ous conduct as a poor wounded bark- 
h ider? 
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ider? Well, my brother, it is good to 
mourn on account of the preceding, be 
afflicted and mourn before thy Gop ; my 
ſoul has no deſire to draw thee off from 
this, but while thou art forrowing, pray 
that thou mayeſt be helped to look to 
the great ends which Gop has in view 
by all his DpiseEnsaTIONS, namely, his 
glory and thy eternal good. And now 
my brother, may Jeſus help thee by his 


bleſſed Spirit, to wait on him at a throne 


of grace, until he put power in his own 
ſweet and precious words, with Let not 
your heart be troubled, 


Ye believe in God, believe allo in me, ye 
my dear diſciples, whom I have choſen 
out of the world, and inſtructed you in 
theſe precious things, which reſpe& me 
as your Loa D and MasTER: I know 
that ye believe in Gob and that he is a- 
ble tp provide for you, as the Gop of 
providence ; believe alſo in me, that I 
am able to ſatisfy divine Julyce, by the 

F 2 ſhed- 
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ſnedding of my blood, and laying down 
my life for you, to ſave and deliver you 
from the wrath to come. Believe alſo 
in me, that I, even 1, am the only Savi - 
our of ſinners; and as I told you, ver. 
31. of the preceding chapter, Now is the 
Son of man ghorified, and God is gloriſted 
in him: or believe alſo in me that 7 go 
to prepare a place fou you, and therefore 
will make good all that | have ſaid unto 


you my dear children; and though Iam 
about to leave you, ſuch is my love to 
you, that I am going to prepare a place 


for you; therefore, Let not your heart be 


troubled, ye believe in God, believe > 


zin me. 


\ 
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N hich hope te have as an anchor of the 

aul, both ſure and ftedfaſt, and which 
cutereib into that within the vail, 

_ Heb. vi. 19. 


HE redeemed and bleſſed heirs 

of promiſe, they are ſuch who. 
ſeeing no hope in themſelves that they 
can ground hope upon, are guided by. 
the holy Spirit to ſee a precious and glo- 
rious hope without them, ſet before them 
in the ſweet and gracious promiſes, to 
which they fly and lay hold, when they 
can ſee no hope in themſelves ; hence 
the great apoſtle inſiſts upon a goſpel- 
hope, and opens it a little by companng 
hope to an anchor. 

Now an anchor doth fix the ſhip, not- 
withſtanding all ſtorms and dreadful 
tempeſts, yet it keeps the ſhip immov- 
able; ſo the ſpiritual ſeaman's hope, 


7 3 n9t- 
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notwithſtanding all thoſe trials, ſtorms 
and temptations which a true ſaint meets 
with in this rough ſea of tribulation; he 
ſhall outride every ſtorm, for the ſoul 1s 
immovable that is redeemed with pre- 
cious blood, therefore ſhall ail lately 
into port. 

Now the real chriſtian's hope is a pa- 
tient and an aſſured expectation of the 
precious fulfilment of the promiſes of 
Gop. Hope is a grace in waiting or 
expecting, and looks to things future, 
and maintains the heaven- born ſoul 
alive in the ways of Gop.— 

Now the chriſtian's hope is reſembled 
to an anchor, becauſe hope lays hold out 
of ſight : when the ſeamen caſt an an- 
chor, it faſtens at the bottom of the ſea. 
out of ſight: ſo doth hope, it faſtens 
within the vaz/; there is the place where 
a ſaint's hope pitcheth, beyond ſight, 
| bin the vail, 


Now 
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Now when an anchor is caſt, if there 
be a rock, it faſtens upon the rock; fo 
a ſpiritual ſeaman's hope faſtens upon 
the rock JEsus CHRIST. An anchor, by 
faſtening upon the rock, fixes the vgſſel, 
ſo that though the waves ſwell and beat, 
yet the ſhip is fixed; thus it is with a 
chriſtian's hope faſtening upon the Lord 
Jzsvs, it faftens the ſoul. Let ſtorms of 
temptations, and the ſea of our vile na- 
rure ſwell, if we have hope in our dear 
Redeemer, all will be well. Let a tem- 
peſt ariſe within or without, yet if the 
ſoul hath an ancher of hope caſt within 
the vail, it is fixed immoveable. 

The ſeaman's anchor, by faſtening up- 
on the rock, and fixing the ſhip faſt, the 
| ſhip is preſerved from ſhipwreck ; ſo is 
the heaven-born ſoul, Another poor 
ſinner who hath no goſpel hope, the 
ſtorm ariſes and it is wreckt ; if he ride 
out one ſtorm, another will come and 


ſplit him ; but that precious ſoul that 
F 4 hath 
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hath caſt anchor upon a glorious and a- 
dorable ChaISsT, ſhall be for ever pre- 
ſerved. — Now the excellency of the 


_ chriſtian's anchor of hope, is obvious 


from the following conſiderations, all 
anchers of ſhips are caſt downward, but 
the chriſtian's anchor upward ; for it en- 
ters into that within the vail; it goes up- 


ward, it is caſt within the vail. —The 


ſeamen depend much on their het an- 
chor, being ſurely caſt when in a ſtorm, 
and if it appears unto them to be ſted- 
faſt, it cheers their ſpirits, and gives 
them a hope that they ſhall outride the 
ſtorm : ſo the ſpiritual ſeaman's anchor, 
being a ſure anchor, and wiſely and ſure- 
ly caſt, it will preſerve the ſoul ſtedfaft 
in all ſtorms and tempeſts ; for the an- 
chor of the true believer is a ſtrong an- 
chor; the ſeaman's anchor may give way 
in the heighth of the ſtorm, and the ſhip 


may be driven before the wind and be 


loſt, but the chriſtian's ancher of hope, 
18 
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isſuch an anchor as can never be broken, 
being held faſt by the ſtrong cordage of 
faith ; therefore can never let go its 
hold. O how ſweet and precious it is 
when a poor ſoul is in a tempeſt of temp- 
tations, to have ſuch an anchor as will 
not deceive him. | 
Now let us conſider what we are to 
underſtand by the vail, or the anchor of 
hope being caſt within the vail. The 
words are ſpoken by an alluſion to the 
Lorp's temple of old, which conſiſted 
of three parts, (viz.) the outward court, 
the holy place, and the Holy of Holes ; 
into which entered the i PRIEST once 
a year with blood, which were typical 
of better things. Now between the he/y 
place and the moſt holy, was a vail, made 
of blue, purple and ſcarlet, as you may 
read in Exod. 26. And the vail ſball di- 
vide unto yon between the holy place and 
the moſt holy. Here was the uſe of the 
vail, it was to divide, The Holy of 
| Holies, 
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Holies, was a glorious type of heaven. 
Hence we find in Heb. 1x. 24. mention is 
made of the precious Redeemer in the 
following way, Chriſt is not entered into 
the holy places made with bands, which are 
the figures of the true, but into heaven it- 
| 
A chriſtian's hope is grounded upon 
ſomething.out of this world, on ſome- 
thing in heaven, within the vail, Now 
within the vail is the dear Redeemer, 
the precious rock of ages and forerun- 
ner, who is entered within the vail to 
make way for his children in the king- 
dom of his inconceivable glory. And 
is not here a good ground for +. chriſ- 
tian's hope? ſurely there 1s, for the 
Loxd JESUS CRHRISTH who died the death 
of the crols, is now in heaven within 
the vail, as the forerunner of his peo- 
ple; and therefore will draw all their- 
ſouls after him with he cords of his love. 
Chriſt is alſo within the vail, as the 
OY great 
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great ſacrifice who was ſlain for the 
tranſgreſſions of his elect people. He is 
there alſo with his blood, for by His own 
blood he entered in once into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal redemption for us. 
O what precious ground is here for hope? 
— Further, the adorable Saviour is en- 
tered within the vail as the righteous 
one; ſee 1 Jobn ii. 1. F any man fin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jeſus 
Chriſt the righteous. O what a foul tranſ- 
porting and faith invigorating truth 1s 
this, (viz.) he who is the Lord our 
RIGUHTEOUSNESS *, is within the vail.— 
The Lord Jzsus CnrisT, as our ad- 
vocate, is within the vail, he lives to 
make interceſſion for his people, and 
that 

All that make up the juſtification of an ele 


foul, is within the vail; the active righteouſnefs 
of the S.viour's life, and paſſi ve righteouſneſs of 


' Chriſt's blood, is that which freely juſtifies from 


eternal death; and the active righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, that juſtifies the ſoul to life eternal, are 
both within the vail, Happy ſouls who find 
their anchor-hope caſt within ſo precious a vail, 
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that in heaven, appearing in the pre- 
{ence of God for us. 


Through the interceſſion of the Loxp 
Jzsvs CnrisrT, all gifts and precious 
grace are given forth unto us, to ena- 
ble us to withſtand fin and fatan's temp- 
tations, and that our every want may 
be ſupplied. Come then, my redeem- 
ed and heaven - born brethren, take 
this into conſideration, that grace and 


ſtrength ſhall be given us according to 


our day. O precious foundation for 
our anchor-hope to ground upon, while 
we are in this ſea of tribulation. The 
Saviour is alſo within the vail as our 
Head and Huſband, as our Brother and 
our Friend; in which precious relations 
he will for ever ſtand to his ſpouſe and 
bride, The covenant of grace is alſo 
within the vail; we read of the moſaical 
covenant, being carried by Moſes within - 
the vail; ſo likewiſe our bleſſed Re- 


deemer, who is the MebiarTor of the 


Ncw 
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new and better covenant, has carried 
that covenant within the vail: ſo that 
the precious ground of our hope, is 
from the glorious and truly precious 
covenant of grace. a 
Once more. All the promises of our 
gracious God, are now within the vail, 
they are all wiſely and ſweetly laid up 
within the covenant. Now the cove- 
nant is the grand promise, and all the 
promiſes are in the covenant, which co- 
venant is the Lox p Jesus CNRIST him- 
ſelf, according to our eternal Lover's 
gracious declaration, I will give bim for 
a covenant, &c. Well then, it is obvi- 
ous that our covenant Head, yea, the 
covenant itſelf, with all promiles in him, 
is now within the vail. O my ſoul, here 
is ſure anchor-hoid within the vail. 

Reader, there is no ſafe anchoring- 
place without the wail, whoever caſts 
anchor ſhort of within the vail, will be 
For ever undone, Art thou grounding 

or 
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or caſting anchor in thy morality or good 
name? O ſoul, if thy hope for glory is 
caſt within thy own doings, thou art in 
danger of ſuffering ſhipwreck : O pray 
to Jeſus to help thee by the power of 
the Holy Ghoſt, to caſt anchor within 
the vail, for thy own doings and ſtriv- 
ings, will never be an anchor-hold to thy 
ſoul, when great ſtorms come againſt 
thee in this ſea of tribulation ; neither 
canſt thou outride the tempeſt of death 
in the breaking up of nature, if thy ſoul's 
anchor is not caſt within the vail. Some 
there are who caſt anchor in great out- 
ward profeſſion annexed to their mora- 
lity and upright fair deportment among 
profeſſing people. Reader, haſt thou 
dropt anchor here? if ſo, O pray that 
thou mayeſt be helped to pull up an- 
chor, for this is not within the vail, 


Once more, Is the anchor of thy hope 
caſt within the viſible church? Is thy 
hope tor eternal happineſs grounded 


upon 
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upon this, namely, that thou art a mem- 
Ser of a goſpel church? O!] if this be 
thy caſe, thou art in a very affecting ſi- 
tuation indeed, for thy anchor is with- 
out the vail, being caſt on a ſandy foun- 
dation. My ſoul's deſire for thee, is, 
that thou mayeſt be helped under the 
ſweet influence of the HoLy Gnosr, to 
caſt anchor only within the vail; then 
wilt thou ride ſure and ſtedfaſt, altho' 
the ſea may be rough, and the wind and 
ftorm very tempeſtuous, yet ſhalt thou 
never break anchor- hold. My friend, 
if thou haſt been helped by faith, under 
gracious influence, to caſt anchor in the 
blood and righteouſneſs of the rock of 
ages, who is within the vail, thou ſhalt 
fee the good of every ſtorm and tem- 
peſt, and glory in the ſea of affliction 
and tribulation, viewing all working for 
good, yea, for the beſt. 
Nou let us conſider ſome of thoſe 
glorious things within the vaz/, and the 
4 iweet 
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ſweet and bleſſed privileges of thoſe hñAap- 
py ſouls who are entered in to behold 
the BEATIFICAL VISION Within the vail. 
There is the bleſſed preſence of Jzno- 
van in all his c,oktous PErSoNs: the 
Father's love in that precious ſtate is 
fully unvailed in the preſence of angels, 
and adoring ſaints. There the redeem- 
ed and glorified ſpirits of juſt men made 
perfect for ever, ſee the face of God, 
and behold bis glory. In that precious 
ſtate of inexpreſſible joy, ſaints behold 
the glory of their redeeming Gop and 
SAVIOUR, and freely drink of the river 
of his unbounded love and conſolation. 
There they are filled with the fulneſs of 
God, and baſk in the ocean of — 
love and bleſſedneſs. 

There they behold the glory of Gop 
the eternal Spirit, who in this time- 
ſtate had made known to them the bleſ- 
ſedneſs of the intereſt in the precious 


blood and — of the Lord Je- 
ſus 
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fas Chriſt, and had unvailed to their 
ſouls his matchleſs beauties, and the 
inexhautible fulneſs of his rich abound- 
ing grace, which was treaſured up in 
him to ſupply the wants of all the L Er 
PILGRIMS. 
Within the vail, two armies of ador- 
ing lovers, are ſweetly united in perfect 
bliſs and happineſs, proſtrating them- 
ſelves before the great ETERNAL I AM, 
with profound reverence and humilia- 
tion, aſcribing all their joy and happi- 
neſs to the love and goodneſs of the 
ETERNAL AEMIGHTIES. Angels ador- 
ing and prailing Jerovan, for electing, 
preſerving and conforming love, which 
kept them 1n their purity from the dread- 
ful evil of ſin, whilſt ſaints are raiſing, 
their higheſt notes for electing, redeem- 
ing and dying love. Angels cannot 
zaiſe a key ſo high as ſinners waſhed 
in the REDEEMER'S BLOOD! O my ſou), 
look unto precious Jeſus, that thou 
G may- 
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mayeſt be kept by his power in the ſpi- 
rit of watchfulneſs and prayer, till thy 
Saviour calls thee with, Ariſe, my love, 
my fair one, and come away, and enter thon 
into the joy of thy Lord. 

Within the vail is freedom from all 
ſin, and from the apperance of evil. 
That precious ſoul which has been 79%/ 
ſed with tempeſt and not comforted, on ac- 
count of the buffetings of ſatan, and 
waves of ſoul and providential adverſi- 
ties, ſhall within the vail be free from 
all. The ſoul, redeemed and heaven- 
born, ſhall ſweetly fail into the eternal 
port of reſt, without ſpot or blemiſh, 
and for ever glory in the enjoyment 
of Goo. 

Within the vail, is freedom from all 
fiery darts of ſatan, and all his accuſa- 
tions; freedom alſo from all perfecu- 
tions and reproaches. There ſhall be 
no carnal Eau glutted with awful re- 
venge, neither a perſecuting 1hmael to 

dil. 


the Saints Auchor- bold in all Storms. 83 


diſturb the peace of ſaints, Within the 
vail, ſhall be ſweet and precious free- 
dom from all afii#7ons, trials and ſor- 
rows. There ſhall be no more crying, 
weeping or pain; all theſe thorns ſhall be 
left on this ſide the vail. | 
Once more, Within the vail, there 
ſhall be freedom from death itſelf, then 
aeath ſhall be ſwallowed up in victory. 
There ſhall be no more death. An un- 
converted ſinner's death, is an eternal 
one, becauſe he dies without the varl; 
but the true believer in Jeſus, his dy- 
ing is eternal gain. He falls aſleep in 


5 Jeſus to awake in glory, even within 
the vai), When good old Jacob was 


going to put off his /andals, he ſaid 
with compoſure of ſpirit, I die. I have 
no doubt but that he had glory in his 
ſoul, even CHRIST in his Heart, the hope 
of glory; therefore longed to be with- 
in the vai! to behold with unutterable 
JOY, the God of his ſalvation, | 
| G 2 Come 
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Dame then, my brethren in our Loxn 


Irsus CHRIST, ſince our ſoul's anchor 


is ſurely caſt within the vail, we ſhall 
outride every ſtorm and tempeſt, for 
Jeſus on whom our anchor-hope is caſt, 
is not only within the vazl, but in our 
hearts; therefore we can never break 
anchecr-hold, but fhall be ſaved in Chriſt 
our Lord, who is FzHovan our Ricn- 
TEOUSNESS, with an everlaſting ſalva- 
tion, and fhall never be confounded. 
Our precious and glorious Lover, will 
in a little time, bring us within the 
vail; and he in the midſt of the throne, 
ſhall feed us, and lead us to fountains 
of unbounded joy and ſpiritual conſo- 
lation, while we ſhall make all heaven re- 
verberate with loud acclamations of praiſe, 
finging ſalv ation to Ged and the Lamb. 
Thy matchleſs Love, dear Jesus, let me know, 
While ſailing in this troubled lea below: 
Wing'd with immortal faith, O may I fail, 
And ſing, my Anchor's caſt within the vail. . 


: CHAT. 
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„„ 


* But my Gop ſhall ſupply all your need, 


according to his riches in » glory by Ftsus 
CHRIST. 


ERE. is a rich and precious cor- 

- dial indeed, a moſt ſweet and com- 
prehenſive portion; it contains goſpel 
riches and free grace glory; it holds 
forth a glorious and ample ſupply for 
every need. The wonderful and pre- 
cious Fountain is infinite and inexhauſ- 
tible, namely, Gop. The ſoul tranſ- 
porting conveyance, is CRHRISTH JESUS. 
This ſweet portion may be conſidered 
as a full breaſt of conſolation, for it was 
written in faith, and that from a bleſfed 
experience. My Gob ſhall ſupply— as 
much as if Paul had ſaid, My gracious 
covenant Gop, who hath ſupplied my 
wants or neaa, ſhall bountifully ſupply 

: 4 you 
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you with every real good, and your 
ſouls ſhall glory in his precious fulneſs. 

God ſha!l graciouſly ſupply our need, 
becauſe ur wit, His good will is ta- 
wards all redeemed children; therefore 
puts a neceſſity on his great power to 
do great and glorious things for all 
his people. The great and wonder- 
{ul things of ſalvation, grace and glory, 
that Gop hath done for his ele, in and 
by Chriſt Jeſus, prove to a demonſtra- 
tion, that he will withold no manner. 
of thing that is good from his ſaints, 
but will /zpply all their need. HE WILL 
SUPPLY, becauſe he had taken councel 
with his witL ſo to do; therefore, in all 
foul tribulations and providential wants 
or need, Gob will ſupply, and that ac- 
cording to his rich good will. Our 
Gow and glorious Lover, is rich for our 
need, and hath riches for every need, 
and will moſt graciouſly ſupply all our 
weed, according to Þis riches in glory. 


„ 


Now 
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Now all the ſweet and precious ſup- 1 
plies of love, grace and ſtrength, and 
providential good, that comes from 
Goo the FarhER, all come freely thro“ 
the Loxp Jzsus CHRIST, with a pre- 
cious glory upon them who are loved 

with an everlaſting love, and have their 
ſure ſtanding in Him *. All things are 
ours who are the objects of ELECTION 
LOVE, and bleſſed recipiants of goſpel 
grace: all things are ours through our 
Lok JEsus CHAISsT. In regard to his 
incarnation, we have all in Jeſus, (viz.) 
in our union with him, and in regard to f 
the dolorous paſſion of the Saviour, we \ 
have all the precious and bleſſed fruits [ 
of his ſorrows and death ; and with re- 
ſpect to donation, we have all ſpiritual 
| G 4 bleſ- 


* An ungodly world has much of the boun- 
ties of providence beſtowed upon them, but no- 
thing comes to them in a covenant way ; all that 

God's elect children receive from the kind hand 
of their eternal Lover, comes in a ſancti fied way 
and manner, to do them good. 


F 
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bleſſings in him and with him. That 
is the FarRERR's giving us CHRIST in 
ſpiritual marriage, according to an an- 
cient emanant UNION SETTLEMENT be- 
fore the foundation of the world; there- 


fore with him as the unſpeakable gift of 


the FarHER's LOVE, the precious ſub- 


jects of diſcriminating favor, ſhall freely 
receive all things, and ſhall be helped 


to ſay with humble confidence, CHR ISft 
and all his ſpiritual bleſſings are mine. 
Heaven- born ſouls have aſſurance and 
ſweet experience, that their covenant- 
FaTHER will fully ſupply their need, ac- 


cording to his glorious riches, through 
 Cunrs'r Jesus. The true Believers view 
of intereſt in Gop, the ſupplier of the 


need of his children, makes them hum 
bly bold and confident, fo as to ſay, My 
Gob ſhall fupply all my need, accord- 
ing to his glorious riches, through the 
moſt glorious and precious medium, - 


CaRIsT JESUS. | 
Souls 


cr te * 


1 7 a 


his need ſupplied out of both, while he 
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Souls born of Gop, know him as their 
FaTHER in CHRIST JEsus, and view all 
ſtreams of mercy and goodneſs flow- 
ing from the eternal ocean of love thro' 
CHRIST their adorable MEDTATOR; hence 
all the ſprings of life and love, which 
the redeemed /poy/e experiences in this 


low-land ſtate, come from Jenovan the 


only original, through CHRIST the on- 
ly medium. Gop, the great and grand 
ſource of all good, has opened his all- 


_ wile and loving heart, to his dear child- 


ren; and he has alſo opened his kind 
and liberal hand to ſupply their need. 
The power of our covenant Gop is 


infinite, therefore above all our difficul- 


ties, and his goodneſs above all our un- 
worthineſs. The love of -our covenant 
Gov, is incomprehenſible, and his works 
of providence, paſt finding out ; yet is 


the heaven-born ſoul intereſted in both, 


and ſhall glory in both, and ſhall have 


13 
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is continued in pilgrimage; and at ſea- 
ſons, ſhall be comfortably purſuaded of 
the gracious heart of Gop being ever 
towards him for good; and therefore 
ſhall be helped to ſay, Gop is mine, 
not only in providence and preſervation, 
but in delivering the ſoul from the 
power of ſin, and the dreadful tempta- 
tions of ſatan. Again, the ſubject of 
grace ſhall be helped to ſay, Gop is 
mine by promiſe, for he hath ſaid for 
the comfort of his ſaints, I will be your 
God, and you ſhall be my people. 

Now the faith of a rea] aint, is a draw- 
ing faith, likewiſe a growing gift. Faith, 
under the ſweet influence of the Rol 
SPIRIT, draws down precious bleſſings 
from the LoRD Jzsus CHRIST into the 
ſoul ; for faith is a gift that works by 
love, and carries the affections up to 
CnRIST, with my BELOVED is mine, and 
LT am His; and alſo proves the ſweet- 
nels of Paul's cordial, (viz) But my God 


ſpall 
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ſhall ſupply all your need. Now it ap- 
pears to me that all things are made 
for Gop's uſe and end ; therefore ke 
will ſo ſupply our need as may fit us beſt 
to ſerve him: Gop will fill and reple- 
niſh every veſſel of mercy, and ballaſt 
every one of them with his grace, ſo that 
they ſhall outride every ſtorm. When 
the true believer 1s helped to look up 
to his covenant Gop with confidence, 
as a loving and faithful Gop, he can 
then ſay, I have enough, for I have my 
Father's promiſe, my Father's faithful- 
neſs, and my Father's fulneſs; therefore, 
my wants or needs ſhall all be ſupplied 
in the way that will bring good. to my 
redeemed ſoul, through the precious 
medium of my Ixsus and my Lord, 
Dear ſoul, art thou longing to ſay, 
my Gop? Art thou longing to be help- 
ed to throw thyſelf into the arms of Jz- 
sus, and to feel thy heart ſay with glow- 
ing love, my beloved is mine? Doſt thou 
* with 
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of grace to thy foul from Gop, thro! 


the LORD JESsus CHRIST D O my be- 
loved brother in Jeſus, (for as ſuch TI. 

may addreſs thee) all thy deſires ſhall . 
be crowned with gracious anſwers, for 
thy Gop will ſupply all thy wants, and 


CHnr1sT ſhall be thy all in all. 


Again; What are thy wants, or what X 
is thy petition ? Doſt thou want riches? 
Well, he bleffings of the Lord maketh 5 
ich. Doſt thou want a comfortable Ha- 
bitation? Well, the Lord is the dwel- 

ling place of his people, and has been 
the dwelling place of his ſaints in all ge- 
nerations. Doſt thou want peace in thy 
ſoul ? Well, thy Gop is the Gop of 
peace. Doſt thou want a hiding- place? 
Well, divine Power, Love and Union, 
ſhall be thy chamber to hide in, yea, 
thy bride chamber to rejoice in. Doſt 


thou 


Comfort for Dejected Souls; or, 


wiſh to lie in his arms, and lean on his 
boſom, and live in and upon his heart 
of love? Doſt thou pray for increace 
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thou want a true friend? Well, thy 
Jzsvs loveth at all times, he is not 
a changeable, but a conſtant lover. 
Come then ye dear children of Gop, 
and pray that you may be helped by the 
power of the Holy Ghoſt, to rely on a 
precious Redeemer by faith, and you 
will find that he will be faithful unto 
you according to this ſweet portion, 
He will ſupply all your wants according 
to his riches in glory by CHRIST JEsus. 
Precious ſoul, doſt thou find a want of 
a ſpiritual nature, if ſo, go unto Gop 
in the ſweet name of JEsus, and he 
will ſurely do thee good in tupplying 
thy wants. Dear ſoul, I may juſtly tell 
thee, that when Gop hath a mind to 
bend his gracious ear, he will prepare 
the heart to pray ; therefore look for 
ſovereign aid in order to approach thy 
Gop by faith, for a rich ſupply of what- 
ever thy ſoul or body need. O it is good 
to plead at a throne of grace in our Sa- 
viour's 
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viour's name, that we may have a con- 
fidential truſt in his love, faithfuineſs, 
and power ; fo that we may with ap- 
propriating language, cry, My Gop, 
through the blood of the Lamb! My 
Gov, through the immaculate righte- 
ouſneſs of Jzsus! My Gop in the ſpi- 
rit and power of faith; and my God ſpall 
ſupply my need, yea, all my need, according 
to his riches in glory by ChgisT JEsvs : 
Therefore let us come boldly unto the throne 
of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace in the time of NEED. O that 
we may prove the verity of our Savi- 
our's cordial words, My grace ſhall be ſuf- 
ficient for thee, Now in waiting with 
patient hope upon Gop, heaven-born 
ſouls have oftentimes had ſweet commu- 
nion with Him; and in this communion, 
Gop doth make ſweet and bleſſed im- 
preſſions on the hearts of his ſaints, 
which humbles them in the very duſt 
at his feet, and fills them with grati- 

tude 
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tude for the kind intimations of his love 
and rich aboundings of his grace, in 
ſupplying all their need, according to the 
riches of his glory by CHRIST IJEsus. 
Once more; Subjects of diſcriminat- 
ing tavor are called upon to be looking 
from themſelves to Gop's free mercy 
 CnurrsT Jesvs, in whom they are accept- 
ed and ſanctified by the Father, and juſ- 
tified in CHRISTH, and bleſſed in Him 
with all fpiritual bleſſings. In fo do- 
ing, under the gracious influence of the 
holy Spirit, real he/ievers in] eſus, experi- 
ence the vital power or kernel of faith 
and hope, in the unſpeakable pleaſure 
of ſpiritual communion with Jenovarn 
in all his cLoR10us PERSONSs, and can 
ſweetly ſing with grace in their heart, 


Redeem'd and call'd and waſh'd in precious blood! 
We live thro' faith in Chriſt, our Saviox-Gop: 
Upon his precious grace we now rely; 


Our Gov by him, will all our wants ſupply. 


Brethren 


** 
— os nn = — —-¾—¼ —U—Mf ED 


96 Comfort for Dejected Souls ; Or, 


Brethren in our Lox D JESsUs CHRIST, 
if you can ſay, My Gop, from your 
hearts, you are truly bleſſed. If you 
can ſay, My Gov, in the ſpirit, your 
wants ſhall abundantly be ſupplied ac- 
cording to Gop's riches in glory by CHRIST 
Jzsvs. Do you ſee and feel your wants 
or need? If ſo, you are born of Gop : 
foul wants made known, are mercies 
from a covenant Father, and are un- 
doubtedly an evidence of Gop's ſpecial 
favor towards you; therefore, your Gop 
ſhall ſupply your need, in ſuch a way 
and manner as will ſweetly unvail the 
matchleſs beauties and tranſcendent glo- 


ry of a precious REDEEMER and SaviouR, 


who 1s the grand medium of all grace 
communications. 

My dear fellow-travellers, it is good 
for us to be carried by the Lord to the 
potter's houſe, and there learn the preci- 
ous leſſon of free grace, ſo that we may 


glory in the mercy of Gop which has 
made 
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made us to differ from others who are 
dead in fin : hence we may juſtly aver, 


that as Gop has had mercy, he will 


ſupply our need, through CHRIST JESUS, 
our glorious Lover. N 


4% $8 8 


Toeſe things have I ſpoken, that in me you 
might have peace : in the world you 
ſhall have tribulation : but be of good 
chear, I have overcome the world. 


1 ESE words are a part. of the 
- Saviour's laſt ſermon to his dear 
diſciples. In the two preceding chap» 
ters, CHRIST had been informing them 
concerning his ſufferings and death, on 
which account they were greatly troub- 


led. Therefore, in order to alleviate their 
ſorrows Jzsvs, who is all compaſſion, 


H gave 
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gave theſe precious words of conſola- 
tion, The di/ciples might well be caſt 
down when they underſtood that they 
muſt part with fo dear a friend; under 
whoſe divine protection they had lived, 
and under whoſe wonderful teachings 
they had ſat with great delight. 

Now the prediction deſcribes the diſ- 
eaſe or diſtemper; (viz.) in the world 
you ſhall have tribulation, not only in 
the ungodly world, bur allo in the elect 


world, yet the bleſſed cordial is more 


powerful than the diſtemper, for (ſaid 
the dear Redeemer) you fail have peace. 
The cordial of peace is of a reviving 
nature to the ſick patients of our LoxD 
Jzsus CurisT, more eſpeclally as he is 
the wile and tender hearted phyſician, 
CurisT Jesus ſweetly adminiſters the 
cordial, with, Be of good chear, I bave 
overcome the world: IT have overcome 
all the oppoſition of ungodly men, I 
have taken out the ſting of every croſs 
and 
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and trouble ; and all that I have done, 
is for you my dear children, and for 


. them who ſhall be called by my grace 


and goſpel, after you are ſafe houſed i in 
eternal glory. 
Now the world is repeatedly made 


uſe of in the haly ſcripture in the fol- 
lowing way and manner: Sometimes for 


the men of the world indiſcriminately, 
without any reſpect, as you may fee, 
John xvili. 20. 4 have ſpoken epenly to 
the world, At other times, for a great 
many people, as in John xii. 19, The 
world is gone after him: that is, a num- 
ber of people of different deſcriptions. 
Sometimes the world is put in oppo- 
ſition to the elect of Gop, who are 
choſen out of the world, | 
Once more; It is ſometimes taken 
for God's elect children, who live in this 
world, though they are not of the world: 
as you read in 2 Cor. v. 19. Go was 
= itt 
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in Chriſt reconciling the world to bimſelf, 
not imputing their ſins *. 

Now let us confiticr what thoſe tri- 
bulations are which ſaints muſt look to 
meet with in this wilderneſs world; for 
It is through much tribulation that the 
elet? enter into the kingdom of Gop-. 
The word tribulation comprehends trou- 
bles and trials of various kinds, and in- 
deed, the great tribulations of travelling 
ſaints are complicated, even ſuch as ſhall 
weigh down their ſpirits and wear out 
their ſtrength ; troubles of a heart rend- 
ing and ſoul oppreſſing nature, as ſhall 
make the heart to ſtoop with anguith : 
thus much the word tribulation implies. 


But poſſibly ſome heaven-born chil- 
dren may ſay, from what root or cauſe, 


ſhall 


I think the Arminians themſelves, upon ma- 
ture conſideration of the above n ſcripture, 
muſt acknowledge that they have been raſh in 
aſerting that the won 1p in ſcripture. is no where 


taken for the world of the elect, unleſs they will 
hold univerſal juſtification, | 
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ſhall affliction or tribulation ariſe, ſhall 
it come out of the duſt ? 

Now it appears to me in the firſt 
place, that the cauſe is primarily in Jz- 
HOVAH, in reſpect of his wiſe and juſt 
ordination ; he having determined that 
all who will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, 
ſpall ſuffer perſecution. It is therefore 
obvious to a demonſtration, that all the 
tribulations of the ſaints originate in the 
will of Gop : Hence it is ſaid by Peter, 
It is better, if the will of God be ſoa, that 
you ſhould ſuffer ; and again, Let them 
that ſuffer according to the will of Gad. 
Our afflictions and tribulations come to 
us from the ſame hand, and the very ſame 
cauſe, as all other covenant bleſſings 
come ; that 1s, from the love, will, and 
wiſdom of Gop. It is Gop's will that 
ſaints ſhould ſuffer ; it is their Father's 
will that they ſhould have a croſs “ to 
| H 3 take 


* Mr 7ohn Calvin ſaith, It is loſt labour to think 
to part Chriſt and the croſs; they are nailed to- 
gether; ſo the elect foul that hath a given Chriſt, 
hath alſo a given croſs ; a precious Chriſt to love 
and a uſeful crols to take upe 
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take up in this houſe of their pilgrimage, 
alſo his will to give them a kingdom; 
therefore our Gop wills the end which 
is eternal good to his people, and he 
alſo wills the means to bring his ſaints 
to ultimate glory. 

Gor in his wiſe providence ſees it 
beſt for his jewels to be in tribulation, 
and to be under the ſmarting rod of af- 
fliction, in order to make chem know 
the truth of that precious portion, Iwill 
melt them and try them, ſaith the Lokp, 
that the verity of their faith might ap- 
pear more precious than gold which pe- 
riſheth ; or elſe to wean them from the 
unwholeſome breaſts of this ſinful world. 
The dear children of Gop are ſubject to 
faſten on the paps of providential breaſts, 
to the wounding of their ſouls, and griev- 
ing of the holy Spirit; therefore, the 
Loxp puts bitters into our ſweets, in 
order to draw us off from time things, 
and make us more in love with inviſi- 
. ble and eternal. realities. 
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Again, Believers themſelves may be 
a great cauſe of affliction, through the 
infirmity of their nature, Hence out- 
ward croſſes, trials and afflictions, are 
called our infirmities, becauſe they make 
us weak and caſt us down. The reaſon 
15 obvious, becauſe heaven-born ſouls 
have fleſh and blood in them, and that 
is not able to bear ſuch a croſs, trial or 
loſs. Now this is through the weakneſs 
of their nature, which makes every croſs 
a double weight or treable to them. 
Again, the el of grace, have trou- 
ble in this world on account of the un- 
certainty of its comforts. The world 
paſſeth away, one generation goeth and ano- 
ther cometh ; hence ariſeth trouble, eſ- 
pecially when the heart of the creature 
is fixed on a dear relative: the huſband. 
dies, the parent, ſpouſe, child, or kind 
friend. Man goeth to his long home, the 
mourners go about the fireets : but though 
the object beloved be removed, the ten- 
4 - der 
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der affection remains, therefore is the 
ſpirit in tribulation *, and oftentimes 
refuſes to be comforted, 
The redeemed of the Lox D, have 
trouble in the world, in reſpe& to the 
malice of its inhabitants ; this the dear 
Saviour ſet before his diſciples, John xv, 
19. Becauſe you are not of the world, but 
T have choſen you out of the world, there- 
fore the world hateth you ; for the world 
of ungodly people only love their own ; 
therefore can have no real love to be- 
loved and heaven-born ſaints. But now 
Tet us conſider that ſaints ſhall have tri- 
bulation with ſaints, or in other words, 
ele members ſhall haye trouble in the 
elelt 


+ Tribulations or afflictions, come not upon the 
redeemed of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as law de- 
mands for penal ſatisfaction; for the Saviour in 
the law-place of his people, has fully anſwered 
all demands both of law and juftice; hence all 
trouble comes on the ſubjects of grace, to humble 
them and do them good; therefore a ſenſe of their 
great weakneſs and manifold infirmities, gives 
heaven- born and canaan-bound children, to ſee 
more of Gop's lgving-kindneſs, / 
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elefF.wworld, which are of a more affect- 
ing nature than all that they meet with 
from an ungodly world of open enemies 
to the croſs of CHRIST. O what acts of 
unkindneſs do G Op 's children (and 
miniſters in particular) meet with in 
this houſe of their pilgrimage, from pro- 
feſſing brethren. O how often do they 
grieve and wound each others ſpirit, 
with unkindneſs of carriage and bitter 
expreſſions, ſo that the real di/ciples of 
Ixsus are frequently wounded in the houſe 


E their friends. The new commandment 


given by our Lok, that redeemed chil- 
dren ſhould love one another, is but par- 
tially obſerved. It is obvious to every 
loving, humble ſaint, fitting at CHRIST's 
feet, that the love of many profeſſing 
children is grown cold. How cenſo- 
rious and unmerciful, are many mem- 
bers of churches, to the characters of 
each other; their invectives being more 
ſharp than the ſhafts from the none-Ject 

* 
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world. O what little ſympathy or bow- 
els of compaſſion, are ſhowed to heaven- 
born ſouls, under their many weaknefles 
and infirmities ; few, very few, drop 
the ſympathetic tear, or feel the tender 
riſing ſigh of commiſeration. And is it 
ſo? are theſe things obvious in the ele# 
world ? truly they are, to the wounding 
and grieving many humble, praying, 
watchful ſubjects of the grace of Gop. 
O my brethren, let you and I be more 
importunate at a throne of grace, that 
we may be kept by the mighty power 
of Gop, from being thorns or goads in 
the ſides of any of the precious lilies of 
grace, and let us pray that we may more 
fully know what it is to live and love 
as brethren, It is therefore evident to a 
demonſtration, that the ele& of grace 
ſhall have tribulation in the elect, as well 
as in the non-e/e# world. 


Now I ſhall ſet before you that pre- 
cious ewe of peace, which heaven- born 
chil- 
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children have in CHRIST Jzsvus, in the 
midſt of this world's tribulation. The 
holy ſcriptures ſet forth different ſorts 
of peace, ſuch as peace with princes 
and nations, peace amongſt ſubjects and 
families; an outward and an inward 
peace; peace with man and with Gon 
himſelf ; hence we find that Gop is cal- 
led the God of peace. Now the peace of 
Go which is through CarisT Jesvs, 
or the invaluable jewel of peace, which 
CkRISTT gives to his d:/ciples, is put forth 
in oppoſition to that peace which the 
world giveth, John xiv. 27. Peace I leave 
with you, my peace I give unto you, not as 
_ the world giveth give J unto you. Peace 


vas the laſt precious legacy the dear Re- 


deemer left or gave to his di/ciples, a 
ſweet jewel given by his laſt will and teſ- 
tament, diſtinguiſhed from all other 
; kinds of peace. 

The original of peace is ANCIENT UNI- 
Ox. LOVE, in the high court of heaven, 
when 


108 Comfort for Dejefed Souls; or, 


when the counſel of peace was ſettled 
between the ETERNAL ALMIGHTIES IN 
ONE JEHOVAH, before the foundation of 
this world. It is obvious from the holy 
ſcriptures, that the glorious Mediator, 
who had been ſet up from everlaſting, 
covenanted with the Father in behalf of 
the elect world, that he had received 
into UNION ONENESS within himſelf, that, 
in conſequence of its being predeter- 
mined that the ele& world ſhould be 
left to fall through Adam's breach of law, 
He would become their ſurety, and 
he would make peace through the blood 
of his croſs ; which was moſt wonder» 
fully and gloriouſly done in the fulneſs 
of time, and 1s entered in the rolls of 
heaven ; therefore Gop will remember 
the ſins of his ſaints no more, becauſe 
they are buried in oblivion. Now the 
holy Jzsvus is our peace, who hath made 
both one, and bath broken down the middle 
wall of partition between us; having a- 
| boliſhed 
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boliſhed in his fleſh the enmity ; therefore 


it is through CHRIST that ſaints have 
an acceſs by one ſpirit unto the Father, 
and view with ſoul conſolation that God 
was in Chriſt reconciling the ELECT world 
to himſelf, not imputing their fin. In this 
wonderful tranſaction, mercy and truth 
meet together, and righteouſneſs and peace 
kiſſed each other. 

Now this invaluable bleſſing of peace 
is laid up in the blood of the immacu- 
late Lamb of Gop, and his ſweet and 
precious goſpel promiſes for all poor 
wounded, diſtreſſed ſouls ; and ſhall at 
the time appointed, be made known to 
their conſciences by the gracious ope- 
rations of the Holy GHOST. For as the 
Lord JEsus CHRIST, through the inter- 
poſition of his life and blood, did make 
reconciliation to divine Juſtice for the 
ſins of all his people; ſo the Hol (and 
life-giving) Spixir, who is the bleſſed 
meſſenger of that peace which the poot 

mourn- 
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mourning ſoul ſtands in need of, will 
ſweetly ſeal up the bleſſing of peace to 
the diſtreſſed conſcience, with love and 
precious blood, ſweetly cauſing the lips 
of theſe that have been aſleep to ſay, Be- 
ing * juſtified by faith we have peace with 
Cod through our Logxp Jesus CHRIST. 

Once more; Thoſeredeemed and hea- 
ven born ſouls, who have the ſweet jew- 
el of peace in their conſciences, have 


bleſſed fellowſhip one with another F in 
the 


* There 1s a threefold juſtification ſet before 
us by the wiſdom of Gov in the holy ſcriptures, 
(viz.) eternal, manifeſtive, and declarative juſtifi- 
cation in the court of heaven, when the elect 
were choſen in CuxisT; juſtification in the 
conicience through believing, and juſtification 


in the fight of men by a life of love, and real 
Chriſtian obedience, 7 | 


1 O how glorious, and delightful is it to ſee 
members of goſpel Churches walk together in love 
and union, then they appear fair as the moon, clear 
as the fun, and terrible as an army with banners, or 
like a company of horfes in Pharaoh chariots, that is 


fly united, and with love and zeal drawing 
one way. | 
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the ſweets of chriſtian experience, and 
know what it is to have fellowſhip with 
the Father, and the Son Ixsus CHRIST. 1 
The dear ſaints of Jesvs, when they | ] 
have peace in their ſouls, they can bear 
up in the midit of all their tribulations, 1 
yea, they can ſit down under theirSaviour's 
ſhadow with great delight, in the midſt 
of afflictions, and think with inward ſatiſ- 
faction on the greatneſs of aSaviour's love 
towards them, this trial or affliction, is 
ſent to me by the covenant hand of my 
covenant Gop, not as a law demand, nei- 
ther in vindicative juſtice, but as a kind 
fatherly chaſtiſement, to humble me and 
prove me, and do me good in my way to 
eternal glory. Dear reader, is thy foul 
overwhelmed with trouble? Art thou un- 
der ſome bitter diſpenſation that gives 
thee much ſorrow and pain? O my bro- 
ther, pray that thou mayeſt ſtand ſtill and 
ſee the wiſdom and love of Gop towards 
thee in thy preſent afflictions and tribu- 
lations. 
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lations. Dear tried ſou], there is love e- 
nough in precious CH NIS to ſweeten 


every bitter potion, there is honey at the 
bottom of everybitter, therefore the good 
of every diſpenſation ſhall be ſweetly un- 
vailed to thee for thy ſoul's conſolation 


in the Lory's time. 
My dear redeemed and heaven born 


brethren, your precious Jzsvs, has ſaid 
for your comfort, Be of good cheer, I have 
overcome the world. Are you under bur- 
thens of a ſoul nature? Are you preſſed 
down with worldly tribulations ? and 
are you ſinking under your adverſity 
or croſſes? O liſten then to the ſweet 
voice of wiſdom, In the day of adverſity, 
conſider and pray that thou mayeſt be 


helped to run to precious ChRISH, and 


not to run into the cave of deſponden- 
cy or ſinful doubtings. Dear children, 
there 15 no trouble upon your ſpirits, be 
what it will, but your tender-hearted 
Saviour will help you through all, and 
your 
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your ſouls ſhall praiſe him. Look then, 
ye redeemed of the Lox, for the ſea- 
ſonable and ſweet aſſiſtance of the holy 
Spirit, that you may fly to the boſom 
of precious Jzsvs, and extract the ho- 
ney of love and peace out of his plead- 
ing blood and dying love: then, O 
then, will, you ſweetly bear up under 
every croſs, and even glory in tribula- 
tion. My brethren, if your ſouls are 
bleſſed with that Jewel of peace, which 
paſſeth all underſtanding, remember 
this for your comfort, that you ſhall 
fafely outride every ſtorm and tempeſt, 
knowing that CHRIST J Ess has over- 
come the world for you; for you, dear 
ſouls, the objects of his love. 

But methinks ſome poor mourning 
ſouls are ſaying, Ah, thoſe ſweet words, 
In me you ſhall have peace, was ſpoken 
by Jesvs to his diſciples; but my fears 
run high, that I am not one of that 
bleſſed . and n what right 

I have 
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have I to the Jewel of peace, which on- 
ly can be enjoyed in CnrisT IEsus.“ 
Dear ſouls, attend to the following, Do 
you deſire to embrace the precious word 
of Jesvs, with a poor and contrite ſpi- 
rit, and to hear his voice and follow. 
him? If ſo, the word of truth is come 


to your ſouls in the power of the Spi- 


rit. Again, are you helped to continue 
in the way of the Lok, and to deſire 
that his word may be à /ight unto your 


feet, and a lanthorn to your paths; if fo, 


it is an evidence that you are put among 
the dear children, therefore are CHRrIsT's 
diſciples. 

Is it your deſire to. be truly humble, 
to be a ſelf-loathing and ſelf-denying 
people? And do you even now, loath 
and abhor your righteous and ſinful 
ſelves, and wiſh to deny all yourſelves, 
and bear every croſs with patience and 


ſubmifſion to the will of Gop? If fo, 


the good, the great, the precious work 
of 
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of grace is begun in your ſouls, there- 
fore you ſhall experience the bleſſedneſs 
of having peace in the Loxpy Jesus 
CunrsST.. : 

Once more; Do you love to hear 
CuRISr's goſpel, and to aſſociate amongſt 
the ſaints? Do you find real love to the 
lambs and ſheep of JE Sus D? If fo, you 
are among the bleſſed of the Lorp; and 
by your love, faith our Lorp, ſhall all 
men know that you are my diſciples * : 
the great and grand criterion of true 
ſubjects of grace, is love. 

Now real goſpel peace in the ſoul, 
ariſeth from an application of ſome bleſ- 
ſed portion of the invaluable word of in- 
ſpiration; hence we find David ſaying, 
This is my comfort in afflition, for thy 

— i word 


One inconteſtable evidence of a foul being a 
true diſciple of Jeſus, is this, If the ſoul finds that 
fin, which was once its delight, is now become its 
pain and trouble, Sorrow in the heart on ac- 
count of fin, proves to a demonſtration, that the 
grace of Gop is in that ſoul. 
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word hath quickened me: Again he faith, 
Thou art my hiding-place, and my ſhield ; 
T hope in thy word. We likewiſe find 
Jeremiah ſaying, Thy words were found 
and 1 did eat them, and thy word was un- 
40 me, the joy, and rejoicing of my heart ; 
ſo that it is evident to a demonſtration, 
that the peace of both was drawn by 
faith from the precious word of Gop, 
which proved unto each of them like 
apples of gold in pictures of filver. The 
cordial and precious promiſes in the 
goſpel, when applied ro redeemed 
ſouls by the power of the Holy Ghoſt, 
proves as the balm of gilead, to heal and 
revive, to comfort and refreſh, and brings 
them to know the ſweetneſs of CurisT's 

words, In me you ſhall have peace. 


Sometimes the ſubjects of grace when 


in tribulation, have been helped to me- 


ditate on the love, mercy, and faithful- 
neſs of Gop; in doing which, they have 
found ſweet peace ſpringing up in their 

ſouls, 
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fouls, and have been conſtrained to 
ſay from mature conſideration of di- 
vine faithfulneſs, I 7s of the Lord's mer- 
cies that we are not conſumed, becauſe his 
compaſſions fail not; alſo, the Lord is good 
to thoſe that wait upon him : and he will 
bleſs his people with peace, even with 
that peace which he laid up in the Logp 
Ixsus CHRIST for them before the world 
began. Your Gop, my dear brethren, 
Dill never leave you nor forſake you, for 
underneath you are laid everlaſting arms ; 
therefore, whatever bitter potions are 
given you in this hac, in this valley 
of weeping and tribulation, if you have 
but peace in Jesvs, you will praiſe and 
"bleſs him for every diſpenſation. 
| Re- 
* Dear heaven-born ſoul, art thou under ſome 
ſore trials or afflictions? Are thy ſorrows riſing 
like the waves of the deep? O fit down and 
conſider why thy foul ſhould be ſo caſt down 
Within thee; hath not the Saviour taken the 
ſting out of every trouble? Thy afflictions, dear 
child, are ſatherly chaſtiſements; there is no poi- 


Jon in any of them, therefore look unto JEsvs that 
thy ſpirit may be calmed under all diſpenſations. 


. 
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Redeemed and heaven-born brother, 


pray that thou mayeſt have help given 


thee from above, to learn in all thy trou- 
bles to look to Jtsvs, in whom peace 
is laid up for thy tried and troubled 
heart; in ſo doing, under divine influ- 
ence, thou wilt draw precious comfort 
to thy ſoul from the bowels of thy moſt. 
compaſſionate Saviour, and thou wilt 
have ſtrength given thee to bear up un- 


der every croſs and wave of affliction. 
Art thou in trouble now ? Do the bil- 
lows of adverſity and waves of affliction 


beat againſt thy ſoul? and art thou al- 
moſt ſunk in ſorrow and diſtreſs? O 


my brother, let me call thy attention, 


and intreat thee to conſider, that there 


is ſomething of Gop in all thy tribula- 
tions. Conſider alſo, what love, wiſ- 


dom and grace, there is in Gop to help 
thee in and under all diſpenſativns. Con- 
ſider the many ſweet and full breaſts 


of conſolation which thy Gop has given 


thee 
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thee in ChRISTH JEsvs in his bleſſed word, 
namely, exceeding great and precious 
promiſes, to under-prop and wonder- 
fully ſupport thy foul, under all that 
thou meeteſt with in this wilderneſs 
world. Art thou ſaying thy way is 
rough? Granted that it is rough; yet 
it is right, for thy Saviour is bringing 
thee by a right way to a city in which 
dwelleth righteouſneſs; and even now 
as thou art travelling through this deſert 
land, thy JEsus has promiſed that he 
will make rough places ſmooth, and 
crooked things ſtraight. I muſt now 
leave thee at the Sa viouxꝰs feet, looking 
to him who has ſaid, for thy comfort, I 
have overcome the world. | 


Redeemed ſoul, tho? troubles here perplex thee, 
And thou art mourning in this vale of tears, 
The power of Jeſus thou ſhalt ſurely ſee 
In helping thee, thro' all thy doubts and fears. 
Look up to Chrift, thy Jeſus and thy God, 
Who has redeem'd and waſh'd thy foul with blood. 


I 4 CHAP: 
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„ 1 


He ſhall feed his flock like a Shepherd, be 
/ball gather the Lambs with his arm, 
and carry them in his Boſom, he ſhall 
gently lead thoſe that are with young. 


N the preceeding part of this chapter, 

the inſpired Prophet brings in Feho- 
vab, commanding his miniſters to preach 
comfort to his beloved children. Com- 
fort ye, co mfort ye my People, Jaith your 
God. 

The holy : prophet ſets forth the Sa- 
viour, as coming with a ſtrong hand to 
reſcue the lambs, and ſheep out of the 
mouth of the devouring adverſary. 
Likewiſe ſets forth Jesus as a loving 
and merciful ſhepherd; and as one that 


is able to ſave all that the Father gave 


10 


9 
1 
N : 
e 
7 
„ 
22S 
+. : 
WW: ; 
2 . 
THY. 
I 
* » 7 
© 1 
A 
F 
* 5 


the Saints Anchor-hold in ali Storms. 121 


to him before the world began. The 
tender carriage of the Lok D JESUs 
CarrsT cannot be ſufficiently expreſſed: 
Sweetneſs 1s his name, and compaſſion 
is his nature“. Jesvs doth not carry it 
in a ſevere, or rough manner to any of 
his redeemed flock, and forbids his un- 
der-ſhepherds, lording it over his child- 
ren. The dear Redeemer binds his 
beautiful flock to his loving heart, with 
the ſilken cords of love-neceſſities, in 
order that obedience may be their de- 
light: This all the heaven-born lambs, 
and ſheep of IEsus can teſtify by bleſſed 
experience, eſpecially thoſe that are, or 
have been weak and fickly in foul. 
Every precious Epithet in the ſacred 
volumns of truth, ſets forth his love, 
and lovelineſs as a ſhepherd, huſband, 
| and 
® It is faid in hiſtory of Titus, that he was ſo 


amiable in his carriage, that none ever went fad 
from him; but this we may ſay with confidence, 
that Jeſus is ſo loving, kind and tender to his 


dear and precious flock, that none goes away from 
| his prelence, ſad, 
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and friend. CHRTIST JI ESsus, in the days of 


old. bore his people as on eagles wings, 


and brought them to himſelf: O ſweet 
words, O precious truth, he brought 
them to himſelf, even into reſt; and 
even now he is bearing his ſaints in his 
arms. 
If we look into the annals of the life 


of Jesvs, we ſhall there ſee that all his 


carriage towards his weak, feeble and 
ſickly ones, was ſweet and tender; an- 
ſwerable in all reſpects to their ſituation 


and condition : Meek, lowly and mer- 


ciful is the precious and glorious cha- 
racter of our Jzsus, who for the com- 
fort of his ſorrowful lambs, has ſaid, that 
bruiſed reeds and ſmoaking flax Shall not be 


broken nor quenched by him. All the way 
to glory is paved with love for the ſpi- 


ritual daughters of Zion; and over 
their heads is ſpread love's glorious 
banner, in order that they may be ſafe. 

Th 


: . 4 * 8 7 , - „ 4: r 
4 4 a ETD a aue a " * . 4 6444-44, oa" _— F o& * : 

4 p Dre, * n 8 «AN 4 - v — , 

WES dh ws. a" ns” r by 's * A pe 26M ooyi? N CO og ae . a „ 
— y > , Jy 2 .. 2 * 1 4 Po * ? \ U "7: 1 * * " "EV . ut 
1 . JJC wot =? } ns; XP * £ 3 ** E 4 
„ I N 2 of. © * n 1 - $4 PER . - 1 r 8 - WW „* % 2 u 
a Goth bs in * enn NO 1 3 J a 8 * Vs" y . 
ge” 7 Warn ih c - * 


the Saints Anchor-hold in all Storms. 123 


The amiable carriage of the bleſſed 
Shepherd *, towards all the weak and 
feeble of his flock, is very apparent. 
The poor weak lambs of Jzsus are apt 
to wander in paths which are not good; 
but tender-hearted Jesus will look af- 
ter them and carefully bring them back 
to his fold, and to himſelf, He will 
make bare and ſtretch out his bleſſed 
arm to gather them. Dear ſoul, art 
thou a poor weakling ? doſt thou find a 
wandering heart ? haſt thou gone aſtray 
like a loſt ſheep? and will the good 
Shepherd ſeek thee? O yes, precious 
ſoul, he will ſeek thee, for there is pity 
1n his eye, and tender love in his heart 
towards thee, The arm of thy Shep- 

herd 


* The dearRedeemer is ſo compaſſionate to the 
_ weakly and ſickly lambs, that he will make their 
bed and fit by; yea, he will put one hand under 
their heads while the other embraces them. Jeſus 
acts like a tender mother, with a poor ſickly babe, 
ſhe lays its poor fainting, ſickly head, in her tender 
boſom, and embraces it with all the affection of her 
foul, thus doth Jeſus feel and love his ſaints. 
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herd is a long arm, however far thou 
haſt gone aſtray, his powerful hand of 
love can reach and bring thee back; he 
will ſurely gather thee becauſe he lov- 
eth thee with an everlaſting love. 

The ſweet carriage of Chzisr the 
glorious Lover, is obvious in that he 
will carry thoſe lambs and ſheep that 
cannot go. Lambs that are weak and 
feeble, lie down, becauſe they cannot 
£0; the ſhepherd takes them up and 
carries them, Many of the weak and 
feeble lambs in CarisT, cannot walk, 
but Jesvs their gentle and tender-heart- 
ed Shepherd, will ſtoop down and ga- 
ther them, and ſweetly * carry them, 
and cheriſh them with the warmth of 

| his 


* 


* Believer in Jeſus, art thou ſaying, Oh, I 
would gladly follow Chriſt the dear ſhepherd of 
his people, but alaſs, I am ſo impotent and weak, 
that I cannot follow him fo as my ſoul defires. 
Well dear ſoul, thy Shepherd will put forth his 
ſtrength to thy weakneſs and carry thee, and thou 


Jhalt be bleſſed with the ſweet refreſhing cordials 
Of his love. | 
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his precious love becauſe of their great 
weakneſs. 

The tenderneſs of the Shepherd's car- 
riage ſweetly appears in his readineſs to 
entertain any poor lamb or ſheep, that 
is made willing through the power of 
the ſpirit to come to him; he ſtands with 
open arms and heart to embrace him that 
comes under the drawings of the Father, 
and has declared that he will not in any 
wiſe caſt out, neither caſt off, although 
the approaches of the ſoul to him be in 
great weakneſs. Never did any foul 
that came to him find him unkind or 
ſevere ; on the contrary, they have found 
him compaſſionate and ſweetly kind. 
O thou poor trembling ſoul who haſt a 
riſing deſire in thy heart to come to Jz- 
sus, and yet doſt doubt whether thou 
ſhalt be embraced in the arms of his 
love, becauſe thou findeſt thyſelf ſo ſin- 
ful and unclean. My dear child, come 
and ſee; yea, come and try, and thou 
c wilt 
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wilt find that Jesvs will not ſpurn thee 
from him, but fall upon thy neck and 
lovingly embrace thee. Thou art a poor 
thirſty ſoul, as ſuch thou haſt CarisT's 
{weet invitation, Let him come to ine: If 
Jesvs puts power in this precious word 
to thy foul, let him come to me, every 
hindrance and ſtumbling-block will be 
removed out of the way, and thou wilt 
be helped to ſay with filial aner, 
My Lord and my God. 

The carriage of the heavenly Shep- 
herd, is truly amiable, ſweet and tender 
to the feeble of his flock, in that he 
cheriſheth and keeps alive. thoſe little 
buddings of grace that are in them. But 
methinks ſore poor feeble lamb may be 
ready to ſay, Oh my ſpark of ſpiritual 
life in the vile aſhes of my nature, is ſo 
little in ſuch mighty ſtorms and tempeſts, 
that I am fearful I ſhall be in the dark; 
beſides, my vital ſtrength is ſo faint that 
I know not how to bear up under all 

my 
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my weakneſſes. Dear ſoul, thy ſweet 
and tender Shepherd, who hath begun 
a good work in thee will carry 1t on. 
The little ſpark of heavenly fire ſhall not 
be extinguiſhed, neither ſhall that ſpi- 
ritual life decay. Thy Saviour will pre- 
{ſerve and cheriſh the invaluable trea- 
ſure of grace in thy redeemed ſoul. Re- 
member and conſider, that under a for- 
mer diſpenſation which was typical of 
goſpel times; the prieſt's office was to 
keep the fire in the ſanctuary from go- 
ing out, Now it is the pleafurable work 
of Jesvs the glorious high Prieſt, to do 
the ſame in thy ſoul. Thy ſweet re- 
deeming Lover hath laid upon thy heart, 
which is the altar in the ſanctuary of 
thy precious foul, holy fire; and will 
take watchful care that it goeth not out. 
Dear lamb, art thou fearful? O! let 
me intreat thee to conſider that Ixsus 
1s faithful ; he will moſt tenderly kcep 


thee becauſe thou art the object of his 
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everlaſting love; in conſequence of 
which, thou ſhalt find his carriage moſt 
ſweet and tender towards thee, all the 
way through this wilderneſs world, 

It is obvious to a demonſtration that 
the carriage of the heavenly Shepherd, 
was kind and tender towards his weak 
and diſconfolate diſciples, who were 
doubtingly ſpeaking about their LoRD 
and maſter, as if they queſtioned whe- 
ther he were the MeSGas from the Logp.. 
It is evident that their pulſe of faith, was 
low and faint, for they ſaid to each other 
as they were ſad, Me truſted it had been 
he, that ſhould have redeemed Iſrael; 
and beſides all this, to-day is the third 
day ſince theſe things were done. But 
obſerve how ſweetly CHRIST ſpeaks, he 
checks their doubting fears, with O 
fools, and flow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have ſpoken. But at the ſame 
time, carries himſelf moſt tenderly to- 
wards them, in cheriſhing and preſerv- 


ing 


* 
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ing their faith from dying“. The very 
bloſſoms and buds of grace, in weak and 
feeble believers, are under the tender hand 
and watchful eye, of the precious Re- 
- Jrsvs, the heavenly ſhepherd of his 
ſheep, takes pleaſure in ſtrengthening 
their weakneſs, and nouriſhing their fee- 
ble ſouls ; yea, he hath ſaid for the com- 
fort of ſuch, that He will not break the bruis- 
ed reed, nor quench the ſmoking flax. But 
methinks, ſome poor lamb is ſaying in 
his heart, Ah, I am fo feeble, that I am 
ready to ſtumble and fall ; I am fearful 
that I ſhall never be able to go over the 
many hills and mountains, that are 
in the road to heavenly Canaan. Dear 
foul, thy Shepherd has all power, both 
in heaven, and on earth, and as he is 
all love and tenderneſs, to his lambs and 

ao ſheep, 


* That principle of divine life and love, which 
Jx8vs ſets up in our hearts by his Spirit, ſhall go 
forward, and ſweetly increaſe, till all contrary 
power be brought down. 
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ſheep, he will carry himſelf tender to- 
wards thee; and- though thy feet be now 
weak as lambs feet, that thou art ſcarce 
able to go without falling, he will make 
them ſtrong, ſo that thou ſhalt be help- 
ed to leap over every hill and mountain,. 
and ſay, as heaven-born David did, He. 
maketh my feet like hinds feet, and know 
by bleſſed experience, that the LoRD is 
carrying thee on from ſtrength to ſtrength. 

The ſweet and loving carriage of the 
divine Shepherd, moſt wonderfully ap- 
pears in that he hath borne with thoſe 
many weakneſſes and infirmities which 
he hath found in his redeemed and be- 
loved flock. Jzsus pities his lambs for 
their weakneſs, but doth not caſt any of 
them off for their infirmities. Feeble 
lambs are apt to flip, and ſometimes 
fall, but Jzsvs, the bleſſed ſhepherd, is 
exceeding tender, notwithſtanding all. 
their weakneſſes and many lips. It was 
great weakneſs in Peter, in refuſing Jeſus. 

to 
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to waſh his feet. But the Saviour was 


tender, and tells him, that he did not 


know his intention in that action; Vat 
Ido, thou doſt not know: and therefore, 
though that diſciple diſcovered much 
weakneſs in ignorantly refuſing his Logy 


to waſh his feet, yet the dear Shepherd 


ſweetly and tenderly paſſed by every 
weakneſs, and waſhed poor Peter's feet. 
Poor Thomas was very weak, when he 


ſaid he would not believe, except he put 
his fingers in the print of the nails. Ixsus 


tenderly bears with all this weakneſs, and 
is willing. to have his wounds opened 


afreſh,. to give ſatisfaction to his poor 


child, in a mournful fit of unbelief; and 


therefore lovingly invites him, ſaying, 
Come and thruſt them into my ſide; and 
be not faithleſs, but believing *. O what 
aſtoniſhing condeſcenſion and tender- 

* 2 1 


* It is poſſible Thomas might ſee the loving 


heart of JEsus through his wounds, when CHRIST 


ſaid, Come, thruſt thy hand into my fide &c. 
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neſs, appears in the eonduct of our bleſſ- 


ed Lob, to ſuch a poor unbelieving 
tamb. And is not JkEsus the ſame to 


all his flock, which he has loved, redeem- 
ed and called by his grace and ſpirit ? 


Surely he is, for his heart is made of 


tenderneſs, and his bowels melt with love. 


Fesvs is hourly paſſing by the many in- 


firmities and frailties of his feeble lambs 
and ſheep, and will continue ſo to do, 


while he has a redeemed flock in this 
wilderneſs world ; and will ſweetly con- 


ftrain them all to ſay, that his carriage 


towards them as their precious Shepherd, 


has been loving, tender, and faithful. 


„„ 7 a 
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The Loa D Jesvs Cnrtsr, who is the 
glorious ſhepherd of his ſpiritual Jrael, 
hath provided a cordial for every one of 
his children. Ixsus is furniſhed with all 
ſuitable bleſſings unto every kind of 
* weakneſs, or ſickneſs that his lambs or 
| ſheep may find; and will let out mer- 
- ciful 2 8 for the raiſing of poor fallen 

children, 
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Children, and for the gathering of wan- 
dering lambs and ſheep; which if truly 
conſidered, wonderfully demonſtrates 
Cuxtsr's ſweetneſs towards his people. 
O, ye ſaints who are defiled through ſinl 
_ Jzsvs will not loſe you. Though you 
_through weakneſs have wandered from 


him, he will not let you go: He will 
follow you in your wanderings, and will 


gather you from your ſins. He will 
: gather weak lambs with his arm, and 
wandering ſheep with his ſhepherd's 
. crook. You know the parable of the loſt 

ſheep, i it is deſcriptive of you who have 

gone aſtray from your Shepherd's fold, 
and are loſt in your own view, in your 
_ wandering in the ways of fin, Heaven- 
born ſheep, your Shepherd will ſtoop to 
vou when you are defiled or fallen“, 
= K 3 | ' through 


An hiſtorian has made mention, of a royal 
. Perſona » paſting by a lothſome ditch, into which 
a poor y 2.4 was fallen : being moved with pity, 
2 he pulled the poor creature out with his own» 
hands, 
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through the power of ſin, and take you 
out with his arms, and lay you in his 
boſom, that he may waſh you in his 
blood, and revive your ſouls again, with 
the precious cordials of his forgiving 
love. It may be that ſome poor lambs, 
hath been wandering abroad (Dinah like) 
and ſome riſing filthineſs in their nature, 
or ſome temptation has humbled them. 
Ts it ſo, dear lambs and ſheep of IExsus; 
If it is—are you not weak and faint? 
and are you not ready to ſay, Jesus will 
ſorely chaſtiſe us for our wanderings? 
Surely the Shepherd's love moves him 
to be diſpleaſed with your ſinful wander- 
ings ; and the Holy Spirit 1s grieved 
alſo on that account; yet let me tell you, 
finful lambs and ſheep, that notwith- 
| ſtanding 


i and delivered it from death, for which att 
ol compaſſion he was greatly beloved by his ſub- 
jects. But O my dear brethren, Jzsvs the preci- 
ous ſhepherd, came down into the awful and loth- 
ſome ditch of our ſins; and by an vnexampled a& 
'of compaſſion, pulled all his lambs and ſheep, out 
of that abominable and curſed ditch of * 
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ſtanding all your ſinfulneſs, your hea- 
venly Shepherd, will be ſweet and kind. 
He will be avenged on the head of ſin 
for defiling you: Jzsvs will again ſmile 
upon you, and give you to ſee that you 
are ſtill in his boſom, and that there you 
ſhall forever dwell. Say, ye heaven-born 
children, after your ſinning, hath not 
your Shepherd made you moſt out of 
love with ſin? Haveyou not loathed 1t 
after, more than ever you loved it be- 
fore? Ephraim ſhall ſay, What have I any more 
todo with Idols ? and have you not caf# it 
away asa menſtruouscloath, with the great- 
eſt indignation, laying unto it, Get thee 
Hence? Dear ſaints, it is the pleaſure of 
.your glorious Lover, to ſhew ſeverity 
againſt all your fins, but at the ſame time, 
to deal lovingly with you, in gathering 
you when fallen through your back- 
Nidings “. Tell me, O ye lambs and 
5 K 4 Meer 


0, ye reedeemed of the Lon b, if your 
werber had leſt you to yourſelves, in your ul 


conceptions 
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ſheep of IEsus, hath not your Shepherd 
gone after you in the wilderneſs and 
found you, and laid you on his ſhoulders 
rejoicing? O, how doth this demonſtrate 
the tenderneſs and ſweetneſs of the Loxp 
Jzesvs CHRIST Chaſtiſement for fin is 
a privilege peculiar to heaven-born 
ſouls: It is children's bread, on which 
at times, they muſt feed. It is great love 
in the Shepherd in giving his ſheep the 
bread of affliction, after they have ſinned 
againſt him. Now this may be viewed 
as a further demonſtration of the Sa- 
viour's tender regard, if you conſider 
that chaſtiſements or afflictions for ſin, 
-are covenant privileges, yea, they are 
promiſed mercies; this is obvious in the 
| Father's 


_ conceptions, and ſinful wanderinge, you never 
would have found your way back to the pleaſant 

| Hill of communion and ſpiritual fellowſhip with 
your glorious Lover. But that immortal ſeed: of 
grace within, will preſerve you, and when in 

_ exerciſe under divine influence, ſhall tender th 
conceptions of {in abhortive. 
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Fathers addreſs to his CHRIST, or to Zion N 
militant, If thy children break my law, 


if they break my ſtatutes, (then) I will 
viſit their tranſgreſſions with the rod, 


and their iniquity with ſtripes: You ſee 
then my dear children, that chaſtiſements 
are evidences of your Shepherd's love. 
Dear children, your Saviour will chaſ- 
tiſeyou with the rod, after your falls into 
in; nevertheleſs, ke will not caſt you off 
for your backſlidings, for your Shepherd 
tateth putting away. Heaven-born ſouls! 
you ſhall not be chaſtized with ſcorpions, 
but with a rod of love, and each ſtroke 
ſhall do you good, becauſe each ſtroke 
is given according to covenant ſettle- 
ments; therefore cannot fail doing you 


good: Covenant afflictions are covenant 


mercies, beſtowed only on covenant 

children, which are denied toan ungod- 

- ly world. Dear wandering and ſinning 

lambs and ſheep, conkider, that as your 

+ fins prior to converſion, could not make 
your 


EUR = 
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your Shepherd reject you; neither can 
your ſinful falls ſince your ſpiritual birth, 
alienate you from his precious love, or 


cauſe him to be unfaithful; for Jzsvs 
will not break covenant with you, thoxgh 


you have played the harlot with many lovers, 


yet return unto me ſaith the Lord. Again 
he ſaith, I am married unto you, therefore 
he will not put away his ſpouſe. The 
voice of love to poor ſinning children is, 
only acknowledge tbine iniquity, Come then 


beloved in CarisrT, and haſte to your 
Shepherd, and ſay unto him, Take 8 


all iniquity, and receive us gracioufly: O 
try him, for his love is ſtill the ſame! 


and his carriage is {ſweet and tender, 


though your fins have eclipſed his love, 
yet his love remains ſtill, and at the ap- 
pointed time, ſhall ſhine again, to the 
unſpeakable joy and comfort of your re- 


deemed ſouls, CarisT's ſpiritual Jeru- 


ſalem ſnall be comforted, for his voiee 


is to all his under Shepherds, Comfort 


, 
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De, comfort ye, my people, ſaith your God and 
Saviour. Heaven-born ſouls, under 
woundings on account of backſlidings 
in heart, or in conduct, are ſighing it 
out- bis mercy clean gone for ever? will 
he be favourable no more? hath he for- 
gotten to be gracious? Precious ſoul, Jz- 
SUShath heard thee thus bemoaning thy- 
ſelf; come then and conſider what he 
has ſaid for thy ſouls conſolation. 1s not 
Ephraim my dear child? fince I ſpake againſt 
bim, I do earnejily remember him, therefore 
my bowels are troubled for him: I will 
ſurely have mercy towards him. The Savi- 
our cannot long withhold his love: It 
muſt ſpring forth juſt when the poor 
ſheep are ready to faint. I will, faith the 
glorious Lover, reſtore comfort to him. 
O how ſweet, how loving and precious, 
is the carriage of our divine Shepherd 
to fallen ſinful children. The Lorp 
Jzsvs CRHalsr moſt tenderly feels for 


his children, under their chaſtiſements. 
My 
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My ſoul, ſaith the Logo, was troubled *. 
for him, that is for poor Ephraim, and 
ſo he is for every poor ele& lamb or 
ſheep, fallen into the lothſome ditch of 
ſin, He ſympathizeth with you under 
all your afflictions, which he brings up- 
on you for your ſins. Is not then the 
carriage of your Shepherd moſt affec- 
tionately kind and ſweet towards you? 
The heavenly Shepherd is ſweet in his 
carriage towards ſinning children, in that 
he turns all their ſins for their good. It 
is the pleaſure of the Logp Jesus CHRIST 
to make his grace ſuperabound, where 
ſin did but abound, and ſo makes out 
Sampſon's riddle a truth to your ſouls, 
(viz) Out of theeater cometh forth meat, and 
out of the ſtrong, cometh forth ſweetneſs. 
Jesvs, he helps his ſaints to ſuck honey 
out of every bitter, even from the worm- 


wood 


The word ſicnifies to ſound as the troubled 
waters, look at the waters after a ſtorm, how loudly 
they ſound, But the compaſſion of Ixsus ſounds 
Jouder. 
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wood of ſin acted, they have been help- 
ed to fuck the honey of {in loathed. O 
how ſweetly did CnurrsT kindle the 
fpouſes love, even by her lumbering and 
fleeping, for when ſhe awaked, be was 
fick of love? O! ye ſinning ſouls, have ye 
not loved your Shepherd more after your 
wanderings? And have you not loved 
the flock and fold more than what you 


did before? And have you not hated 
and loathed your fins, more than ever 
you loved them? And have you not 
keept clofer to your Saviour, ſince your 
ſtraying from his ways ? Thus dear ſouls, 
you ſee what ſweetneſs and compaſſion 
there is in your Shepherd towards you 
after all your ſinful wanderings and falls. 
Jesvs hath ſaid, Father forgive them; and 
not- only fo, redeemed children, your 
precious Shepherd is the propitiation far 
your fins. O what ſweet comfort and 
conſolation doth this moſt bleſſed truth 
yield to ſinning ſaints, when ap- 
plied 
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plied by the holy and life giving ſpirit. 
Dear lambs and ſheep, the reaſons 
why your Shepherd is ſo tender and 
ſweet in his carriage towards you, is ob- 
vious from the following. The nature 
of your precious Redeemer andSaviour,. 
is {ſweet as he is Gob; it is his nature 
to be gracious and merciful, to ſinful. 
children; for let it be obſerved, that mer- 
cy and grace allude to fin, therefore Gop- 
is ſaid to keep mercy for thouſands, for- 
giving iniquity, tranſgreſſion, and fin. Sins 
of every kind, ſcarlet, crimſon, and black, 
are included under theſe three terms, 
iniquity, tranſgreſſion, ſin ; and Gop is 
faid to keep mercy to forgive thoſe, 
(that is, according to covenant ſettle- 
ments in which mercy is ſaid to be built 
up for ever,)in order that poor ſinful and 
ſinning children,. might be brought to 


know the ſweetneſs. of pardon *, through 
| the 


A ſenſe of recovering mercy from ſinful falls, 
begets unutterable gratitude in the ſoul of a true 
believer | 
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the atoning blood of their Saviour and 
precious Shepherd; Your Shepherd is. 
Gop : O believing ſaints, therefore there 
is a pardoning fulneſs in him, and out 
of his fulneſs you: ſhall: receive every. 
needful good, and be helped to ſay, your 
Shepherd is ſweet and tender: Satan is 
the moſt buſy with heaven-born chil- 
dren when under the power of fin, and 
thereforethe heavenly Shepherd hath the- 
moſt care of them in their falls through. 
fin.. The Adverſary of ſouls, 4rives to 
draw poor wounded backſliding ſouls 
into awful deſpair ; but the Logp Jæsus 
Carisr, by his ſweet carriage, will coun- 
ter act the motions of Satan, and deſtroy: 
his works; and will in mercy, manifeſt- 
himſelf in much ſweetneſs to his fallen, 
ſaints, in order to keep them from ſink- 
ing intodeſpair.. The dear Saviourknows, 

your weakneſs, O ye ſaints, under your 
fin; and knows your falling into ſin, is 
to you of a painful nature, therefore will 
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be the moſt pitiful, and the moſt ſweet, 
in his carriage towards you. 5 
The divine Shepherd's tender carriage, 

is of uſe to reprove thoſe ſaints whoſe 
dealings with poor fallen ſheep, are not 
like the carriage of CHRIST. O how ſharp 
and affectingly ſevere, are the dealings 
of ſome with their brethren for their 
fins? How unfriendly are their exelama- 
tions? How dreadful and bitter are their 
aggravations and uncharitable cenſures? 
Doſt thou know that thy brother or 
ſiſter has ſinned? If ſo, undoubtedly it is 
his weakneſs. Now doſt thou deal rough- 
ly with him? Art thou making the moſt 
of every failing *? If ſo, thy walk is 
contrary to CarisT JEsvs.. But methinks 
ſome 


® It is truly lamentable to hear of any who 
have profeſſed the name of Cagisr, that the 
ſhould make it their ſtudy to defame and oubliſh 
the failings and faults of the ſubje&ts of grace un- 
der the appelation of zeal for chriſtian piety ; cha- 
raters of this caſt, are very unfit perſons to be 
members of churches, and ought to be ſhun'd by 
wery one who loveth the peace of Zion. 


the Saints Anchor-held in all Storms. 145 
ſome are ready to ſay, .O Sir, that 
«which we report is true; Shall we let 
ce them do evil, and not tell it? Allow- 
ing what you ſay, to be a truth, yet 
your dealings are not Chaisr - like, 
neither agreeable to his direction in his 
precious goſpel. Tell him between thee 
and him alone, that is the Saviour's 
command; and be tender with him that 
is the ſhepherd's carriage. Paul's paſ- 
toral advice to the Galations runs thus, 
Brethren, if any one be overtaken in a 
Fault, ye which are ſpiritual, reſtore him 
in the ſpirit of meekne/s. Doſt thou fee 
a brother that has been left to break his 
bones, by ſome ſinful fall; and wilt 
thou attempt to break his heart by un- 
kind and cruel treatment? What, be- 
cauſe thy brother falls, wilt thou be un- 
merciful? Your reproofs, my brethren, 
ſhould be like excellent oil, which 
ſhould not break their heads. All your 
dealing with offending, and ſining 
pe 1. | ſaints, 


146 Comfort for DejeBed Souls ; or, 


faints, ſhould be in the meekneſs and 
ſweetneſs of the Spirit of Jeſus, Hea- 
ven- born ſouls acting in the ſpirit of the 
goſpel towards fallen brethren, under 
the Spirit's aid, may be as a cordial to 
their ſouls. Many a dear ſubject of 
grace, fallen by fin, have in the bitter- 
neſs of their ſouls, cry'd out, I have 
ſinned, I have ſinned, and what ſhall I 
do? I have been overpowered by ſuch 
a temptation, and defiled by ſuch a 
corruption: What ſhall I do? I am un- 
done! have gone aſtray from the Shep- 
herd of my ſoul: I have played the bar- 
lot with many lovers; woe is me, for J 
have ſinned againſt light, and againſt 
love, and have pierced my foul through 
with many ſorrows. My redeemed 
Brother, thy Shepherd's carriage will be 
very {weet unto thee, though thou haſt 
fallen by ſinning. Thou haſt a moſt 
precious and merciful High- prieſt. A 
iweet and bleſſed Shepherd, wlio can 

have 


1 4 
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have compaſſion on them that are out of the 
may. JkEsus will gather thee; O thou 

weak wandering ſou]! and comfort thee. 
His rod and ſtaff ſhall comfort thee. 
O look unto Jesvs ye fallen ſaints; and 
pray that you may live upon the ſweer- 
neſs and tenderneſs of the Lox D Jzsus 
CnrisT, who has promiſed that he will 
heal your backſlidings and. love you 
freely. O what a loving, wiſe, merciful 
and gracious Saviour, is our heavenly 
Shepherd, to poor ſinful ſinning lambs. 
and ſheep? 


Dear lambs and ſheep, why are you 
ſo ſorrowful and dejected? your mourn- 
ing like the doves in the valley, every one of 


you for your Jin nful falls, is an evidential 
demonſtration that the Holy Spirit is 


at work in your ſouls, and will ere long 
bring an Olive brauch of peace from 
your beloved Shepherd, to comfort your 
hearts, notwithſtanding all your revolt- 

ing; and ſinful falls. 
L 2 Some 


m * . 
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Some feeble ſheep may be mourning 
under the filth of ſin, and under the 
painful guilt of it. And ſaying, though 
I am delivered from the wrath to. come, 
and from the condemnation of the law 
of Gop, through the interpoſition of 
my Shepherd's life and blood; yet am 

I diſtreſſed with the loathſome defile- 
ment of ſin. And will the Saviour own 
ſuch a poor ſinful wretch as me? Yes, 
heaven born ſou], he wil! own thee, be- 
cauſe he has loved thee; and therefore 

he will waſh away all thy filth and im- 
. purity, in the precious fountain of his 

blood. Beloved in JIxsus, your Shep- 

herd knows how ta be kind and tender, 
and will melt you down into fweet con- 

.trition with the manifeſtations of his 

love. Beſides, thoſe ſighs and groans 

of thine are the breathings of his Spirit 
inthee, and ſhall all be graciously anſwer- 
ed to the joy and comfort of thy foul. 
It is obvious from the holy ſeriptures, 

23 that 
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that the carriage of the divine Shepherd 
hath been truly kind to others in your 
caſe and it ſhall be ſo unto you who 
are the objects of his love. Dear chil- 
dren, the bowels of your Shepherd is 
ſounding towards you. His very 
thoughts towards you are very precious. 
His conduct towards you will be very 
kind. In the midſt of your greateſt 
trials, ſufferings, and diſtreſſes, expect 
ſweetneſs and ſupport from your Shep- 
herd. It is his nature to ſhow com- 
paſſion, to all his lambs and ſheep in 
their tribulations and falls, through 
ſin. 

Jzsvs, the loving 3 is tender 
in his carriage to all his lambs and ſheep, 
who are weak through ſufferings. Mem- 
bers of CRRISTH are born to experience 
ſharp trials and ſufferings in this houſe 
of their pilgrimage. Sometimes the 
Lonp Jesvs CurisT gives the dearly be- 
loved of his ſoul into the hands of ber ene- 

. mies, 
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mies, for the trial of her faith and pa- 
tience. Paul knew, that the Holy Spirit 

_ witneſſed every where, that bonds and 
affii tions did wait for him. Stripes, pri- 
ſons, rods, deeps, perils of all ſorts, were 
a uſeful part of Paul's portion in his 
pilgrimage, as a ſaint and as a miniſter 
of IEsus CnrisT. 

The heavenly Shepherd's tender car- 
riage further demonſtrated towards his 
dear ſheep, in that be preſerves t their 
moſt precious Jewel, in their ſoreſt 
ſufferings. This invaluable Jewel is 
their ſoul; and this, Jesvs keeps by his 
power in all their ſufferings and diſ- 
treſſes. Heaven-born children, your ene- 
mies ſhall but bruiſe your heel 5. 
CHRIST vill ſecure your head : your 


wood, 


A truth, which ſome ofCurisr's under ſhep- 
herds are witneſſes of at this day. But it is all 
bogs the beſt, as it teaches them to teach others 


8 One of the martyrs ſaid, ina i . 
to believers in JIEsus, all the threſhing of your 
enemies, can but beat away your huſks. 
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wood, and hay and ſtubble, your baſe 
and droſſy part ſhall ſuffer loſs; but your 
precious ſouls, in which is the life of 
Gov, the kingdom of heaven, and the 
immortal ſeeds of grace, ſhall never ſuf- 
fer loſs. Therefore whatever your ſuf- 
ferings be, they ſhall turn to your ſal- 
vation. 

| Jesvs, the bleſſed Shepherd of his 
ſheep, will give them ſweet conſolation 
under all their fufferings. Thoſe precious 
cordials which the Saviour gave to his 
diſciples, were ſweet and ſuitable to what 
they ſhould ſuffer. And ChRIST will 
give precious cordials to all his ſaints 
under all their trials and ſufferings to the 
end of time. O ye bleeding, ſuffering 
ſaints, there are ſweet cordials for you 
in your bleſſed Redeemer's boſom, and 
he will give them forth, juſt when you 
ſtand in need of them, and your hearts 
ſhall be comforted. If your ſufferings 
abound, the conſolations of your Shep- 
| | 2M 3 herd 


Ll 
*; 
: * 
an 
＋ 
0 
i 
Y 
þ - 
4 
* 
> th 
1 


ſaints, Jesus is ſo ſweet and tender to- 
wards you, as that he ſuffers with you. Are 
you reproached for the goſpel's ſake ? 
ſmite Jesvs, and he feels it. While 
herd will ſympathize with you, for his 


which you are called to be baptized with 
as 7/5 will be ſanctified to you; 


he . ſaid, If we periſh, Cunr8T 
riſheth with us, TOY * 


herd ſhall abound alſo: If you ſufferꝰ 
for him, you ſhall reign with him. O, 
what can Jesvs ſay more! ſurely this 
carriage is moſt ſweet. 

Redeemed and heaven- born ſouls, in 
all your ſufferings, your glorious Lover 
will ſympathize with you; for it is ſaid 
for the comfort of tried ſouls, that i al 
their afflictions he was afflicted. Suffering 


Jzsvs is then reproached in you. When 
enemies ſmite you and wound you, they 


you ſigh, mourn and weep, your Shep- 
heart is touched with your afflictions. 


Deer ſaints, the baptiſm of ſufferings 


and 
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and you ſhall be witneſſes of the tender 
and ſympathizing care of your precious 
Shepherd, in all your forrowful afflic- 


Each riſing ſigh, that pains thy troubled breaſt, 
Thy Jesus feels, but he will give thee reſt! 
Though thou art born to have ſufferings here, 
Yet, thou ſhalt have the ſympathizing care 
Of Cartsr, thy Shepherd, and thy mighty Goo, 
Who has redeem'd and waſh'd thy foul in blood“. 
Each bitter portion ſhall in ſweetneſs end, 
And thou ſhall praiſe the love which did them ſend: 
All trials ſhall ſome real good impart 
To prune thy ſoul, and make theepure in heart. 
And meeten thee for Realms of bliſs above, 
To be for ever with thy deareſt Love. 


| Jrsvs, the blefſed ſhepherd, is pre- 
cious, in that he doth not leave the or- 
dering of our ſufferings to our ene- 
| mies. 


The dear Redeemer, is wiſe and loving to his 
ſuffering members, in that he orders all their 
ſufferings, for quality, quantity and duration. 
Dear ſaints, you ſhall not have one bitter herb, 
nor one ſtripe more than Ixsus will number. 
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mies. Our wiſe Gop and Saviovs, 
_ wiſely orders all our ſuffering hours, 
days and months, inſuch a way and 
manner as ſhall not be above our 
ſtrength, nor beyond our patience. 
The promiſe of our bleſſed Lox, is to 
all his ſuffering lambs -and ſheep, My 
grace is ſufficient for you. And as thy day 

is, ſo ſhall thy ſtrengtb be. 
Jzsvs, the heavenly Shepherd, gives 
his ſuffering ſheep the greateſt comforts 
under their greateſt croſſes®, and cauſes 
the Spirit of glory to reft on them ; and 
this helps them patiently to endure, 
viewing that underneath them, are ever- 
laſting arms. O tell me then ye ſuffer- 
ing children, 1s not Jesvs ſweet to you 
in all your ſufferings and afflictions? 
Dear 


Mention is made of one Theodorus, that while 
he was on the rack, ſuffering in the cauſe of the 
Load Jzsus Custer, he was perceived ſmiling, 
and being aſked how or why he ſmiled fo, he 
anſwered, becauſe one in white raiment ſtood 


wiping from him his ſweat, and ſupporting him. 


the Saints Anchor- bold in al Storms. 155 


Dear followers of the Lamb, your Jz- 
sus will be ſweet in his carriage towards 
you, for he knows, that to him that is 
affliezed, pity is to be ſhewed by bis friend. 
Well, ſuffering ſaints, JEsus is your 
friend, even your everlaſting friend, 
who 1s related to you, for he 1s your 
near k&n/man, your brother and bride- 
groom; therefore will be ſweet, and 
tender to you in all your ſufferings. 
Dear ſheep, your Shepherd loves you 
as his own, and his love will conſtrain 
him to be exceeding tender over you ; 
yea, he will open his boſom, to nouriſh 
you, and give you conſolation. CarisT's 
love will find wings to fly after you, 
In all your ſufferings. O how amiable 
and pathetick was Jonathan's love to 
David, while David was in ſorrow and 
ſufferings! And how wonderfully paſ- 
ſionate was David's love to Fonathan, 
eſpecially when he heard of his death 
in battle. But O, how wonderful and 
i glo- 
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glorious is the love of our adorable. 
Shepherd, when we are in ſufferings? 
Then, O then, he will let out much 
ſweetneſs, to comfort and revive our 
fouls. It is the good pleaſure of the 
glorious Shepherd, that his under Shep- 
herds in a miniſterial way, ſhould 


ſtrengthen the weak hands, and confirm 
the feeble knees, JEsus has appointed un- 
to them, that mourn in Zion, beauty for 
aſhes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the 
garment of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavi- 
neſs. O! ye redeemed ſouls, look unto 
your bleſſed Shepherd, under all your 
ſufferings and perſecutions, that you 
may be ſupported by the power of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and be Helped. to "ng with 
confidence. 


Tho” boiſterous winds ww Es to and fro, 
And dangers great have compaſs'd us all-round; 
Our faithful Shepherd will not let us go, 
But keeps us ſafe and all our foes confound; 
In his dear boſom we ſhall ever reſt, 
In his embraces be for ever bleſt. 

| Jazsvs 
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Jesus is your Shepherd O ye ſuffer- 
ing ſaints, and he hears how the dogs 
of hell ſnar] and bark at you. He ſees 
how the ungodly, who are-1n the ſervice 
of Satan, go about the ſtreets and a- 
bout the city, (which is the church or 
fold of the Shepherd,) and make a noiſe 
like a dog. Your Shepherd obſerves 
the ways of all the wolves, that walk a- 
bout you, and of the lions among whom 
you dwell. O] pray that you may ſee 
your Shepherd in your ſufferings, and 
that you may find him tender and kind 
in his carriage towards you; which fight 
would greatly comfort and ſtrengthen 
your ſouls, 
Our heavenly Shepherd has ſhewed 
his diſpleaſure with thoſe ſhepherds that 
did not ſtrengthen the diſeaſed, nor heal 
thoſe that were ſick, nor bind up that 
which was broken; therefore, faith he, 
1 am againſt thoſe ſhepherds; and 
:then brings forth his own ſweetneſs, as 
; .the 
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the great and good, wiſeand loving Shep- 
herd, who careth for his redeemed flock 
with inconcievable tenderneſs. I will, 
faith the Logp, /eck the loft, and bring 
again that which was driven away, and. 
bind up that' which was broken, aud 
ſtrengthen that which was fick. O what 
a gracious declaration 1s here! a Shep- 
herd that will pour in oyl and wine into- 
every wound, and kiſs you with the kiſſes 
of his mouth, and carry you in his bo- 
ſom. 

And is the heavenly Shepherd ſo 
kind and tender in all reſpects to his 
lambs and fheep, as to help them and 
comfort them, in all their tribulations 
and ſufferings? Yes, he is altogether 
lovely and truly precious in this ſweet 
character of a Shepherd, Now let us 
who are called by grace, who are under 
trials and ſufferings, pray that we may 
have the ſweetneſs and meekneſs of our 
Logp, in our carriage one towards ano- 

ther, 
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ther, and that we may never be ſuffered 
to leave each other in the winter of our 
affictions. We are called to ſympa- 
thize with each other in every trying 
fituation and circumſtance, To. weep 
with them that weep, and mourn with 
them that mourn, is ſweet, and proves 
to a demonſtration, that the Spirit of our 
bleſſed Shepherd is in us. I ſhall now 
leave you at your Shepherd's feet. O! 
that you may find him ſweet and tender 
to your fouls in all your tribulations, 
ſorrows and ſufferings, and thoughthorny 
trials prick your hearts and minds, the 
precious love of your Jzsus ſhall com- 
fort your hearts, 
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. T raiſed thee up ander the apple tree, there 
thy mother brought thee forth; tbere ſbe 
brought thee forth that bare thee, Cant. 
Vile” . . 


ſ OD's great mercy is expreſſed in 
| theſe words, to poor fallen ele& 
ſinners. It is obvious to every real ſaint, 
that it was predetermined from eternity 
that the Lamb of Gop ſhould ſtep out 
of heaven into this time-ſtate, and 
raiſe up his dear ſpouſe from her loſt 
condition. The glorious covenant of 
grace was made between the ALMIGHTY 
FATHER and our precious REPRESENTA= 
TIvE. We may gather from the divine 
Oracles, that the covenant ſtipulation 
runs thus, Jebovab laid to his CHRIST, 
thou 
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thou ſhalt go and die for thy ſpouſe, 


which I have already bleſſed in thee, 
and ſhe ſhall be ſaved, believing in thee. 


— Satisfied, ſaith the Lamb of God, 1 


will go and do as thou haſt ſaid, I will 
in the fulneſs of time, lay down my life 
for her, and ſhe ſhall live in me. 
Therefore, in ſweet obedience to thy 
will, lo! I come, in the volume of thy 


| book it is written of me, to do thy will. 


Tr was written in cyphers and figures, 
in the ceremonial law, but it was glo- 
riouſly written in the holy book of 


God's decrees; hence we find the holy 


Jzsvs is called, The Lamb ſlain before 


the beginning of the world, And indeed 
it may be avered with the greateſt pro- 


priety, that all the elect were redeemed, 
pardoned and juſtified from eternity. 
It is very apparent in the holy ſcrip- 
\ tures, that Gop the Father did before 
time was ſent out of eternity, appoint 


the Lord JESsuSs CRRIST, to be the 


High Prieſt of his choſen people; and 
M CHRIST 


dd — — 


_— I 


162 Comfort, for Defected Souls; or 


Car1sT ſubſcribed to his Father's plea- 
ſure therein. The Lox D Jesus CHRIST was 


| appointed to be the Redeemer and Sa- 


viouR of his children; it was not, a 


work beyond the greatneſs of his ſtrength, 
for in the appointment, Gop the Father 
laid help on one that was mighty, even on his 
_ Car1sT: Hence it may. be avered for our 


conſolation, that though our ſins are 


„ many, and, mighty, yet he that hath 


help laid upon, him is mightier. The 
might of our ſins is nothing to the infi- 
nite power of his love and mercy. Jz- 
SUS is the., MIGHTY Gon, as well as 


.. MrcaTY Man! his manhood made him 
our friendly helper; but his godhead 
made him our glorious and mighty 
helper: therefore able to forgive all the 


fins of his elect world *, and to cloath 


them with the precious garments of 


Sal- 


There was power, virtue and merit enough, in 
the precious blood of Jesus, to have redeemed 
and ſaved all mankind, but electing love ap= 


pointed the whole merit to ele& fouls, loved 
with an evcrlaſting love, | 
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SALVATION, and to adorn them with 
the long white robe of his righteouſneſs. 

The glorious work of redemption 
was of ſuch a nature, that none but an 
Almighty Perſon could perform it: All 


heaven and earth would have been at 


a loſs to have deviſed a way for a ſa- 
tistaction to divine juſtice. For thus 
ſaith the Lord, And J looked, and there 


was no belp, and 1 wondered that there 


was none to uphold, therefore mine own 
arm brought Salvation to them; that is, to 
all them appointed to obtain Salvation. 
This truth is moſt ſweetly expreſſed by 
Jaiab, And & ſaw there was no man, 
and wondered that there was no interceſſor, 
therefore bis arm brought ſalvation unto 
bim, and bis righteouſneſs ſuſtained bim. 
And indeed no wonder, for no finite 


creature could poſſibly do it. There- 
fore Jesvs was he that was the good 


Samaritan, that had compaſſion on his 


fallen ez, His eye pitied them be- 
* 2 cauſe 


* 
5 
1 
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cauſe they were the precious objects of 
his love. The L.oRD Jesus CnrisT 
viewed his ſpouſe in a ſtate of inſol ven- 
cy, owing an infinite debt to in- 
finite juſtice, and this immenſe ſum 
muſt be paid, or the ſpouſe caſt into 
the priſon of Hell. How then ſhall 
ſatisfaction be made? or where ſhall it 
be had? It cannot be found in the land of 
the living. The depth ſaith, it is not in 
me, the ſea ſaith, it is not with me. Sal- 
vation cannot be gotten for gold, nor ſhall 
ſilver be weighed for the price of it, it 
cannot be vaiued with the gold of ophyr, 
with the precious onyx, or the ſaphire: 
The gold and the cryſtal cannot equal it, 
and the exchange of it, ſball not be for 
jewels of fine gold; no mention fhall be 
made of corals, and of pearts, for the 
price of the ſpouſe's ſalvation is above 
rubies, Whence then cometh Salvation? 
And where is the place of it? Jrnovan 
underſtandeth the way thereof, and he 


knows 
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knows the place thereof. The Logo 
| Jesvs CnrisT, undertook to raife his 
fallen ſpouſe from her lapſed ſtate, 
through his gracious interpoſition as 
her SURETY and HusBzAN D. Dear ſaints, 
this ſweet portion, tells you that CHRIS 
raiſed you up, I raiſed you, O] ye 
heaven-born children, give attention, 
and I will tell you, that neither heaven 
nor earth could fave you: There was 
nothing in heaven could ſuffer, neither 
any thing on earth could ſatisfy infinite 
Juſtice, Now as there could be no mer- 
cy without ſatisfaction, neither could 
there be any ſatisfaction without ſuffer- 
ing; therefore as one has ſaid, Heaven 
and earth muſt mingle together. From 
heaven we mutt have a ſatisfying nature, 
from earth a nature capable of ſuffering. 
Now ample ſatisfaction muſt be made 
in the offending nature to d:vine juſtice; 
hence we find, that it is written of 
CnR1sT, that he ſhould come to do his 
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FaTRHER's WILL : and JEsvs was conſent- 
ing to do it, and he became a man of 
ſorrows and acquainted with grief, and 
freely ſubmitted to be wounded for the 
tranſgreſſions ofhis bride, and tobe bruz/ed 
Jil for her iniquities; that the chaſtiſement of 
her peace might be upon him, and that 
by his ſtripes ſhe might be healed. 
Hence we find the Saviour ſaying, for F 
the comfort of his ſpouſe, I have trodden , 
the wine preſs alone, and of the people 
there was none with me, Therefore by 
his own power he raiſed up his ſpouſe | 
from her fallen ſituation. Jesvs hath . 
raiſed al! his children meritoriouſly, by * 
dying on the croſs in their law-place. 
And in a glorious and precious ſenſe it 
may be ſaid that Chaisr raiſed up 
his ſpouſe from all eternity, He 
then gave his ſolemn word to his 
Father for the debt of his ſpouſe, 
that 1t ſhould be paid upon demand in 


the fulneſs of time, Now when CHRIST 
| died 
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died on horrid calvary, under the 
MIGHTY HAND OF DIVINE JUSTICE, he 
made good his word, and diſcharged 
the debt of his people ; but the procla- 
mation of this moſt comfortable and 
bleſſed truth to the diſtreſſed ſoul, doth 
not take place till the holy Spiritunvails 
ir, according to ſovereign predetermi- 
nation; in which ancient ſettlements, it 
was predetermined that the choſen of 
God in CHRIST, ſhould be made willing 
in the day of his power, which day of power 
will come to every elect ſoul appointed 
to obtain ſalvation. At which epocha, 
redeemed ſouls ſhall know the bleſſing 
of being juſtified by faith through the 
imputation of the Saviouk's righteouſ- 
neſs*, and ſhall know the ſweetneſs of 

M4 for- 


*All the ele& were juſtified in Cnxisr before 
the foundation of the world, The very act of 
election love proves this truth to a demonſtra- 
tion, Eternal juſtification is permament, which 
is a ſolid bafes for ſoul conſolation, and is one of the 
| brighteſt colours in the precious goſpel, Manifeſ- 

| tive 
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forgiving love and mercy, through the 
precious ſacrifice and. atonement of the 
Lorp Jesus CHRIST. Then, O! then, 
the heaven-born children ſing with 
ſweetneſs in their ſouls. Being juſtified 
by faith, we have peace with God: For 
they are for ever juſtified from every law 
charge. Every bond and bill is fully 
cancelled, therefore juſtice is eternally 
ſatisfied, and the law moſt gloriouſly 
honored. Nov all that Gop the Father 
choſe in CHRIS from eternity, to ever- 
laſting life, and for whom the Lorp 
'Jesvs paid the. invaluable. ranſom of 
his. moſt precious blood; ſhall be 
brought to know. the verity and ſweet- 
neſs of thoſe precious and bleſſed words, 
(viz). My ſheep hear my voice, and Iknow 
them, and they follow me: And I give unto 
them eternal life ; and they ſhall never pe- 
8 . 

1 tive juſtification by faith, is tranſcient upon the 


foul; but ancient juſtification, is Gop's eternal ap- 
probation of hi: cle& in Ir Cuntsr, 


n 
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riſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out 
of my hand. My Father, which gave me 
them, is greater than all, and no man is 
able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 
CHRIST will take care of his Father's 
love tokens, becauſe they are the jewels 
of his heart, and objects of his delight, 
in whom he will ſee of the travel of his 
ſoul, and be ſatisfied. Therefore he 
will bring his ſpouſe, to know and feel 
too, that he has raiſed her up from her 
low eſtate, to ſit in heavenly places. 
Further, in order to the railing up of 
the ſpouſe, it was neceſſary that the Loxp 
: Jesvs ſhould become a merciful Hion 
P&1EsT; hence we find an inſpired apoſtle 
_ « writing ſweetly on this ſubject. Mbere- 
fore in all things it behoved him to be made 
like unto his brethren, that he might be a 
merciful and faithful High Prieſt, in all 
things pertaining to God, to make recon- 
ciliation for the fins of the people; for in 
| that he himſelf ſuffered, being tempted, he 
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is able to ſuccour them that are tempted *, 
The preciouſneſs of CRRIST under this 
endearing character of a High Prieſt, is 
truly ſweet to heaven-born children. 
It wonderfully helps them in times of 
dejection, and powerfully alleviates the 
ſorrows of the mind, when almoſt incon- 


ſolable and ready to faint under the 


preſſure of temptation and filthy work- 
ings of indwelling ſin. 

It is an unutterable mercy to be 
brought to know that we have a friend. 
in the court of heaven, who is our advo- 
cate with the Father, even Is us CHRIST 
the Righteous; whoſe ability is truly great: 
therefore he is able to ſave to the utter- 
moſt, every elect child that cometh unto 
Gop through him. And not only ſo, 

but 


* Oye drooping and dejected ſouls! let me 
intreat you to conſider the following cordial truth, 
which under the power of the divine Spifit, will 
aſſuage your ſorrows, In Jesus your High 
Prieſt, you have all the feelings of ſinleſs hu- 
manity, and all the feelings of his god-nature, to 
commilerate your ſouls in every hour of trouble, 
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but the bleſſed Redeemer ever liveth to 
make interceſſion for the objects of his 
love. Therefore through his prevalent 
plea he will raiſe them up, and keep them 
as the apple of his eye, and bring them 
to know by the teachings of his Holy 
Spirit, the invaluable bleſſings in- 
cluded in the glorious work of 
redemption. It is one of the precious 
cordials in the goſpel of our ſalvation, 
(viz) that the Loxp JEsus ChHRISH who 
became ſurety for his ſpouſe before the 
foundation of the world, in the ful- 


neſs of time, would raiſe her up me- 
Titoriouſly ; and would alſo particularly 
raiſe her up by his all- powerful grace: 
the manner of which is moſt beautifuly 
deſcribed by the apoſtle Paul, Moreover, 
vhom be did predeſtinate, them he alſo call- 
ed; and whom he called, them he alſo juſti- 
fied; and whom he juſtified, them he alſo 
glorified: Under predeſtination, is in- 


cluded redemption, and under calling, 
| regeneration, 
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regeneration, and under manifeſtive 
juſtification, ſanctification. 

Now my dear brethren, you ſee that 
there is balm in Gilead, and that there is a 
glorious fulneſs, and precious ſufficien- 
cy, in the Loa p Jesus CHRIST, to fave 
you in himſelf with an everlaſting ſalva- 
tion, and that you ſhall never be con- 
founded. Indeed the poor elect ſinner, 
that is led to ſee his fall in Adam, he 
doth ſee, that in conſequence of that 
fall, that he hath neither ſtrength, light, 
nor life, therefore in his union relation 
to Adam, ſtands a poor condemned crea- 
ture, not able to perform any thing that 
is good; and 1s likewiſe left a poor com- 


fortleſs ſinner, without any light of Je- 


HOVAH'S countenance ſhining upon him, 
and is by nature a child of wrath, even 
as others, and that he is undone in him- 
ſelf, having loſt his nature image thro” 
the diſobedience of Feperar PaRENTS. 
But though Gov's elect loſt their nature 


image, 


-— 
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image, through the fall of our firſt Pa» 


rents, let it be obſerved as a precious 
truth, that they did not loſe their rela- 
tion or ſtanding in CHRIS, for they were 
choſen in him, and bleſſed in him ante 
cedent to the fall ; therefore all the elect, 
by ancient vIRTUAL UNION, ſtood firm 
in CarrsT, even when they fell in Adam. 
This is a truth that ſtands as firm as 
one of the pillars of heaven, and is a 
truth that yeilds precious ſweetneſs to 
Gop's dear, ſaints, through the powerful 
teachings of the Holy Spirit. 

The ſpouſe was preſented by the Fa- 
ther, and choſen in CHRIS a pure virgin. 
Choſen in the pure mals of creatureſhip; 
but at the fame time, her fall was decreed, 
alſo her recovery, and her appointment 
to ultimate glory, through the active 
and paſſive righteouſneſs of her glorious 
and illuſtrious Bridegroom. Therefore 
according to an ancient ſtipulation, the 
glorious Redeemer was to raiſe her up 

out 
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out of her low eſtate through his ſuffer- 
ings, death and ſacrifice. Further, the 
Holy Spirit informeth us, by the apoſtle 
Paul, that our federal head was a figure 
of him that was to come, (viz) CnrisT; 
which, Ithink, moſt ſweetly elucidates the 
preceeding truth. Adam, he betrothed, 
and eſpouſed Eve unto himſelf a pure 
virgin, and they became one in union 
love, and ſtood approved under the 

ſmiles of their Creator. O, how beauti- 
fully in this circumſtance doth the figure 
appear! Again, if we attend to the wiſ- 
dom of the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking by Paul 
to Timothy, the figure appears like a 
ſun beam, or the rainbow; we are told, 
that the woman was deceived, and that 
ſhe was in the tranſgreſſion. In this, Eve 
was a figure of the ſpouſe of ChRIST. 
Now Adam was not deceived, in which, 

I view him as a moſt eminent figure of 
the Logp JEsus CHRIST. - Now 1t ap- 

pears to me that the very inſtant Eve 

eat 
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eat of the forbidden fruit, that moment 
ſhe loſt her nature image; which muſt 
be obvious to ſuch a wiſe man as Adam. 
Therefore it further appears to me, that 
- when he ſaw the partner of his life; and 
. feeing what ſhe had done in violating 
the abſolute command of Gop, and 
knowing what was anexed to the Law, 
. (viz) /eft ye die; that he voluntary with 
his eyes open, received the forbiden fruit, 
and did eat, and plunged himſelf into all 
the wretchedneſs, filthineſs and miſery 
of his fallen Bride. As much as if he 
had ſaid to Eve, Thou art God's gift to 
me, thou art bone of my bone, and 
_ fleſh of my fleſh ; therefore, whatever 
thou art expoſed to, I will be with 
| thee, thy lot ſhall be my lot, thy ſtate 
., ſhall be my ſtate. Thou waſt mine in 
_ primeval ſweetneſs and joy, and thou 
art mine ſtill notwithſtanding thy affect- 
ing fall. My union to thee, has drawn 
me down into thy own ſituation; there- 
fore, 
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fore, in all that is in futurity, reſpecting 


thee, I will be a partner with thee 
in all. Now in this point of view, Adam 
was a figure of bim that was to come. Ixsus 


the heavenly Bridegroom, ſeeing 


his 


Tpouſe immerſed in loathſom fin, wretch- 
edneſs, and miſery, his bowels of love 
* ſounded towards her, therefore he volun- 
tarily came down from heaven and took 
upon him the nature of his ſpouſe, which 
bya prior act, had been ordained into 


virtual union with his Gopnrtap. 


It 


is as obvious as a ſun-beam, in the holy 


1 ſcriptures, that the LoxD Jesvs CHAIST 


was ſet up from everlaſting as GoD-MAN 


MEDIATOR “*: In which ſenſe he 


was 


brought 


From mature . conſideration of the Holy 
Scriptures, I am under the neceſſity openly to 
aver, that I differ from the judgment of many 
eminent and great men of God, to whoſe ſuperior 


knowledge, in many points of divinity, I 


give 


pleaſurable reſpect. The tenet of the eternal 
generation of the Son of God, appears to me 
abſurd in the extream. It has no foundation in 


the word of Gos; the very idea appears 


groſs 
and 
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brought forth, and did rejoice in the habit 
able part of his earth, and his delights 
were with the ſons of men, Such was 
the nature of ancient irreverfible and 
indiſſoluble union, that fubſiſted be- 
tween the elect ſpouſe, and glorious 
Bridegroom, that her fall drew him 
down from heaven after her. She was 


N _ the 


andunbecoming; it furniſhes the enemies of CuR Is 
with ammunition againſt the very baſis of true 
conlolation and ſolid comfort. It feeds the pride 
and error of the Arian and Soctnian, and loads and 
primes their artillery againſt the, eternal God- 
head of the Loxp Jesus CnsIsr.— That there. 
are three perſons in the glorious Trinity is obvi- 


ous to a demonſtration, who fill boundlels ſpace. 


and duration with their immenſity. This is a 
glorious truth, not to be argued, but believed, with 
that faith which is of the operation of the HorLyv. 
Guosr. In the eternal Three, in one JEHovang 
there is no after, or before. I hey are equal in 
their exiſtence, They are intimately One, and 
clothed with unſufferable light. —The narnes of 


Father, Son, and Spirit, 1 view to be names of 


office, aſſumed by the eternal Three in the 
ancient covenant of grace\ through which Jzuo- 
VAH makes known to the vellels of mercy, the 


ialyation, 


wonders of grace and love, in the oconemy of 


7 
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the joy that was ſet before him, for whoſe 
fake he became poor, in order to make 
her rich. He remembered ber in ber low 
eftate. Jesus came to her in order to 
raiſe her up: when ſhe was brought low, 
and put on the nature in which ſhe had 


tranſgreſſed the righteous law of G0. 


CHRIST was made in the likeneſs of 
ſinful fleſb, in order that the fin of his 
ipouſe, might be condemned in his 


fleſh, that ſhe might be made be righ- | 


| teouſneſs of God in him, Tesus came to 


her, «when ſbe was caſt out in the open field, 


79 *he loathing of her perſon, polluted in her 
ewn blood and fins, and ſtript and wound- 
ed by the infernal robbers, and expoſed 
to every miſery in herſelf, as fallen, 
hopeleſs, and lifeleſs. Methinks the 
following is ſimply implyed in the 
Bridegroom's approach to his ſpouſe: My 
dear Hephzibah, thou art my Faiber's 
gift unto me. Thou waſt choſen in 
me by free election love before the foun- 

daticn 
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dation of the world. Thou waſt ordained 
into union oneneſs . with myſelf (who 
am thy Lozp and Gop) then I embraced 
thee in the arms of love, and received thee 


into the very centre, or ſeat of my 


aſſections, and bound thee up in the bun- 
dle of my love and life. And in me 


thou ſtoodeſt bleſſed. I have now for 
a little while laid aſide, or vailed my 
perſonal glory, and have put on thy 
nature * I am now come to ſtand in 
thy law-place, in order to be reſpon- 
fible to my Father's law and juſtice, to 
whom thou art indebted an IMMENSE 
SUM, But ſuch 1s my love to thee, that 
„ "Eos "mi 

Loet it be ſtrictly obſerved that the ſecond 
perſon in ]EHovan, did not put on him our ſin- 
ful nature: It is true that he was made in the likeneſs 
of finful fleſh, but he was not made ſinful fleſh. 
The nature which the Lord Jzsus CuRisT put 
on, was the adamic, (according to the image pat- 
tern ſet forth in covenant,) which nature was imma- 
culate; therefore although CHRIS was made fin 
and guilt in the law place of his ſpouſe; yet the 


ſac rifice was without blemiſn. O, how great is 
the myftery of godlineſs. | 


— —V— * FE . 
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it has drawn me down from heaven after 
thee, Therefore in order to raiſe thee 
up, and to bring thee to myſelf, 1 
will become @ man of /irrows, and ac- 
 quainted with thy grief, and will freely 
ſubmit to have all thy ponderous load 
of {in laid upon me, to be wounded for 
thy tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for thy 
iniquities: The chaſtiſment of thy peace 
hall be upon me, and by my ſtripes thou 

ſhalt be healed. The yoke of thy tranſ- 
greſſions ſhall be bound upon me by the 
mighty hand of juſtice. Thy fins ſhall 
be wreathed or twiſted round about me, 
and the ſtrength of my man-nature ſhall 
fall. Yea, ſuch is my love to thee, 


that according to covenant ſtipulations, 
J have agreed to be delivered“ up by 


* The Lonxd Jzzvs.Curisr was delivered by 


the determinate counſel and foreknowledge of 
Gop into the hands of wicked men, to do what- | 


ſoever his hand and counſel had determined to be 
done. T7ejus was delivered for our offences, into the 
kand of juſtice, and to death itſelf, even the death 


of 


0 — MY 


LEES amend 
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my Father into their hands, from whom 


I ſhall not be able to rife up, I am the 
man that has freely agreed to ſee un- 


utterable affliction, by the rod of my 


Father's wrath : ſo that there ſhall be 


no ſorrow like unto my ſorrow, which 


ſhall be done unto me in the day of his 
fierce anger, when I ſhall be numbered 


with tranſgreſſors, and expire on the 


ignominious croſs to deliver thee, my 


ſpouſe, from the wrath to come, and 
raiſe thee up to glory andrejoice in bleed- 
ing, dying, and redeeming love, Then, 


O then, thou ſhalt ſee the ſweetneſs and 


preciouſneſs of thoſe bleſſed words, 
which in their higheſt ſenſe are only ap- 
plicable to me, Many waters cannot quench 
love, neither can the floods drown it. Theſe 
black ſtinking and filthy waters of thy 


N 3 {in 


of the croſs. * And in fo doing became Gop's 
reconciliation unto us, and our reconciliation to 
him, by cloſing the awful and affecting chaſm 


which fin had made. O, what a diſplay of love, 


wiſdom, truth and juſtice is here 
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ſin and uncleaneſs, which are more 
nauſeous than putrid Mile, or Kidron's 
brook, will ere long ſurround me, and 
come into my ſoul: And the floods of di- 
vine wrath will overflow me, ere long J 
ſhall be jweating great drops of blood 
for thee, in the garden of Geihbſemane, 
under the burthen of thy fin and preſſure 
of my Father's wrath, I have engaged 
my heart-to draw near to my Father 
in behalf of thee as thy SUBSTITUTE and 
SURETY, therefore will drink the bitter 
cup. It is true my man-nature ſhall 
be left to fay, Father, if thou be willing, 
remove this cup from me: But as Mediator, 
Iwill ſay nevertheleſs, not my will, but 
thine be done, For thy ſake, I will give 
my back to the ſmiters, and my cheeks 
to them that will pluck off the hair: 
neither will I hide my face from ſhame 
and ſpitting. Fre long a crown of thorns 
Mall be put upon my kead, and 1 ſhall 
be buffeted, mocked and fpit upoh. 
Vinegar 
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Vinegar will be given me to drink, 
mingled with gall and I ſhall be crucified. 
This is that bloody baptiſm which I 
engaged in covenant to be baptized * 
with, in order that thou my ſpouſe 
might be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, 
and with fire. In which bloody baptiſm, 
I ſhall be deprived of the comfortable 
preſence of my Father, and be conſtrain- 
<d to cry with a loud voice, Err, Err, 
LAMA SABACHTHANT, that is to ſay, my 
Gob, My Gop, why haſt thou forſaken 
me &? Then, O then, will many be aſ- 
| N 4 toniſhed 


* When IEsus ſaid, I have a baptiſm to be bap- 
tized with, and how am I jſtraitned till it be accombliſhed ? 
we are not to underſtand him ſpeaking as Goo, 
neither as Mediator, but as man. CuRISsT was 
ſtraitned in his man-nature till that baptiſm was 
accompliſhed, but not in his divine nature, neither 
in his mediatorial office. 


{F While the man nature of the Lorp Jzsvs 
Curisr cried out, My Gop, my Gop, why haſt 
thou forſaken me? at the fame time his God- 
nature \upported hom, or ſpeaking in covenant. 
language, Gov the Father ſupported him, accorda 
ing to ancient ſtipulation, While the man-na. 
ture of the LORDο⁰ JEsv3 was nailed to the crols, 
his God-nature was the altar, 
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toniſhed at me, for my viſage will be 


marred more than any man, and my 
form more than the ſons of men. My 
face will be deformed with tears and 
blood! and on the curſed tree I ſhall 
bend my ſacred head. My natural 
ſtrength as man ſhall be exhauſted with 
ſweat and blood, and ſcorched up with 
pain under the flaming wrath and venge- 


ance of my Father. And all this for 


thee my love, my fair one, 1n order to 
raiſe thee up to fit in heavenly places, 
in me thy great and incomparable Lover. 
My dolorific pain and grief, ſhall be 
rich cordials ta thy heart. My dying 
groans ſhall be thy eaſe, and my bloody 
death thy life. My atonement ſhall be 
thy releaſement from condemnation, and 
precious deliverance from all penal 
ſufferings. In conlequence of which, I 
will bring thee to ſee and alſo ſing, e There 
is theretore now no condemnation to me, 
who am virtual and vitally in CuRIST 


Jesus, 
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Jesus, my bleſſed Bridegroom and un- 

changable Lover.“ 
My active righteouſneſs ſhall be im- 
puted unto thee my /pouſe, in which 
thou ſhall ſtand compleat, and glory 
in me as JEHOVAH thy righteouſneſs, 
and thou ſhall ſee that as. thy firſt parent's 
tranſgreſſions made guilty all their ſons, 
ſo my obedience ſhall make thee righ- 
teous, who art the precious object of 
my love and complacency. Here I 
think the figure * again appears betwixt 
the 


* As I have confidered Adam as a figure of 
the Loxo Jesus Cur1sT, reſpecting his volun- 
tary act in eating the forbidden fruit, and plung- 
ing himſelf into the ſame ſituation with Eve, I 
would not be underſtocd as juſtifying Adam in 
violating the poſitive command of his Creator, 
(far be that from me) but as it is expreſlly ſaid by 
the Holy Ghoſt, that our federal parent mas not 
deceived in what he did, it is obvious in my view 
of things, that in the way which I have ſet it 
forth, he was a moſt eminent figure of the loving 
procedure of the Lord J«svs CHRIST towards 
his /þouſe. It appears to me that it was predeter- 
mined by JEHovan that Adam ſhould be left to 

act as he did in oider that he wight be a figure 


of 
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the firſt Adam and chriſt who is ſet forth 
as the ſecond Adam the Lord from hea- 
ven. Now in the order of things according 
to ancient tranſactions, Chriſt was the firſt 
Adam, who being the 1mage pattern that 
was brought forth in the counſel of 
peace, after which image and likeneſs 
Adam was made. 

Dear ſpouſe, I who am thy almighty 
Fiiend and unchangeable Lover, have 
raiſed thee up, for my own glory and eternal 
delight. I. is zhee, and not others that 
I have raiſed up. I have not raiſed up 
angels wha kept not their firſt eſtate. I 

in 
of him who was to come, even Cuxisr, who 
was to come in the bridegroom character, likewiſe 
to open a way for the glorious and grand exhi- 
bition of thole wonderful things that were pre- 
determined by an irreverſible decree in the bleſſed 
platform of upper and under fall ſettlements, It 
appears to me to be a great weaknels, and indicates 
little underſtanding in the deep things of Gop 
in thoſe teachers who tells you, if Adam had ſtood, 
how it would have been with him and his de- 
ſcendants, when it is fo apparent from the holy 
ſcriptures that it was not the will of Gop to grant 


them momentary aid, and that through their fall 
ſhould come in the greateſt good, 


2 
ge 
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in no wiſe took upon me the nature of angels, 


but took upon me the ſeed of Abraham, that 
is, all the ele& world which my Father 
gave me, which world is compriſed in 
thee my rice, who art the darling of 
my heart, in whom I will ſee of the 


travail of my ſcul and be ſatisfied. Thy 
fall came through thy firſt parents eating 


the forbidden fruit of the tree of know- 
ledge of good and evil ; but thy re- 
covery is by me who am the tree of life ! 
which bare twelve manner of fruits, Sc. I 


am for beauty and for fruitfulneſs, as 


the apple tree among the trees of the wood. 
Therefore thou ſhall fit down under my 
ſhadow with great delight, and my fruit 
ſhall be ſweet to thy taſte, even the fruit 
of my meritorious life and death. I am 
the tree of life, who was brought forth 
in eternal ſettlements, and for thy ſake 
conſented to be tranſplanted in the ſoil 
of this world for three and thirty years. 


It was predetermined that I ſhould bud 


in 
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in my incarnation and humble birth, 
which glorious budding, was uſhered in 
with Glory be to God in the higheſt, on earth 
peace, good-will towards men, I was full 
of Boſoms in my lite, miracles and mi- 
niſtry.— And on the ignominious tree I 
yielded all manner of pleaſant fruits, new 
and old, which I had laid up for thee, O 
my beloved. —Old, reſpecting ancient 
tranſactions, new, reſpecting underfall 
exhibitions, therefore from me is thy fruit 
found. I ama tree that will yield thee 
fruit every month, aggreeable to thy 
ſituation and circumſtances. I yield 
fruit that will ſoften a ſtony heart and 
that will warm a cold breaſt, -I yield 
fruit that will ſtanch the blood #/ue of 
ſin, and that will create an appetite for 
ſpiritual food. I yield fruit that will 
illuminate the underſtanding and clear 
the ſight of every ſpiritual Leah, giving 
perſpicatiouſneſs into the deep things 
of the Goſpel, and realizing views of 
the 


RR 
<8 
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the glories of eternity, I yield fruit bat 
-goeth down /weetlv, cauſing the lips of 
theſe that are i/lecp to ſpeak and exhilarate 


the dreooping mind. I yield fruit that 


gives vivacity to the poor nerveleſs and 
palſical ſouls, I yield fruit that will 


break the impoſthume of arminianiſin 
and expel the dropſical waters of lega- 
lity. I yield fruit to be received and 
digeſted by faith, that will cruſh the 


cockatrice eggs in embryo, that is, the 


motions of ſin in thy fleſh, which are 


warring againſt the law of thy mind, and 


at times, has brought thee into captivity to 
.the law of fin whicd is in thy members. 


Further, Jam a tree, that will yield 
thee fruit, in the month of conviction or 
ſoul diſtreſs.— I will yield thee fruit in 


the month of temptation, and every 


month of trial and affliction. I will 
yield thee fruit .in the month of ſpiri- 


tual deſertion when under the hidings | 


of my face. I will yield thee fruit in 


the 
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the onthᷣ of perſecution, and in thy back- 
ſliding month I will not forget thee, but 


will yield thee fruit even then. I will 


vield thee the fruit of a look of love, and 
will make thy Heart ſaft as I did my ſer- 
vant Jobs. I will melt thee into ſweet 
contrition, and thou ſhalt acknowledge 


with unfeigned gratitude that I am thy 


loving Saviour and Bridegroom. 

Dear ſpouſe, I am a tree of wiſdom, 
I make wile to eternal ſalvation, I am 
a tree of beauty for thy faith to look 
upon. I am a tree of ſtrength for thy 


ſoul to reſt upon. And on me I will 


help thee to caſt thy every care. I have 
already ſuffered under the preſſure of 
thy fins. And am now willing to bare 
ll thy burthens of a foul nature and like- 
wiſe of a providential. I am a tree of 
everlaſting verdure and fruitfulneſs, that 
bringeth forth my fruit in ſeaſon: My 
leaf ſhall not wither, and whatſoever I do 
ſhall proſper, All my leaves are medi- 
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cinable, therefore good for the healing of 
the nations; that is, for healing all the 
ELECT in every nation appointed to ob- 
tain health and cure through the free 
flowings of my blood Every precious 
promiſe of mine are leaves of a healing 
quality, and when applied by my Spirit, 
cure the bite of the old /erpent, and if 
received into the heart by faith, are a 
moſt powerful emetic to eaſe the foul 
of that filthy glutinous matter, (viz ) the 
love of this preſent evil world. My 
leaves are a moſt powerful antidote a- 
gainſt the runinng and freting leproſy of 
uncleanneſs, and gives eaſe to the throb- 
ing ulcerous wounds of poor backſliders, 
Once more, from Calvam's bloody ſoil, 
] am now tranſplanted in the HOLY-PLACE 
not made with hands. I am now, not on- 
ly in the midſt of the throne as a /amb, 
but as the zree of life, filling a boundleſs 
eternity with my redolent ſweetneſs and 


ineffable glory. 
I am 
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J am he, who fit upon my throne in 
heaven, who am 70 look upon like a jaſper, 
and a ſardine ſtone, with a rainbow round 
about my throne,in fight like unto an emerald, 
and ſcatter eternal noon thruugh all my 
glorious empire, feaſting both ſaints and 
angels, with my unbounded goodneſs 
and inconceivable pleaſures, which flow 
at my right-hand for evermore.—Yet a 
little while, (O my bride) and I will 
raiſe thee up from thy militant ſtate, and 
thou ſhalt be with me in cloudleſs vi/ion, 
I have prepared a place for thee, that 
where I am, there thou may be alſo. 
Not one of my dear children ſhall want 
a ſeat or manſion in glory. —Thus my 
Brethren, you ſee what a precious CHRIST 
you have? One who has done ſuch won- 
derful things for your ſouls in order to 
raiſe you up and cauſe you to inherit 
durable riches and righteouſneſs, and 
has put you among the children, and 
ſet vou among the princes.— The Loxp 

Jzsvs 
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Jzesvs ChRISr, raiſeth up the objects of 
his love, through the power of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, in a way of believing, with 
that faith which is called the faith of 
God's ele, which is one of his glorious 
bleſſings which he beſtows on all them 
that are ordained to eternal .ife : hence 
we may aver that all the many who are 
ordained to eternal life, ſhall believe 
with that faith which is of the opera- 
tion of the Holy Spirit and know the 
ſweetneſs of thoſe words. (viz) By grace 
are ye ſaved through faith, and that not of 
yourſelves, it is the gift of God. Let it 
be obſerved that faith is not the eternal 
cement of union, but divine love, which 
proceeds that gift, for thus faith the 
Lox to his ſpouſe, Yea, Ibave loved thee 
with an everlaſting love, therefore with 
loving=kinaneſs have 1 drawn thee, Faith 
is the hand or inſtrument through which 
divine love is communicated to the ſoul, 
and is the ſpiritual merchantman's trad- 
Ok O ing 
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ing grace, All his ſpiritual commerce 


with the eternal Lover is through faith; 
hence we find faith is compared to a 
merchant's ſhip, that bringeth her food 
from afar. Faith has to do with Jzno- 
VAH in all his pivine PERSOnNs. It has 
to do with the Father's love, with the 
Son's ſalvation, and looks up to the bleſ- 
ſed Spirit for his gracious and all-power- 


ful influence to enable it to act upon 


that which is the ground and matter of 
faith. Now real faith will have nothing 
to do with any ſpurious hypotheſis. It 
will carry on no commercial traffic with 
the traditions or ſuperſtions of men. 
Real faith only reliſhes ſavoury meat: 
It cannot feed upon the huſ#s or chaff of 
Arminianiſm, nor on the hemlock and 
night ſhade of Arianiſm and Sqſinianiſin; 
neither can it let down its trunk into 
the luxurious ſwill-tub of Autinomianiſm. 


It cannot traffic with wood, bay, ſtratu 


and ſtubble, neither with any wares pro- 
hibited 


the Saints Anchor-hold in all Storms, 1 95. 


hibited by the ETERNAL JEHovan among 
the ſpiritual  merchantmen, True faith, 
is a waiting, a receiving, and a patient 
grace. It helps the /aints to ſtand fill, 
and lo ſit ſtill. It helps redeemed ſouls 
to overcome Satan and the world“. 


The 


* The gift of divine faith, hath an abiding in 
the ſouls of the regenerate, but is not always in 
ative motion. The habit of faith is in all the 
ſubjects of grace, but it is not always going out 

after its object. The reaſon is obvious. Faith is 
a ſupernatural gift, therefore muſt be moved up- 
on by ſupernatural agency, to draw it forth into 
real exerciſe, Thoſe miniſters are not very dee 
in the ſanctuary waters, who are frequently call- 
ing upon their people and hearers to act faith 
upon the Loe p Jesus Cuxisr, and telling them 
that it is their own fault if any of them go from 
under the preaching of the word burthened or 
_ diſtreſſed. This I know, that ſuch kind of preach- 

ing has diſtreſſed many a precious child of grace. 
And this I will aver, that ſuch watchmen have 
no authority from their divine Maſter, for ſuch 
addreſſes to the people. It is an indiſputable 
truth amongſt them that have any ſpiritual un- 
derſtanding in the things of Gov, that faith is 
his gift; therefore is a grace that cannot be o 
4 upon by our natural power. It is abſolute- 
y impoſſible for the wheeis of reaſon to put in 


0 motion 


7 
[ 
| 


the Lord hath for ſa | 
me. Ilaiah. xlix. 14. He hath hedged me about that 
I cannot get out : He hath made my cham heavy. 
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The ſtrong eye of faith looks into the 


ancient mountains ef myrrh and bill of 
frankinſenſe 


motion the divine bias of faith, which is put 
into the heart of every veſſel of mercy in the in- 
ſtantaneous work of regeneration. It is a grace 
dependant upon ſupernatural influence: and 
when under the ſweet influence of the Holy Ghoſt, 
is a receiving or realizing hand to the ſoul, The 


whole tenure of the ſpirituality of the Holy Scrip- 


tures reſpecting divine faith, runs in the proceed- 
ing line, I ſhall mention a ſcripture. Pſalm 
xlii. 11: Why art thou caſt down, O my foul ? and 
why art thou fo e within me? But Zion ſaid, 

en me, and my Lord hath forgotten 


Lamen, iii. 7, Now it muſt be allowed that 
the preceeding were bleſſed with the /gift of di- 
vine faith, but it is evident to a demorſſtration that 
it was not in their power to ſet the wheels of their 
faith in motion, if it had, why ſuch complaints? 
would they not have elevated the ſorrows of 


their minds andaſſuaged the anguiſh of their ſouls? 


but experience proves that it is with Gop's people 


at times as it is with a ſhip in the great ocean in 


what the ſeamen eall a dead calm, Though they 
Have all their fails and every thing proper for 
dailing, yet they muſt wait for a breeze to fill 
their ſails in order to their going forward again 
upon the mighty waters. Thus are the ſpiritual 
ſeamen to wait for the ſovercign winds of the 
Holy Spirit, CI OPOVT WIRE. Fs. 
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frankinſenſe, (viz) into covenant tranſ- 
actions, and ſceth every precious thing. As 
a hand it is like Goliab's ſword, which 
was taken from behind the Ephod which 
David ſpeaks of, ſaying, Give me that, 
there is none like it, give: it me. As a mouth 
it ſometimes feeds in the delicious and 
flowery meads of Sbaron, at other times, 
on the delectable mountains of union 
and communion with IEHOVAR in all 
his divine Perſons, as: Tweet foretaſtes 
of the joys of heaven. It is a grace that 
preſſeth through all the crowds of op- 
poſition and difficulty. It is like the 
keel of a well built ſhip, that cuts through 
the rolling ſurges of the ſwelling ſea. 
It is grace that follows JE sus through 
honour and diſhonour, through evil re- 
port as well as good. It cleaves to him 
as Ruth did to Naomi, and follows him 
fully like Joſbua and Caleb, of whom it 
is ſaid, that they had another ſpirit given 
them. Faith is a grace that lives in the 

0 3 fire, 
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fire, yea, and can glorify Gop in the 
furnace, likewiſe in the deep waters of 
tribulation. Faith carries all burthens 
to the LoxD JEsus CHRIST, and takes 
up the appointed croſs in the way to 
the Zion of eternal reſt; but let it be 
obſerved, that it is the priviledge and 
incumbent duty of ſaints to be looking 
unto Ixsus, for the powerful influence 
of his holy Spirit, that their faith may 
be going out and acting as mentioned 
in the preceeding, then will you know 
the ſweetneſs of that portion, (viz) They 


that truſt in the Lord ſhall be as mount 


Zion, which cannot be moved, but abideth 
For ever; and. with melodious ſweetneſs 
ſing, — Bebold, God is my ſalvation : Iwill 
truſt, and not be afraid; for the Lok D Ix- 
HOVAH is my ſtrength and ny ſong, be 
alſo is become my ſalvation, Then will 
you know the myſtical ſweetneſs of that 
precious invitation of your GLORIOUS 
BRIDEOROOM, Come with me from Leba- 

Non 
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non (my ſpouſe,) with me from Lebanon: 
Jook from the top of Amana, from the top 
of Shanir and Hermon, from the lions dens, 
from the mountains of the leapards. By 
which we are to underſtand the love, 
wiſdom and power of the LoxD Jesus, 
in raiſing up his ſpouſe above all her 
enemies, and that ſhe might behold them 
ſubjected under her feet. This is the 
dignity that C RIS brings his ſpouſe 
unto, (viz) to behold her cLory and 
SECURITY in him who has thus raiſed her 
up to ſit in heavenly places even while in 


this militant ſtate, and will ere long 
raiſe her up to be with him in eternal 
glory. Come then ye redeemed of Jzsvs, 
and look unto the rock of your ſalvation, 
and beg the ſweet influence of his Spirit, 
that you may be helped to fay, 


1 fing with ſtrains divine of dying 1 ' 

And wing my way to endleſs joys above 
To ſee my I xsus and redeeming Goo, 

Whole love has waſh'd me in atoning blood. 
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As the Lily among Thorns, ſo is my Love 
among the Daughters. Song. ii. 2. 


IN this ſweet ſong, we have the Lord 
Jzsus CurrsrT drawing the beautiful 


features of his ſpouſe from the tranſ- 
cendent glory of his own countenance, 
with this diſparity, Jzesvs is a lily 
among the roſes in the Sharon meads, 
the bride, a lily among the thorns in 
the valley of weeping and tribulation; 
Jesus the lily in glory, the ſpouſe in 
the wilderneſs, It appears to me to be 
a glorious part of the lily meekneſs of 
the dear Redeemer to own his ſpouſe in 


her thorny eſtate, and ſet her forth by his 


own beauty. She is jerfert through the 
comelineſs that he puts upon her. The 
ſpoule 
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ſpouſe being fair or ſhining like the 
moon, is by the glorious rays of the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs: hence we find the 
Loxp calling to his church of old, Ariſe 
ſhine, ' for thy light is come, ' and the glory of 
the Lord is riſen upon thee. That is, Ixsus 
who is a light to his people, and the glory 
of his Father, has riſen as a powerful and 
glorious Sun of Righteouſneſs, on the 
called objects of his love. Much might 
be ſaid by way of parallel between 
the lily in the valley and the redeemed 
church, as to its tenderneſs, lowlineſs, 
beauty, purity, and fragrancy, but this 
would lead me into too copious a field, 
therefore ſhall principally conſider the 
ſtate of the ſpouſe of CarisT among 
thorns. By thorns I think we are to 
underſtand formal profeſſors, as well as 
the whole ungodly world of bramble 
ſinners. The glorious Bridegroom hath 
moſt tender love to his church, while 
tried and diſquieted by the many ſore 
tribulations | 


1 
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tribulations of this world. The diſpa- 
rity between a lily and a thorn are 
obvious. Thorns at beſt are but car- 
nal profeſſors who have put on Samuel's 


mantle, that is, the maſk of religion, in 


order to ſerve ſome ſinful or ſelfiſh ends. 
The lily is a real ſubject of the grace 
of Gob, and an offset from the Lorp 
Jesus CarisT. It is true that all CnRIST's 
children have a bramble nature, which 
bramble nature they will feel while in 
this wilderneſs world, and will look back 
with holy ſhame on their former ſtate, 
when they were altogether in their 
bramble nature; but with gratitude 
adore diſcriminating grace and love, 
that has effected ſuch a wonderful change. 
Alt hath pleaſed the divine Lover in 
his wiſdom, to plant his lily church 
in the midſt of a thorny wicked world. 
It is the Saviour himſelf hath ſet it, and 
therefore watches over it according to 


his promiſe, I the Lord do keep it, I will 


water 
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water it every moment, leſs any hurt it, 
I will keep it night and day. The lily 
church is often conſtrained to cry, Moe 
is me that T ſojourn in Meſhech, and live 
in the black. tents of Kedar. The lilies 

of grace will meet with many thorny 
ſower tempers,. as well as (inful natures 
and contentious ſpirits. Abigal, that 
beautiful lily of grace, grew by the ſide 
of a thorny Nahal ; and holy David, that 


_ ſweet ſcented lily, by a taunting Michel. 


 — Thorns never ſcratch the church but 
. as they are moved and waved: by the 
wind of Divine Providence. This is the 
_ Bride's conſolation, though bramble and 
. crooked thorns may now and then rend 
her, yet they cannot hurt her root. 
. Though the ſpouſe grow: like a ſmall lowly 
lily, yet is ber roots like the cedars of 
Lebanon. The ſpouſes faith in union 
to the Bridegroom, remains inviolable. 
Nay, ſometimes the pulling off her viſi- 
ble flowers makes her root the ſtronger. 
O precious 


— rooting he (gr uo ret I —— — _— XD 
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O precious and truly bleſſed ſpouſe! no 
enemy can think a malicious thought, 
but it is foreſeen conducted, and often 
returned upon their own heads, by an 
inviſible Power. Every ungodly man 
has a bramble in his heart, which is at 


enmity againſt CRhRIST's church, and 


ſometimes the thorns of that bramble 
hangs out of their mouths in bitter 
words. The children of the boud woman 


will perſecute them that are born after the 


Spirit. The ſpouſe of CarisT hath: been 
taught wiſdom from the briars and thorns 
of the wilderneſs. 

This precious ſong ſets forth the 
church as one lily among many thorns. 
My dove, ſays CHRIST, my undefiled is but 
one. One to ſhew their unity, one root 


though many flowers, Saints delight 
in oneneſs of heart and mind. The 
ſpiritual Jeruſalem is a city of beauty 
compact together, and at unity within 
Herſelf, The lily, though encumbered 


with 
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with thorns grows and thrives and flou-. 
riſhes though hedged round with thorns. 
It ſends forth a gracious ſmell even in 
a barren ſoil in the midit of enemies,— 
Jgſeph and Moſes were two ſweet lilies in 
the land of Egypt, a Nehemiah in Suſhan, 
and a Joanna in Herod's court appeared 
in their lily beauty and ſweetneſs. The 
Bridegroom's lily church often receives 
protections from the thorns about them. 
Gop planted thorns as well as lilies. The 
Zriars and brambles ſometimes twiſt and 
twine themſelves into an harbor to defend 
the church. The multitudes of forma- 
liſts in and about the lily church, the 
eternal Jenovan turns both to ſhadow 
and ſhelter, to ſhadow from the ſcorch- 
ing ſun of perſecution, and to ſhelter 
from the. wrath and malice of ungodly 
Brambles. O ye redeemed and heaven- 
born ſouls, pray that you may be helped 
to reſemble your heavenly pattern. 
Pride and imperiouſneſs of ſpirit is con- 
5 . 
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trary to the humility of a lily; ſtifneſs 
and perverſeneſs are unſuitable to the 
flexible temper of that lovely plant. 
Saints are called upon to pray that they 
may be mild and winning in their con- 
verſation, and that they may poſſeſs ſuch 
candour of ſpirit as may ſilence the ig- 
norance of fooliſh men, who oppoſe the 
good ways of GOD. Chriſtian affability 
and courteouſneſs, ſmells fragrantly of 
heavenly influence, and is truly amiable 
to all round about them. 
A lily is a tractable plant, a thorn is 
of a churliſh rough Nabal-like ſpirit. A 
hly will not nor cannot hurt a thorn. 
Saints are not rapacious, inſolent, and 
revengful in their temper ;no, not to the 
ſons of Belial, There is neither thorn 
nor brier in the lily nature of the ſpouſe, 
therefore cannot act contrary to its nature 
.or quality, Though thorns are often 
ſcratching and cenfuring ſaints, yet is 
the lily nature preſerved unhurt as a 
ſweet 
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ſweet flower of a beautiful aſpect “. 
Every herb and flower in nature has 
its enemy which proveth injurious to 
them. So the lily church has her ene- 
mies but they cannot faſten upon her 


ſo 


* The pure lily nature in the heaven-born 
ſoul, is incapable of finning; hence we find the 
apoftle John ſaying, Whoſoever is burn of God doth not 
commit in; for Ins ſeed remaineth in him and he 
cannot fin becauſe he is born of God, — The lily nature 
can never mutilate, neither can it ever incorporate 
with the bramble nature. The bramble nature 
often gives pain to the lily nature, but cannot 
injure or defile it. The new man is bleſt with a 
pure heart, agreeable to our LoR Ds words, Bleſſed 
are the pure in heart for they ſuall ſce God, The heart 
of fleſh, Cuxisr dwells in and rules and reigns 
there by the ſceptre of his love. Our bramble 
nature cannot ſtagnate or impede the ſpiritual 
progreſs of our new man, neither obviate the 
motions of the Holy Ghoſt. Our divine Lover 
has ſaid, I will work and who ſhall hinder ? I cannot 
call thoſe miniſters mighty in the ſcriptures, neither 
deep in real experience, who ſpeak of the grace 
of God becoming impure through the pollution 
of our nature, or of the decay of grace in true 
believers. In fact there is no ſuch a thing as 
grace dying away in the called of Jzsvs, neither 
is it poſſible for our old Eau nature to be con- 
verted into that which is divine. 
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ſo as to marr her beauty. Heaven- 
born ſouls, pray that you may be helped 
to take heed of the thorns within, more 
than of them without, Our bramble cor- 
ruptions are to be watched againſt and 
oppoſed in the ſtrength of the Logp 
Jzsvs CHRIST. Canaanites will be thorns 
in our ſides till we come to heavenly Ca- 
aan above, but this is our conſolation, 
(viz) CHRIST has prayed for us that our 
faith ſhall not fail, likewiſe has pro- 
miſed, that as our day is, ſo ſhall our 
ſtrength be. O the piercing thorns of 
temptation that annoy the ſaints in 
this houſe of their pilgrimage! The 
lilies of grace. intenſly mourn over their 
thorny nature. They cry unto Gop by 
mighty prayer againſt the fearful bram- 

ble of original luſt, a bramble like the 
oaks in Baſhan as large as the waſte of 
the ſoul. Fiery trials, worldly cares, and 
dark diſpenſations, ſharply exerciſe our 
faith and patience, but all will be for the 


belt 
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beſt, and will make our lily nature ſhine 
more bright and glorious. 

Oye ſubjects of grace, pray for the 
dews of heavenly grace to fall like ori- 
ent pearls upon your quickened ſouls, to 
make you fruitful in the things of Gop.. 
Dear ſpouſe oi Jzsus, O be looking and 
praying for that glorious ſabbath of reſt, 
that jubilee of joy, when from all thy tri- 
als, torrows and tears, thou ſhalt reſt in 
the boſom of eternal love. While the 
lily church is in this wilderneſs, CarisT 
will. appear for her in times of diſtreſs, 
He was with his Church in the wilder- 
neſs in the days of old, he viſited the 
lilies in the bramble buſh, and conduct- 
ed them and planted them in the land 
of Canaan, a type and emblem of the 
goſpel church. Let it be obſerved as a 
real conſolatory truth, that the bramble 
thorns never prick the ſides of the church 
but what they touch the apple of the eye of 
God. Is the lily church parched with 

P the 


210 Comfort for Defected Souls; or 
the ſun? the heart of Jeſus is affected with 
holy ſympathy. Is it blaſted with eaſt 
winds ? he comforts and relieves it by 
ſweet weſtern gales of his holy Spirit. 
Thorns never prick and vex the ſpouſe 
but by his appointment and guidance; 
and when he hath performed his work 
upon Mount Zion, he will puniſh the 
enemies of his ſpouſe. All the troubles 
of the bride both for time and meaſure, 
are guided by her wiſe and loving Hus- 
band, who hath charged the rolling waves. 
of the great deep, Hitherto ball ye come 
and no further. — The Lox D Jesvs CHRIS 
is a wall of fire round about his ies to 
cheriſh them, and a fire to conſume the 


thorns. The Saviour owns and loves 
his Church in the midſt of all her natu- 


ral and ſinful deformities, conflicts and 
weakneſſes. He compaſſionates her in 
all her tribulations. His left hand is un- 
der her head, and his right hand doth embrace 
ber. Nothing can alienate his heart from 
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-her, for ſhe is the object of his eternal 
approbation. It is true ſhe has her ſpots 
but that doth not prevent the ſmiles of 
the LoRD Jesus CHRIST. The moon 
has her ſpots, but the ſun does not dif- 
dain to ſhine upon her; ſo the cLor1ous 
Lover is ſweetly and beautifully ſet 
forth as the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſ- 
ing upon his ſpouſe with healing in his 
wings; and notwithſtanding all her in- 
firmities, weakneſſes and ſinfulneſs, doth 
put his own glory and beauty upon her, 
and call her his love and fair one, in 
whom he will be glorified. 

Reader, art thou one of CHRIST's Li- 
lies? If thou art, O pray that thou may- 
eſt be humble under every trial and thor- 
ny affliction. Conſider that thou art one 
of CHRIS T's lilies, though diſtreſſed by 
manifold thorns. Remember this, as 
2 precious truth, that thou as far tranſ- 
cends the world as a pure unſpoted lily 
outſhines brambles and thorns upon a 


322 craggy 
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craggy rock; or as a garden of roſes out- 
thines the gaudy poppy. O ye tried lilies 
of grace, your tribulations are but mo- 
mentary, but your glory ſhall be eternal. 
Your beauty for the preſent may be 


ſmeared by your malignant enemies, 


but at the ſame time you are all glorious 
within. It 1s true that the comely fea- 
tures of the lily may apparently be ſpot- 
ted by a malicious tongue, bur its aſpect 
ſhall be clarified by the ſweet hand of 
love. 

O, be looking unto Jzsvs, in a way 
of fervent prayer, that your lily beauty, 
fragrancy and efficacy may be preſented 
by the power and grace of your divine 
Lover, ſo that your redolent ſweetneſs 
may flow out to all round about you, 
by amiableneſs of temper and ſpiritual 
converſation. O, that you who are /:/:es 
of the valleys may find (by precious ex- 
perience) your Beloved who is the eternal 
lily on the throng, aboye, coming down 

N | 5 kf 84 7 into 


the Saints Anchor-bold in all Storms. 213 


into the gardens of your ſouls to feed 
on the /pices of his own imparted bleſ- 
ſings. And O, that you may be looking 
to be gathered by the ſweet hand of 
love and tranſplanted in the kingdom of 


inconceivable GLORY, 
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T73OSSIBLE, the preceding work may 
be animadverted upon by ſome un- 
friendly ſatiriſt, and exploded for want of 
exploration. However it is immaterial to 
me whatever may be ſaid by thoſe who are 
inimical to the great doctrines of grace. 
I hope as I ſtand in CarisT, that I ſhall 
be preſerved bomb- proof againſt every 
bombardment from 'thoſe men whoſe 
hoſtile conduct is ſo apparent againſt the 
Lorp Jesuvs CarisT, and his kingdom. 
The reaſons why I have again ap- 
peared as an Author, is obvious in the 
folowing—in the year 1778, I put out a 
book under the appellation of 4 Bed of 
ſweet Flowers ; or Jewels for Hephzibah *, 
which under the good hand of Gop, has 
been made uſeful to the ſouls of many 
of his dear children; therefore as it has 
| been 
* This book is now out of print, | 
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been the will of my Lon p, to call me by 
his grace, and alſo to put me into the 
miniſtry, love to him, to truth and pre- 
cious ſouls, conſtrains me to do all I can 
in the little ſphere in which Divine Pro- 
vidence has placed me. Further, it hath 
appeared to me, and it doth ſtill appear 
to be a day of ſmall things, not only a- 
mongſt profeſſing churches, but even 
amongſt the Watchmen on the walls of 
our Feruſalem. Doth it not appear to 
be the midnight ſtate of the churches ? 
doth not many of her watchmen give 
uncertain ſounds with their trumpets ? 
are not many of them unſkilful in the 
word of righteouſneſs? Some of our 
venerable Herdsmen, whoſe beards are 
grown through the anointing oyls of 
goſpel grace, and have been ſmoothed 
out with the uſeful comb of providence, 
can anſwer the preceeding interrogations, 
Some 
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— Some watchmen have zeal, but not 
according to knowledge, Are there not 
many in our day, who are for what they 
call offers of ſalvation, or overtures of 
mercy, and tenders of grace? and are 


there not others, prea ching up the ſen- 
timent of probation and procraſtination? 


and telling their hearers, how dangerous 
it is to delay accepting the offers of ſal- 
vation, and preſſing the people on to 
make haſte and get into the ark ChRIST 
before it be too late. Others again 
making faith and repentance the con- 
dition of a ſinner's ſalvation.—Now as 
a ſervant of the Logp JESUS Capisr, | 
view it to be my indiſpenſable duty to 
bear witneſs againſt the preceeding te- 
nets as being in every point of view 
:unſcriptural, therefore in point of faith- 
fulneſs, I do aver that ſuch teachers 

| | have 
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have not had their cenſers filled with fire 
from the heavenly Altar. 


Further, it appears to me to be a day 
that calls for lamentation and mourning, 
reſpecting many churches who have ſo 
affectingly degenerated from the great 
DOCTRINES of the goſpel, and primitive 


diſcipline, Many of their ſhepherds ap- 
pear to be aſhamed or afraid of mention- 
ing the doctrine of ELEC TION or PRE- 
DESTINATION In their ſermons. Thoſe 
who take unto themſelves the ſoft (yet 
unmeaning) appellation of being mode- 
rate Calvinits, will tell you, that the doc- 
trines are implyed in what they advance 
though not expreſſed. Would to Gop 
that ſuch watchmen, for the future may 
become honeſt to their own conſcience's 


faithful to the word of Gop and to the 
ſouls of their hearers, 
Again, 
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Agan, I feel myſelf under the ne- 


ceſſity to expreſs my ſorrow on account 
of the work of the Holy Grosr in his 
ſovereign operations, being ſo little 
attended to, in public miniſtrations. 
Watchmen? take the preceeding into 
ſolemn conſideration, and never let it be 
ſaid by any of your hearers after your 
preaching or reading, we have not ſo much 
as heard whether there be any Hor y 


GHoOs r. 


Once more, it is an allowed truth that 
obſervation is a uſeful preceptor, more 
eſpecially to them who live under the 
tutorage of the Holy Spirit. As a lover 
of Zion's ſolemn aſſemblies, J have at times 
been grieved to hear youths, juſt fledged 
from the Schools of literature, and orna- 
mented with the trappings of human 

. ſcience 
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ſcience, ſtand up in pulpits, and cry out 
againſt the doctrine of eternal union and 
Juſtification, ignorantly exploding what 
they do not underſtand, and not only ſo 
but their attempting to ſpeak concern- 
ing the trials and afflictions of the ſaints 
of Gop, when at the ſame time it is ob- 
vious to a demonſtration that they know 
nothing about the matter experimentally, 
Poor THrines, I pity them from my 
heart, and I really pity thoſe ſheep who 
have fed in good paſtures under the 
found and experimental miniſtrations of 
fathers in the miniſtry, who are now ſit- 
ing to hear beardleſs Youths, whoſe feeg 
are ſcarcely wet in the ſanctuary waters. 
O that Churches were more wiſe in look- 
ing out for under ſhepherds to feed them 
with goſpel wiſdom and ſpiritual under- 
ſtanding. O may the Lord raiſe up 
more faithful miniſters in his vineyard ! 
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Intended for the Preſs. 
By THE DESIRE OF A NoBLE PERSON= 


AGE, AND AN HonouR ABLE CHURCH 
- OF CHRIST. 


An Impartial Narative of the Educa- 


tion, ConvERSION, and Call to the work 


of the MINISTRY of 
7 W. A. a OzSSS#, 


With the Leadings of PRoviDeNcE to, 
and in that important. Work. 


In which Letters the Doctrines of 
- Diving PrROvIDENCE 1s ſet forth. 


Several very Remarkakble Conves- 
SIONS, 


The Evangelical Do&rines of the Goſ- 
pel in SurER, and UNDERFALL TRANS“ 
- ACTIONS ſet forth, and vindicated. 


Munerzr CaLvinism confuted, and 
free Grace Operations in the Conver- 
ſion and meetening all the Elect for 
ultimate Glory, defended, 
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FRONTISPIE CE EXPLAINED. 


HE female figure repreſents the Churchin 


Tribulation, reſting on an Anchor, 


The Anchor is an Emblem of the Chriſtian's 
hope; which through faith is caſt within the 
vail, bath ſure and fledfaſt. 


The Rocks on each fide, repreſent the many 


. dangers the Church of Chriſt is expoſed to in 


this rough and troubled Sea.— The building 
on the right, is an Emblem of the peaceful 
Haven of everlaſting reſt, The Veel tacking 
about under full ſail with a fine breeſe with her 
Pennant and Enſign flying, repreſents the 
ſpouſe of the heavenly Bridegroon ſailing into 
the bliſsful Harbour of boundleſs conſolation. 


Reader, is thy Anchor dropt or caſt down- 
ward, or upward within the vai!“ If thy Ax- 


'CHOR-HOPE is caſt within the vail, thou ſhalt 
-outride every ſtorm and tempeſt, for the ſtrong 
cordage of Union, ELEcTion-Love, in 


which 


* Man in his natural State, however wiſe in human ſcience, 


or claſſical knowledge, however circumſpe& inall moral upright- 
:neſs, grounds or cafts Anchor without the wail; he naturally 


ra vitates to his centre, which is eternal Death and awful miſery. 


FRONTIS-PIECE EXPLAINED, 


- which thy Anchor is caſt, will draw thee on 
through the troubled Ocean of this ſinful world; 
for altho* ſailing is dangerous, yet if thy An- 
chor is ſutęly caft, thou ſhalt ride ſafe, and 
ſweetly ſail at the ſame time, for thy keel of 
faith ſhall cut through every wave of tribula- 
tion: And THoU ſhalt come ſafe into the roy- 
al port of unbounded Joy, through the wiſdom 
of thy eternal Lover, | 


Thro' waters deep, the Church ſhall cut her way; 


With crowded fails, to reach the eternal Day, 
Each boiſterous wind ſhall help her ſafely on, 
To reach her peaceful and eternal Home, 
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